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The  firfl:.^  LecEei\ 

^7^ He  curiojity  which  Dr.Uu'rnets  Letters  ha^ 

excited  ofknow'tng  more  concermngthe  Qiiie- 

tifts,  was  the  motives  to  this  K\xx.\\oy's  fiirther 

Enquiry  aboptt  them^  f-^:,  2.    u^ith  what  dijji^ 

J  culty  thm^s  before  the  I  nquiGr  ion  come  to  be  knoivn^ 
andti/ith  how  much  fear  and  referve  the  Italians 
talkjf  them^  ejpecmify to  Jicx Clicks. p.  2^  j.  The 
amafng  Wealth  of  the  Churches^  Palaces,  and 
Convents  ^>^  Rome  and  thro  ^// Italy;  and  yet 
the  aftonishing  Poverty  of  the  Irihabitants  ,  /?.  4. 
<tA comparifon  bet%veen  the  Italians  upon  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Engliih  and  Dutch  on  the  other 
hand  J  p.  ^,  5.  That  thepovertyof the  people  tnl'cAy^ 

-'  anfeth  fromthe  Government's  being  mthehands 
of  Pr  ielis ,  and  from  the  afcendancy  which  theprin-^ 
ctples  of  their  Kcligion  give  them  over  mens  con- 
fciences,  p,  6,  7.  How  little  many  of  the  Italians 
believe  the  chief  Do  Elrines  of  their  Church ;  and. 
u^hat temptation  their  %eligion  lay  sthemmider  to 
A  theifm .  ibid.  That  the  Myfieries  of  the  Con- 
clave 3  the  qualifications  of  the  Q^vdm'^Vs ',  the 
characters  of  the  late  Popes ,  particular ly  of  the  pre- 
fentj  and  the  manner  how  the  Vw^iCy  and  the 
'     ^,2  "■■  "^""   '       ^^    Triple 
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1  riple  Crown  are  obtained ,  are  evidences  tha^\ 
me  Romiili  Church  is  not  what  she  pretends  to 
^L  ^'^*  T^^^^^iho  they  who  are  under  the yoak^ 
maybe  wilUng  to  continue  tn  Slavery ;  yet'ttsmat:^ 
^er  ofamafemem,  that fnch  who  are  delivered  from 
^P^j.f  ^^^^^S^^  ^^^(^^^'^dfrbmitagainmtoit'f.  % 
^o,  njoenceitwas,  that fo^nany  of  all  ranks  came 
tobefi  favourable  to  Molinos  3  and  upon  what 
grounds,  his  opinions  came  tobefo  univerjally  recei- 
ved. /.  1 1,  12.  ct^  Characier  of  MoHogs  hir^ 
a  a^^^^  ^^  account  of  the  chief  ^Authors  of  the 
Myftical  Dr/inity  ;  together  with  a  reprefenta^ 
^^onofit^andwhythefollowersofMolmosarefliled 
Quietiiis  ^  and  what  different  Ends  men  might 
have,  tnfallwgtnwith  this  new  Method,  p.  iz,  to 
^9-  ^^^^M^>linos^s:^(?();^r^//^^  il  Guiua  Spiri- 
^^^^^twasfirfip^blished ;  and  with  whofe  approba- 
tions; and  how  much  it  was  efleemed.  p.  i  y,  20. 
^  he  great  reputation  he  grew  into,  efpeciallj  with} 
-which  of  the  Cardinaib.  /.  2  o,  2 1 .  The  friendship  \ 
tetwixt  Card.  d'Eiiree  and  htm ;  and  the  value  \ 
that  the prefentV  opt  hadfor  him, and  the  encourage^  :j 
ment  he  gavetohisdefign.  p,  zi,z2.  O/ii French  i 
B  00k  written  on  the  Subjea  of'M^  ftical  Divinity, 
and  by  whofe  means ,  and  of  its  being  Tranflatedinto 
Italian./?.  2.2,  25.  Of  the  feveral  Writings  of  Pe- 
trucci  in  relation  to  a  contemplative  State,  with 
their  character,  ibid,  7 he  jt^imics and  Dommi- 
cans  allarmedat  the  progrefs  of  (^ieiiftn  ,  and 
whyabid.  Bookiwrit  by  the  SociQiy  againfi  Mo- 
If'ios  Mdhi6  Method^andtheway  that  the  Jeiu'w^' 
Bcgucti  too^to  deay  ^t,  p- z^^  That  the  matter 
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kemghroughthefore  the  Inquifition,  the  Jefuites 
nA/ere  accounted  accmfers ;  with  an  accopmt  of^iyhat 
became  of  ¥,  Martin  lifparfa  a  j  ei  aitc ,  who  had 
appravedM.olinoss'Booi^p.zS.  Of MoVmo^ and 
Pctrucci  their  coming  ojfjufiified,  and  that  their 
Books  were  approved,  andthe  (^injwers  ofthejc^ 
imics  cenjkred  as fiandaloHs.p,  z6.  TheP  opts  ad- 
vancing Petrucci  to  be  'Bishop  <?/ Jeffi,  and  how 
he  behaved  himfelfin  his  BishopncJ^ibid,  How  the 
party  grew  in  credit  and  in  number^  u^ith  a  short 
character  of  them,  thid.  &  p,  27.  Ofthe]t(\x\tQS 
per  fevering  to  calumniate  them ,  and  m  u^hat  Me- 
thods\  and  of  the  care  that  MoUnostoo;kjo  defend 
himfelfand  of  his  w^riting  m  order  thereunto  aTrea- 
tifeofFi'c(\\icni  and  dayly  Communion.  /.  28. 
^Anaccounhfthat  Booh^  and  v^ith  whofe  appro- 
bations it  u/aspublished  ;  and  of  the  (^njwers given 
thereinto fome  of  Mr.  Arnauu^s  Objetlions  againfi 
Frequent  Communion,  p.  2  ?,  29.  Of  the  offence, 
taken  at  that  Booh^,  and  for  what;  and  how  the 
Quietifts  are  in  many  things  calumniated^  /.  !^o. 
That  their  (iJ^€axmu  are  refemhlcd  to  thofe  Ojf  So- 
crates his Sshool ^andwherein.p.  g  r,  2^  2.  (tAcon- 
verfationwhich  the  (^Author  had  with  a  French 
Clergy-  man ,  with  the  reafonsgiven  by  thatperfon 
why  >5f^orfh!p  ought  to  be  Porn  pons,  &c.  |?.  3  ?, 
7  he  Jefuires  uponnotbeingableto  ruin  Moiinos  by 
their  influence  upon  the  pope,  apply  thsmfelves  by 
means  of  F.hCha)[€ to  the  French  King./?.  ^4. 
The  afcendant  they  have  over  thatyimv^vch'^with  a 
juftcenfureofthe  Perfecution  ^x^r6"i/?^^>^France/ ' 
fbid^  ThQ , Popes  difputing  the  Regale  ti^ith  the 
t  3  '  Fren^gh 
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French  K,\x\^^and  at  the  fame  time  favouring  Mo- 
linos,  laidholdofm  France,  toreproach  thePopc^ 
andtocmshtheQuieiitts.  p.  545  3 y.  ^  %eportat 
"M^me of  O^Lvdm'SLl  d'Eftrees  betraying  Moiioos^ 
hy  informing  the  Inquifition  of  many  particulars 
agatnft  htm.  A  Relation  of  that  u^kole  Story ,  &  pf 
Mohnos'sheing thereupon claptup.p,  55',  36,3  7,5  ^. 
The  imprifonment  of  Cosini  Velpiniani  z^;;^  hii. 
Lad  y ,  and  how  they  came  to  be  Releafed  upon  Bail\ 
I?,  g8 ,  3  9.  Of  the  Popes  beingfuJpeUedoftitx^{\Q^ 
andhis  being  Examined  by  the  lnc|uifition:  p.  ^9. 
Hoil'  they  endeavour  to  avoid  the  %^fleHion  that 
this  expofeth  the  Papal  Infallibility  unto,  p.  40. 
0/i  Circular  Loiter fent  by  the  Inquifition  to^ 
Cardinal  Cibo*  /.4^542,43.  ThatJeveralC^V" 
d  i  0  als  are  apprehenfive  of  a  StormfroyjAhe  1  oq  u  ifi- 
tion,  and  who  they  are,  ACharaUerofDowUi' 
v'lothe  Popeb  Nephew  ,  andhow jealous  he  is  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Inqaititors,j!>.  44-  Of 
th'^vmpnfonmentofv,  Appiani./^  Jefuite,  and  the 
wortijicationit gave  the  Society,  withaRefleS'ion 
upon  the  Conduit  of  the  Society  o  /?.  45.  A  remar- 
kable Story  of  F*  Cann  an  English  Jefuite  m 
Rome,/.  46,47.  ^rW^S^r^/ Cardinal  How- 
ard; andofhi^beingshut  out  of  allthe  Councils  of 
the  E.  of  Caftlem  a  in  during  his  Embaffaj  at 
Rome,  %i^ith  an  account  of  the  rude  and  infolent 
carriag-e  of¥.  NLovgzn  towards  the  Cardinal,  p, 
47^  45'.  Thegreat concern exprejfed  for  thofe  in  the 
Inquifition  by  their  friends  5  with  the  impreffion 
it  makes  upon  thelnqniCitOYSy  and  their  behaviour 
thro  the apprehenjtonthey  have  ofit.p,^^%yd^^,Tk^t 

'       '  the 
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th^  Pope  and  Cardinal  Cibo  are  much  troubled  tst 
fee  this  matter  gone  fo  far  \  and  that  Qzxdin^l  Pe- 
u\icc\isfiillinthe  Popesfa:vour.  ibid..  The  great 
number  of  the  VLcguhrs  in  Rome  andin  Naples, 
*who  being  generally  agatnfi  the  Quietifts  ,  they 
aremadea  Sacrifice  to  their  refentment.p.d^cj.  Nine- 
teen PropoCitions  pretended  to  be  extracted  out 
of  theWritings  and  Doctrines  of  the  Quietifts ,  *witb 
a  Cenfure  of  them  published  by  Order  of  the  In- 
quifition.  p,  50.  The  Circular  Letter,  both  m 
Italian  and  in  English,  p.  51,  fi,  5*3,  54.  The 
Cenfure  of  the  Opinions  of  the  Q^'iguHs  m 
Italian  and  in  English ,  with  fome  Remarks  upon 
it^  shei4/mg  that  many,  things  charged  upon  th em- 
are  mifreprefented\  that  other  things  are  "weakly  and 
ridiculoufiy  refuted  5  that  fever al  abfurdities  are 
therein  obtruded  upm  the  world  for  Truths  •,  and 
that  the  Adoration  of  Images ,  which  the  Pa- 
piflsin  England  and  Yr^nccdodtfclaim^  isintha 
Ccn{urc  Jufi-ified  and  recommended,  p.  55.  to p, 
88.  Of  the  Condemnation  of  M^oXxnoS'^  of  the  rage 
exprefed  by  many  of  the  People  againfl  him ;  and 
cfthe  hatred  declared  upon  thisoccafion  againflthe 
prefent  Pontificate  ,  with  a  character  ofit^  and 
an  account  of  the  Gentlnefs  of  the  Inquifition  to 
many  of  yioYmos's  followers^and  what  Reflexions 
wife  men  mak?  thereupon,  p.  "6^)  ^^O^^i.  The 
Ufhole  Ceremony  at  the  Minerva,  the  day  that 
Molinos  was  brought  forth  to  abjure  ^  with  a, 
Relation  of  fome  things  he  faid^  and  of  his  de^ 
j?ortmentip,C}Zj()^yg^,  The  mildnefs  of  the  Pu- 
nishment infilled  upon  him^ibid.  Of  the  bold" 
nefs  of  one  of  his  followers  before  the  InquiG- 

^^4  llQUy 
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iioti,  md  how  (lightly  he  came  ojf^p.  94.  Ofthe 
"vaft  corref^ondence  which  yioVmos  had  tn  all 
places;  and  that  mofi  of  the  condemned  Aniclts^ 
arehutanint/idfous  Aggravating  of  the  DoBrine 
€ff  Predejiination  5  and  of  Efficacious  Grace ,  ibid , 

The  Second  LET  TER- 

THE  Author^s  Capacity  for  gi'ving  the 
following  Relation  ,  thro  having  rejided  f& 
longin  Rome  and  in  Italy,  p.  96.  Some  Re- 
fieUions  upn  thefludy  of  ManufcriptSj  Me- 
dalsj  Infcnptions,  and  <?/  Religion  and  Poli- 
ticks, /?.975  98.  ji commendation  of  Z)r.  Bur- 
nets  Letters  5  and  that  mofi  which  the  Author 
hadobferved^  is  already  related  there-^  and  that 
"what  ishere  published^referreth  either  to  placet 
^whichthe  Dr.  did  not  fee  ^  or  to  matters  "which 
his  short  flay  in  Italy ,  did  not  allow  him  to 
enquire  after^ibld,_Ofa  Crucifix  shut  up  in  the 
Inquifition  5  the  occafion  of  it  ^  %vith  feveral 
jRefleUions  en  the  Bigotry  ,Superilition  5  and 
idiolztty  of  theVi^'p'As^efpecially of  /^/?^Italians5. 
jp,99^  100, 10  f.  Of  the  Plague  in  S.  Gregory 
th^Grearstime^  ibid.  Of  a  Stone  in  the  Chap- 
pel  of  hrz  Cceli  5  pretendedto  have  the  impref 
Jion  of  an  AngePs  Foot  upon  it^  and  therefore 
u^orshippedbj  the  people;  but  is  now  madeFri" 
finer  in  the  inqusiition,  to  k^ep  the  Crucifix 
company,  p.  102, 105 .  Theflory  ofSr.  Burrhi  a 
Millanefe  gentleman  and  a  Chymift ,  who  heco* 
mingfuf^eUed  hj  the  Priefisywas  brought  into 

the 
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the  Inquifition  ,  and  getting  of  at  that  time^ 
.  wM  ajterwards apprehended ^andheingaccufed 
of  many  Brrors^  was  made  to  abjure^  and  con^ 
fmd  to  a  perpetual  Im^rijonment^  ^c.  p,  loj ^ 
1 045 105.  Of  thefcandalom  and  Ujcivous.  Pi- 
ftiires,  that  are  in  manyChurchcsofltBly^and 
that  their  mo fl  celehated  Madonna's  have  been 
the  Miftrefles  of  the  great  Painters  ;  with  a 
Relation  of  an  Intrigue  between  a  Frier  and  a 
NuOj  /?.  io5,  107.  Of  their  fottish  and  Idola* 
from  jReprefintations  of  the  Trinity  ^  ibid.  Of 
the  PiMure  of  the  B.  Virgin ,  with  the  Order  of 
theQ^^xxchins  under  her  Petticoat,  ibid.  How 
Learning  came  to  flourish  fo  tnuch  in  the  laft 
ylge^and  to  decay  (0  greatly  in  this  5  and  of  the 
great  Maflers  of  painting  that  Italy  produced 
m  the  former  Qnturj^  p  108,  109,  no.  Of 
the  ViOcurtofthe  Virgin  in  the  Annunciata  in 
¥loYcnce y  which  they pretendto  have  been  fini-* 
shed  by  an  Ax\gt\,p.  110.  The  Fable  of  Lor  etto^ 
^nd  ivhat  exceptions  the  Author  made  toit  ina> 
(^dnzferfationj  and  hoiA/ the  It^Vi^m  jufiifj  the 
JJevGtion  of  the  people^  ^/^^  ^  Juj^pofition  that 
the  whole  fiory  is  a  Fiftion^  p.  1 1 15  112.  Of  a 
Conference  between  an  hbhoiand  an  Englilli 
Clergy- man,  of  the  difference  betweenthe  two 
(Churches  y  p.  il2^  113.  That  the  Converfon  of 
Nations  y  is  no  further  accounted  of  at  Rome, 
than  asit  brings  profit  to  the  Datary  ^  and  therea^ 
[on  why  fo  Httle  refpeSi  li/as  had  to  the  Engliili 
AmbaiTador,  and  to  every  thing  he  pro-pofedy 
I?.  113.  Wkat  retarded  the  Promotion  of  the 

Card. 
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Card.  d'Efte/S  long\  with  a  Relation  how  thi 
/^f^Card.d'Efte,  ProteElor  of  the  French  Na^ 
tion  at  Rome,  hefior^d  Pope  Alexander  VIL 
p,  1 14.  Of  the  fcandalomimnofiHre  of  the  Blood 
i?/St.JariUary  at  Naples,/?.  1 1  5.  To  what  ex* 
€effive  height  the  ^rie (is  carry  the  Ecclefiafti- 
Cell  Imniimities,  and  in  what  danger  the  Gt^ 
iieral  of  the  Horfe  at  Naples  was  of  being 
Excommunicated y  p,  116 i  117.  ^  remarka- 
ble  ftorj  how  far  the  Immnnities  of  the  Cler- 
gy have  been  pusht  in  the  Dukedom  of  ^Xo- 
tcnce,'  forthe  favingof  a  Prie[ti  withacha- 
raUeroftheprefent  D\xktjf.ii7\ii2.  The 
frefent  Viee-Roy  of  N'^plcs  commended  ^  for 
fupporting  the  Secular  Tribunal  againji  the 
'invajions  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court;  with  a, 
Relation  of  the  ingenuous  and  publick^  Affront  he 
put  tipon  an  Audiior  of  the  l>imic\o'S:,  and  ho^i/ 
tllit  was  refented  at  Rome,^.  1 1 85  119,  120. 
Of  the  difference  betwixt  the  Pope  and  the 
French  King  about  the  Regale  ^  with  a  further 
^haraBerof  thePopc^  p.  120,  i2i.  What  im^ 
provementtke  Janfenifts  made  of  the  difference^ 
f,  IZI5  ^2,2.  Concerningthebufinefsof  the  Fran- 
chifes  5  and  that  the  Pope  feems  refolved  to 
maintain  his  latehull^  and  how  it  maj  prove 
fatal  to  himfeif^  and  the  Papal  Sea,  to  contend 
that  matter  with  the  French  King ,  p.  123.  Of 
the  way  that  thisVopt  treats  Ambafladors;^^^ 
€f  an  Anfwer  he  gave  to  the  Eoglifh  Ambafla-* 
dor  up.on  his  threatmng  to  leave  Kome^  that 
shewed  the  little  Refpell  he  had  either  for  him 
#r  hisMafier^  p.  124..  jHow  the  prefent  Pope 
.  conduiid 
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^ondnEis  his  Revenue ;  tha,t  being  the  only  thing 
he  underflands.  Of  his  Retrenching  both  all 
JExpences  and  the  ffiblick^  Charities  ^  and  that 
he  mufh  have  a  vajl  Treafure^  p,  124.  The  in^ 
dticement  to  the  malting  fo  many  Cardinals  in 
the  lall  Promotion,  jind  the  Averfion  'which 
Card.Taia,  and  Q9,fd.^\Qa.expreJfed  to  the 
Purple  in  the  Promotion  that  %i/a6  made  five 
year  ago^p.  125*  How  Cardinal  Farnefe,  that 
was  afterii/ards  Paul  III.  and  ti/ho  raifed  the 
Family  of  Parnia,  came  t6  he  created  Cardinal 
hj  Alexander  VI.  %vith  an  account  in  what 
wanner  the  Promotion  (?f  Cardinals  is  carried  ^^ 
and  how  the  Wench  was  too  crafty  both  for  that 
lewd  Pope  ,  and  for  his  Son  Caefar  Borgia, 
/?.  1265  1 27)  1 28.  ^f  ^^^  Jiverfion  which  this 
Pope  has  to  the  Jefuites ;  and  that  the  EbglilTi 
Ambaflador's  Refigning  himfelf  to  their  con^ 
duB ^ivas  thereafonofthecoldufage  hemetii/ith 
^^Ronie,  p.  129.  What  charaBer  all  wife  and 
indijfetey^tlt'SiYizm  fajien  upon  thofe  of  thatSo-^ 
ciety5  and  their  concluding  from  the  credit 
which  they  have  in  England, V/j^^  /^^Roman 
Catholick  Religion  mu^  needs  mifcarry  there ^ 
ibid.  &  p,i  30.  The  Romantic k^  Letters  which 
the  Jefuites  write  to  Rome  out  of  England, 
and  u^hat  jufi  difcredit  this  puts  upon  all  that 
they  ivrite  out  of  the  Indies  and  other  remote 
Countrcfs,  ibid.  Of  the  httttr  lately  printed 
that  was  wrote  by  a  Jefuite<?f  Liege  to  thofe 
M  Friburg,  concerning  the  prefent  flate  of  Pope^ 
fy  in  England  3  that  it  is  a.  true  and  Authentick^ 

Letter^ 
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E«etter5/7.i5o,  131.  Of  two  things  pecuUm 
to  thisOvdcr  which  render  it  formidable -y  how 
independent theGcncvdilof  the^c^uhcsis above 
the  Generals  of  other  Orders  5  and  how  abfo^ 
lute  his  Government^  p.  151,  133.  By  %uh(Zt 
means  the  Miffioli  comes  to  be  generally  in  their 
handstand  of  their  getting  thereby  into  Fami-^ 
lies^  f,  13:5,  154.  The  different  humour  and 
condud:  of  the  Secular  Priefts ,  from  thofe  of 
theKtgiihxs  :  and  what  prejudice^tis  the  fuffe- 
ring  Regulars  to  live  in  Proteftant  States  % 
how^tis  matter  of  wonder  at  Rome,  that  Pro- 
teftans  should  permit  Regulars  to  be  in  their 
Countreysy  and  what  a  wife  Kom^n  fat d  to  the 
Author  about  it ^f  .11^^1-2;^.  How  the  pec-^ 
pie  of  Lombardy  are  pojfejjedwith  a  Superfii^, 
tion  of  mixing  Water  with  their  Wine  ^  and^ 
how  the  Priefts  who  nourish  the  Vulgar  in  that 
conceit  5  excufe  their  oiA/n  Wine  from  being- 
mix' d^  p,  1365  1^7.  That  the  J^ax  which  ts 
laid  u^on  Wine  in  ^XoxcviC^^  makes  the  people 
there  preferve  it  pure^ibid.  Of  an  Abbey  of  ht^ 
VitdxdiWit^  at  Etali;^  Bavaria,  where  the  Monki, 
live  in  as  great  abundance  04  the  Duke  himfelf 
p.  I  38.  A  beautiful profpeB  the  Author  had  at 
Burgo  in  the  Hills  of  Trent  ^p,  £38.  The  way, 
€f  Celebrating  St. Anthony^s  dayatKomt^  and 
how  the  people  bring  all  their  Horles,  Mulcts, 
and  h&sto  ^^fpriokled  w^^^HoIy  Water  by 
the  Monks  of  that  Order.  Howprofitablethis 
^iece  of  fu per (litious  Folly  is  to  theVncMy  p, 
1 39 J 140.  That  MoYmo^'s  abjuring  was  only  a 
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^pet ended  thing  ^  that  his  f  arty  cdntimies  fiill  td 
h  very  numerous'^  andthatall  the  Reports aboui 
the  lewdnefs  of  his  Life ,  are  efieemed  to  be  no 
other  than  FdbUs^p.  141, 142. 


The  Third  LETTER. 

OF  a  curious  Salt^worl^  at  Sode   neat 
Francfort,  with  an  account  of  the  way^ 
ofmakjngthe  Salt,  p,  1445145,14^  Thatltsily 
is  the  htghefi  Country  in  Europe,  as  appeareth 
bythefmall  Defcentfromthe  Alps  onthatjide^ 
to  ti^hat  it  is  either  on  the  French  or  German 
Jide^p.  147.  Of  Guaftale  ,  its  fituation^  and  (f 
its  being  wrefied  from  the  rightful  owner  by  the 
French  King  3  the  danger  that  all  Italy  will  be 
thereby  expofed  unto,p,  148,149, 1  J'o,!  5 1,  i  52. 
J[  CharaBer  of  the  prefent  Duke  <f  Mantuai 
ffow  he  favours  theVrcnch  Interefi  -^  of  his  put- 
ting Cailal  apd  Guaftale  into  their  hands -^^  and 
how  they  wind  him  asthey pleafe J  p,  152,  lyg. 
'Of  the  courage  and  fidelity  of  the  Marquifes  of 
Cannofle^^^  Pallioui  to  the  Duke^/Mantua^ 
and  how  the  French  ^<?r  them  both  to  he  made 
€lofe  Frifoners,  p.  if^,  154.    That  the  Princes 
^  Italy  are  abfo lute  in  their  Dominions  ^  and 
the  Slavery  their  Subjeiis  ate  in^  ibid.   That 
there  is  a  French  Envoy  always  attendingupom 
the  Duke  0/  Mantua,  ibid.  H§w  one  of  the 
Duke  <?/ Mantua's  Secretaries ^4j  bytheDukc 
■  fentto  Turin ,  and  feifed  by  a  party  0/ French 
Morfe  from  Yigmtol^   p.  ij;,   J  5  (J.    Th^ 
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Imperious  way  that  the  French  in  C-^hl  a£it0^ 
u^ards  thofe  gj  Montferrat  ^  and  Piedmont,  f. 
i.s^q.    That  having  Bargain  d  with  Mafons, 
how  thej  broke  the  Agreement ,  ibid.  How  the 
French  Kaxs^^  having  advanced  three  Millions 
towards  a  Fond  for  an  Eall-India  Company, 
did  withdraw  it^  p.  158.  Of  the  disfavour  that 
the  Marquife  of  P'lancffe  fell  into  with  the  late 
Duke  of  Savoy,  andhowhecame  to  be  tntrodu" 
cedinto  the Miniflry  again  ^and  afterwards  was 
difgraced^  pm  inprifon^  and  tried  ^  and  how  the 
Courts/Savoy  remains governedhy  the  French, 
f.  158,159,  16O5  i^i.    Ofthedejign  that  was 
carried  on  of  matchingthisprefent  Duke  to  the 
Infanta  ^/Portugal;  and  of  his  being  poyfoned 
{as  his  Father  had  been)  andhis  refleffingonthe 
wife  Advices  which  the  Marquifc  de  Pianefie 
had  given  him  ^p.  161 5  162.    How  much  the 
Dukes  of  Savoy  are  fmnJ^in  this  Age  jrom  the 
Figure  that  they  made  in  the  iaft  >  hoii/  difficult 
it  will  be  to  remedy  it^  while  CaiTal  ^//^  Pigne- 
rol  are  in  the  hands  of  the  French  ^  ibid.  Of  the 
late  perfecution ^>^  the  Valley's  c>/ Piedmont ^ 
how  allinthe  Court  of  ^^vo^^  are  ashamed  ofit:^ 
tvith  an  account  of  the  Fidelity  ^peaceablenefs^ 
O"  induflry  of  that  poor  peopley&  what  theperfin 
who  acquainted  the  Author  wtth  thefe  things^up^ 
on  his  knowing  him  to  be  an  Engliihman^/^^W  to 
him  upon  it,p.  1 62,163 .  Of  the  luxury  and  vanity 
of  living  magnificently^  wherewith  France  hath 
infeUedthe  Princes  <7/Ger  many,  together  with 
4  reprefentatiQ]^  of  ih^  mifikirfi  which  arife 
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/row  Princes  ^w^Noblemens  travelling  intoFranc^l 
p.i64.Hom  fatal  Luxury  O'  a  vahi  Expencefulnefs  are 
in  a  fpecial  manner  toCommon-wc^lzhs  ^  ^ndwhat 
fenfihk  decays  in  ftrength^  the  expenceful  way  of  living  that 
the  Dutch  and  Cantons  are  grown  into  j  with  a  commm^ 
dation^f  that  part  vf  the  Venetian  Conflrtution^  which 
regulates  the  Expence  of  thdr  Nobility,/?.  165, 166.   Of 
the  mifery  and  poverty  that  appears  in  Pila  thro  the  Se- 
verity of  the  Government ;  and  of  the  Wealth  and  popu- 
loufnefs  of  Lucca,  thro  being  a  Free  Government  j  how 
jealous  they  of  Lucca  are  of  having  their  Liberty  fupplan- 
tediO"  how  infinitely  they  prife  it ;  witb  an  Account  of  the 
Strength  .and  Dtcoraiion  of  the  Totvn^  p.  167, 168.    Of 
Genoa  j  its  decay  from  what  it  formerly  was ;  and  yet  its 
leingvaflly  more  wealthy  and  populous  ^  than  any  part  of 
Tufcany  or  of  the  Popes  Patrimony.  Of  the  number  of 
the  Subj^Bs  of  that  Republick  •  their  Forts  in  Corlica, 
with  a  CharaBer  of  the  Corfes  ;  the  Compafs  of  the  For- 
tiftcations  of  Genoa;  the  Expence  they  have  laid  out  on 
thetivo  Moles;  the  debt  it  hath  run  them  into  \  with  an 
Account  of  the  Extent  of  their  whole  Countrey^  and  how  it 
Is  defended j,  ^  what  their  NiRnnQftrength  is,  p- 1685169, 
170, 17 1.  Mow  much  the  fafety  0/  Millan  We/^U  Italy 
depends  upon  theprefervation  of  Genoa  ^  and  that  its  Jn-^ 
terefi  and  Spains  are  infeparably  united-^  p. 17a,  175.  A 
large  Account  of  their  Civil  Conflitution  j  and  of  the  Di- 
vifions  that  are  among  themy  and  how  oecafioned  ;  and  that 
thefe  were  the  Inducements  to  France  to  attack  them  ,  p. 
173, 5745*75, 17^,177.   That  thothe SubjeBsbe wealthy ^ 
yet  the  State  is  weak^;  that  there  is  fuch  a  degeneracy  a- 
mong  them  from  what  they  were*  that  they  have  neither 
Meads  nor  Mearts  to  defend  themfelves^were  they  vigor  on  fly 
affautted;  and  whence  that  degeneracy  proceeds  ^  piyS, 
Curious  B^efliBions  upon  the  Difeafes ,  that  Common- 
wealths areJubjeB  untOj  with  a  friendly  application  of  alt 
ww^o  Holland,  p.  179*  That  the projeB  of  France'/  fal- 
ling upon  Genoa^  was  formed  by  one  Valdyron  of  Nif- 
mes;  that  was  4  Protefimtj  and  had  lived  long  in  Genoa» 
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"that  the  French  might  have  ken  eafily  Mafters  of  />,  h^d 
they  affaulted  hvigoroujly  ht  fir  ft.  The  inju^keof  this 
ivay  of  proceedings  and  how  the  Italians  [iile  itip.iBo:,i^  i , 
182.  ivhat  B^efleBionsaSpixnuTd^helongingtothe  Count 
ofMcl^^Timade  upon  $he  French  m'tfcarryinginthat^ 
andinfome  other  of  their  Undertakings^  pi^iSi^  18  j.  Horn 
Valdyron  was  treated  by  the  GenocfC'^^  how  poorly  re- 
quited by  the  French  King  ip.  184,  ^n  Account  of  a  Con- 
verfation  the  Author  had  with  two  of  the  old  Magiftrates 
b/Meffina,  wherein  they  [aid  many  things  reft  eBive  on  ths 
Honour^  Veracity  and  lufiice  of  the  French  King  and 
/;fV^Minifters ,  md  by  what  Arguments  they  fuftified 
the  I{evoh  of  their  Tomn  from  the  .Spaniard,  p.185,185, 
jtj.  Of  the  method  they  ufein  preparingViiuolin  the 
Sulfatara  near  Piiz7.olo.  Of  a  Us  tie  Town  in  the  Appe- 
"ninSi  called  Norcia,  which  tho  in  the  Popes  Territones% 
may  be  accounted  a  Common- wealth  ^  and  which  is  jq 
jealous  of  all  Priefts  obtaining  miy  share  in  their  Gevern- 
mcpiti  that  they  will  admit  none  into  Magiilracy,  who  can 
either  read  or  mrlterp- 1^9?^  90.  Of  theMortificathm  which 
owe  o///?^  Magi  Urate  S  ,  put  upman  Auditor  who  wai  a 
Church-man>  by  gdding  him  ^  for  attempting  to  dibauch 
his  wife'y  with  a  pUafant  account^  how  one  that  hath  bemfo 
treated^  may  continue  capMe  to  fay  Mais?  ibid.  &  p.'ipi. 
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The  Stationer  to  the  Header. 

Can  give  no  other  account  of  thcfe  Letters  ?  bu  ■ 
that  they  were  communicated  to  me,  by  a  peribii 
of  known  Integrity  ;  who  affiired  me,  that  he  who 
made  thcib  Okf^rviitions  y  is  a  man  of  great  vertiie, 
and  confiderably  learned  :  who  has  been  long  and 
iriiich  in  Italy  :  who  is  both  capable  of  looking  nar- 
rowly into  matters ,  and  is  of  liich  fevere  morals, 
that  one  may  fafely  depend  on  all  he  fays.  This  was 
enough  for  me  ,•  fo  without  making  any  further  en- 
quiry^or  knowing  any  thing  of  the  Authoryl  have  fee 
about  the  printing  of  them.  V  a  l  e. 
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(i) 
A 

LETTER 

Writ  from 

R   O   ME, 

To  one  in  Holland  ^  concerning  the 

QUIETISTS. 

SI  R^ 

Our  defire  of  being  informed 
particularly  by  me  ,  of  the  ftate 
oi  Religion  and  Learning  in  Italj^ 
and  chiefly  here  at  Reme  5  has 
quickned  my  curioGty,  and  has 
Ifet  an  edge  upon  a  humour  that  is  of  it  felf 
Inquifitive  enough  :  and  tho  1  am  not  fo 
much  in  love  with  writing,  as  to  delight  in 
tranfmittiog  you  long  Letters  ,  yet  I  find 
I  have  matter  atprefentfora  very  long  one  3 
chiefly  in  that  which  rclates'to  the  jQ^ienjIsi 
for  you  obferve  right  5  that  the  fborc  hints 
that  Dr^  Burnet  gave  of  their  matters  in  his 
llieturSf  did  rather  incrcafe  the  curiefity  of 
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the  English^  than  latisfy  it.  He  told  as  much  as 
"W^s  generally  known  mRome  at  that  time, 
concerning  them  >  but  as  a  longer  flay  might 
hav^e  difcovered  more  particulars  to  him,  fo 
there  have  fallen  out  fince  that  time  fuch 
new  and  furprifing  accidents  j  that  there  is 
not  more  hearkning  after  new  Evidence  m 
England  5  upon  the  breaking  out  of  Plot^  5 
than  there  was  at  Rome  upon  the  Impri- 
fonment  of  fo  great  a  number  of  perfons  in 
February  and  AfarchhH-^  the  number  alone 
of  200 ferfons^  was  enough  to  raife  a  great 
curiofity  ;  but  this  was  much  encreafed  by 
the  quality  of  the  perfons  that  were  clapt 
up  5  who  were  both  for  Rank ,  for  Learnings 
and  for  Piety ,  the  moll  efleemed  of  any  m 
Rome,  So  I  was  pulht  on  by  my  own  Incli- 
nations 5  as  well  as  by  your  Entreaties  y 
to  take  all  the  pains  that  was  poffible  for  me, 
to  be  well  Informed  of  this  matter.  The 
particular  Application  with  which  I  had  read 
fome  of  the  Books  of  Devotion  writ  in  this 
method ,  and  the  pleafure^  and ,  I  hope ,  pro^ 
fijt  3  that  I  had  found  m  it ,  made  me  Hill, 
the  more  earnell  to  know  this  matter  to  the 
bottom.  It  is  true  ^  it  was  hard  to  find  it  out: 
for  thofe  who  have  been  in  ^(?^^5  know  with 
how  much  caution  all  people  there  talk  of 
matters  that  are  before  tht  Inquifnion:  thofe 
are  like  the  Secrets  of  Hate  elfewhere  • 
of  which  a  man  cannot  talk  much  without 
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incurring  forne  Inconvenience  5  and  there  is 
110  Inconvenience   that  is  more  terrible  at 
Romey  than  the  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Inquijitors  .-   for  befides  the  Danger  that  a 
man  runs  5  if  the  fufpitions  arc  well  founded, 
the  Icaft  ill  effe6t  that  this  tniuft:  have,  is  the 
tutting  offalla  nians  hopes  of  Preferment  5 
for  what  a  Sufpition  6£  High  T reafin  is  elk** 
inhere  ,  the  Sufpition  of  j^'^r^/^  is  ^t  Romii 
sand  where  there  are  niany  Pretenders ,  and 
there  is  fo  much  to  be  cxpe6ted,  you  may 
imagine  that  Hope  and  Fear  working  at  the< 
fame  time  fo  powerfully  ^  it  muft  be  very  hard 
to  ingage  fuch  perfohs  as  probably  know  the 
fecret  of  things  5  to  truft  themfelves  upon  fo 
tender  a  pointy  to  ftrangers.     The  truth  iSj 
Learning is{olow  in  Italy  ,  and  the  Opinion 
that  they  have  of  the  Learning  o£  Strangers^ 
chiefly  of  Hereticks^  is  fo  high  5  that  they  do 
not  willingly  enter  cither  on  Subje6ts  oiLear^ 
king  or  of  Religion  with  them  ^   and  on  the 
other  hand  ^  Stranger  ^iX\d.  zHeretickj^  whdis 
conGdered  as  a  Sfye^  or  a  fair  Enemy  at  beii, 
will  not  find   it   convenient  to  thrufl  on 
fuch  fubje6ts  of  converfation,  as  arc  tender 
:  and  fufpitious.     All  this  is  to  prepare  you 
t  for  a  relation  which  you  will  perhaps  think 
defe6tive,  yet  is  as  full  a  I  could  poffibly  ga* 
ther,  out  of  all  the  Hints  and  Informations 
that  fome  moneths  ftay  at   Rome  procGred 
me, 

A  %  Th* 
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The  firU  thing   that  furprifes  a  firanger 
in  Rome  ,    is  the  very  unequal   mixture  of 
Wealth ^n^  Poverty ^th2ith.c  feeshere,  as  well 
as  in  all  the  parts  of /r^/;^  yet  it  is  more  con- 
fpicuous  here  ,   than  eifewhere :  for  as  the 
Wealth  of  the  Churches  5  PaUces  and  (Convents 
is  aftonifhing  5   fo  the  Poverty  oi  xht  Inhabi- 
tants^ and  the  meannefs  ot  the  ordinary  Buil- 
dings,  is  extremely  unfuteable  to  themagni- 
ficence  of  the  other.  When  a  man  fees  what 
Italy  wzs  an  Age  ortwoago,  not  to  go  back 
fo  far  as  to  remember  v^hat  Romew^s  onee> 
he  can  hardly  imagm  how  fuch  a  fall ,  fuch 
a  difpeopling,  and  fucha  poverty  could  be- 
fall a  2\(^^^V^;^  and  Climate  J   that  Nature  has 
made  tobeone  of  the  richeft  of  the  world,or  of 
Europe  atleafts  if  the  PRIESTS  had  not  at 
the  lame  time  a  fecret  to  make  the  Natives 
miferable ,    in  fpite  of  all  that  Abundance 
with  which  Nature  has  furnilhed  them.     It 
were  notable  to  withftand  even  an  ordinary 
Enemy,  and  it  can  fcarce  fupport  it  felf  Thole 
Italians  that  have   feen    the    Wealth   and 
Abundance  that  is  in  England  and  Holland^ 
tho  their  Sun  is  lefs  favorable ,  and  thtir  Cli- 
mate is  more  unhappy,  and  that  come  home 
fo  fee  their  Towns  deferted  j  and  their  Inha^ 
bitants  in  Raggs,  fpeak  of  this   fometimes 
with  an  Indignation  that  is  too  feniible  to 
be  at  all  times  kept  within  bounds.     They 
fpeak  of  the  difference  between  Bollandand 
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I^aljy  like  men  afFefted  when  they  compared 
the  two  foils  and  Climates  tx)gether.  The 
one  is  zfoil  divided  between  [and  and  turjf  ^ 
preferved  from  the  Innudations  of  Land- 
floods^  and  the  overflowing  of  the  y^^,  at  a 
vafl:  Charge  ,  fuffering  often  fuch  loffes  as 
would  ruin  other  7?^^^ j  ,  and  paying  great 
and  conftant  Impofitions  :  and  yet  with  all 
theleJnconveniences  ,  and  all  the  difad van- 
tages of  a  feeble  fun  5  a  ftagnating  and  phleg- 
matick  jiir  5  violent  Colds  ,  and  moderate, 
or  at  leaft  very  fhorts  Heats  ^  this  Countrej  is 
full  of  Wealth  and  People-^  and  there  is  in  it 
fuch  an  abundance  of  grc^t  Towns znd  con- 
fiderable  villages^and  in  all  thefe  there  appear 
fo  many  marks  of  plenty^  and  none  at  all  of 
Want  :  and  the  other  hasakindy^;^^  long  and 
happyiSummers  5  and  mild  Winters  :  a  fruit- 
ful and  richyS//,  and  every  thing  that  the  Z^- 
habitants  can  wiili  for  on  Natures  part^to  ren- 
der them  the  Envy  of  the  Worlds  whereas 
they  are  become  the  Scorn  and  contempt 
of  all  that  fee  them.  And  as  much  as  the 
Butch  feem  to  have  a6Led  in  fpitc  of  Nature 
on  the.  one  hand  ,  in  rendring  themfelves 
much  more  confiderable  than  fhe  has  Intended 
theyfhould  be>  fo  the  Government  of  i^^/y 
fpems  to  have  reverfed  thd  defignof  Nature 
as  much  on  the  other  hand  ,  by  reducing 
the  Inhabitants  to  fuch  a  degree  of  Mifery  5 
iii  fpitcofall  her  Bounty:  upon  tbisfubje^- 
"  -  A3-.  the 
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tUe  Italians  will  talk  more  freely  than  upon 
matters  oi Religion :  and  do  not  Hick  to  fay, 
that  it  flows  from  the  fhare  that  PRIESTS 
have  in  the  Government ,  and  that  not  only  in 
the  Popes  Territory  5    but  in  all   the  other 
Courts  o£  Italy  ,  where  they  have  the  main 
ftroke.     They  wilt  tell  you  ,    that  Priejls 
have  not  Souls  big  enough,     nor   tender 
enough  5  for  Government ;  they  have  both  a 
narro wnefs  of  fpirit ,  and  a  fournefs  of  mind, 
that  does  not  agree  with  the  Principles  of 
human  Society  :    Their  having  fo  ihort  and 
fb  uncertain  a  time  ot  governing,'  makes 
them  think  only  on  the  prefent,  fo  that  they 
do  not  carry  their  profpe6ttothe  Happincfs 
of  5  or  mifery  that  muftbe  the  confequences 
of  what  they  do  ,     at  any  confiderablc  di- 
ftanceoftime:  nor  have  they  thofe  Com- 
paffions  tor  the  Miferable  with  which  wife 
Governours  ought  to  temper  all  their  Coun- 
fclis^  for  a  fterii  lournefs  of  temper,    and  an 
unrelenting  hardnefs  of  heart,  feems  to  be- 
long to  all  that  fort  of  men  in  Italy.    What- 
foever  advances  their  prefent  Interefts,  and 
inriches  their  families  ,  is  preferred  to  all 
wife  >  great  or  generous  councclls.    Now  tho 
the  Natives  dare  not  carry  this  matter  fur- 
ther, yet  ^[iranger^  tjiat  thinks  more  freely, 
and  that  has  examined  matters  of  Religion, 
in  a  more  Inquifitive  manner  ,    fees  plainly 
that  all  thefe  errors  in  Government ,  arc  the 
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.cffcds  of  thtix  Religion  ^  and  of  that  authori- 
ty which  they  believe  is  lodged  in  the  Pofe^ 
chiefly  and  of  which  every  Prie^  has  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  fliare  ,    that  he  is  eafily  able  to 
make  himfelf  mailer  of  every  mans  Confci-* 
ence  that  lets  him  into  it  5  and  that  believes 
thofe  three  great  branches  of  their  power  : 
that  they  can  fardon  their  fins^  y    make  their 
God  J   and  Jecure  them  both  from  Hell  and  Pur' 
gittory.     Thefe  are  things  of  fuch  a  mighty 
operation^  that  if  it  isnoteafy  to  imagine  how 
theylhould  be  fo  eafily  believed  5  yetfuppo- 
fing  once  the  belief  of  them   ,     all   other 
things  flow  very  naturally  from  thence  :  men 
are  not  convinced  of  thefe  errors  till  it  is  too 
late  to  command  undeceive  others.    It  is  true^ 
many    of  the  Italians    believe  thefe  things 
as  little  as  we  do  5  yet  this  is  in  them  rather 
an  effe6t  ofaloofe  and  libertine  temper^  than 
of  lludy  and  enquiry  5   in  a  Countrej  whcro 
not  only  Heretical  boohj    would  endanger  a 
man ,    but  the  baf  e  reading  even  of  a  Latin 
New  Tefiament  would  give  feme  fufpition. 
But  the  thinking  men  among  them  are  led  to 
doubt  of  all  things,  rather  from  a  principle  of 
Atheifwy  thanof  fearching  into  matters  of 
Controverfy :  the  one  is  much  lefs  dangerous 
there ,   than  the  other  would  be.   And  mdeed 
as  foon  as  a  man  becomes  a  little  familiar  with 
any  of  the  men  of  freer  thoughts  here ,  he  will 
foon  fee  that  the  belief  of  their  Religion  has 
A  4_  very 
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very  little  power  over  many  otthofe  who  are 
the  moil  zealous  tofopport  it,  only  becaufe 
their  Intereft  decermiiis  them.  When  a  man  has 
lived  feme  time  ^iRome^  and  has  known  a  He- 

tleof  theMyfteries  of  the  Conclave^  with  the 
Chara^ierhQih  oftheprcfent and  the  late  Popes^ 
particukrly  the  weakneis  andlgnorance  oihim 
that  now  reigns ,  who  does  not  fo  much  as 
underftand  Latin  5  when  a  man  feeshow  mat- 
ters are  carried  io  that  Court ,  what  are  the  Ma'- 
ximes  they  go  by,  mid  tht  Methods  that  they 
take;  when  he  fees  what  a  lort  of  men  the  C^r- 
dindszxt^  men  indeed  of  great  Civility,  and 
of  much  Crafty  bat  as  to  the  matters  oi  Reli- 
gion \  men  of  an  equal  fife  both  of  Ignorance 
and  Indiftereocc :  \¥hen  a  man  fees '  how  all 
preferments  are  obtained ,  but  chiefly  how  the 
fur^le  is  given ,  and  how  men  rife  up  to  the 
Triple  Crowni^whtn^  I  fay,  a  man  has  feen 
and  obferved  all  this  a  little  5  he  cannot  wonder 
enough  at  the  C/7,^r^(^^r  that  fo  great  a  part  of 
the  World  lets  on  that  Court.  The  plain  and' 
fimple  Argufiients  of  Common  ferife  workfo 
ftrongjlhac  TranfpihfiantiMion  it  felf  is  not  har- 
der to  be  believ€d5  than  that  this  man  is  Chrifts 
Vicar^zman  oflnfallihilitfj^ndihc  fourceor 
channel  at  ieaft  of  divine-  tnah.  So  that  a 
man  that  has  given  himfelf  the  opportunities 
oFobierving  thefe  matters  Critically  3  will  feel 
a  perfuafion  ofthe  falfehood  of  thofe  preten- 
iions  formed  fo  deep  m  him  5  that  all  the  Sophi- 
'    '  '■        •  ^    ■■  '  "  '  Ary 
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Itry  of  Argument  wiUnever  be  able  to  over- 
throw it:  for  the  plain  fenfe  of  what  he  has 
(ttn  will  apparently  difcover  the  delufion  of 
thofeReafons,  which  perhaps  he  is  not  lear- 
ned enough  to  anfwer:  for  let  men  fay  what 
they  will ,  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  believe  in  a 
Goncradidion  to  the  dear  Evidence  of  fence: 
and  I  cannot  make  my  felffo  much  as  doubt, 
but  that  as  (^ato  was  wont  to  wonder  how  it 
came  that  every  one  ohhQ  Heathen  Priells  did 
not  laugh  when  he  law  another  oitheTrade^  fo 
the  Cardinals  when  they  look  on  one  another, 
and'aP(?^^  even  as  Ignorant  a  one  as  the  prefent 
Fo^e  is  J  when  he  receives  the  fubmiffions  that 
are  offered  him  by  all  who  are  of  that  Com- 
minion,  muft:  laugh  within  himfelf  when  he 
fees  how  lucky  that  Impofture  is,  which  has 
fubdued  the  World  into  lo  much  refpe£t  for 
him  ,   and  to  fo  great  a  dependance  on  him. 
A  man  who  lees  all  thefc  things  upon  the  placej 
and  is  of  an  Age  capable  of  making  loHd 
Refle6tions,  and  has  a  due  poruon  of  Lear- 
ning, muft  return  amafed,  not  fo  much  at  thofe 
who  being  already  under  the  To ke  ,  havenei- 
ther  knowledge  nor  courage  enough  toiliake 
it  oft  /  nor  at  thofe  who  go  into  it  becaufe  they 
find  their  account  in  it  5  and  fo  hope  to  have  a 
good  fhare  ofthelpoil ,  as  at  thofe  who  have 
ihaken  oft  the  Yoke ,  and  have  got  into  more 
Liberty  and  more  Knowledg ,  and  feel  the  hap- 
py Inftuence  of  their  deliverance  even  in  their 
''   ^^ '  ■":  A  s  •    Civil 
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Civil  Liberties  9,nd  oth^YTem£oraiConccms/ii 
they  fhould  ever  come  fo  much  as  to  delibe- 
rate whether  they  ought  to  return  and  ferve 
their  old  gnd  fe vere  ^Jkafiers  ^  or  not.  For 
my  part,  Ifpeak  freely  to  you,  that  I  could 
fooner  bring  my  mind  to  believe  that  there 
is  no  llich  thing  as  Infiituted  Religion  5  and 
that  it  is  enough  for  men  to  bejuft  and  honeft^ 
civil  and  obliging,  and  to  have  a  general  re- 
verencefor  the  "Beity ,  than  ever  to  think  that 
fuch  StuffasihcmenohheMiffion  would  im- 
pofe  on  the  World  c^n  be  true.  Chiefly  in 
that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  Popes; 
Authority^  after  ail  that  I  have  feeu  and 
known. 

You  will  perhaps  think,  that  this  is  a  long 
digreffion ,  or  at  leafta  very  improper  intro- 
duction to  that  which  I  told  you  I  would 
offer  to  you,  fince  the  relation  that  all  this 
has  with  the  matter  of  the  ^//>r^7/^,  does  not 
appear  to  be  fo  very  proper.  Yet  you  will 
perhaps  change  your  mind ,  when  I  tell  you  5 
that  the  Miferies  oi  Italy ^  that  the  Averfion 
that  all  men  of  fenfe  there  have  to  the  Ar- 
tifices of  their  Religion  5  and  chiefly  to  the 
conduft  ol  the  Regulars  ,  and  above  all,  of 
the  fefuites^  is  believed  the  true  reafonthat 
led  fuch  numbers  of  r/^en  of  all  forts  to  be 
fo  favourable  to  Molinos  :  to  which  this  was 
rather  to  be  afcribed  y  than  to  any  Extraordi- 
nary Elevation  of  Piety  or  Devotion,  of  which 
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fo  little  appears  in  that  Country ,  that  nothing 
which  touches  only  upon  that  Principle  can 
have  great  efFeds  among  them.     Men  that 
are  fick,  turn  to  all  forts  of  remedies  :  and 
thofe  who  are  difcontented,  do  naturally  go 
into  every  new  thing  that  either  promiies  re- 
lief,  or  that  wounds  thofe  that  difpleafe  them. 
Theprefent  Hate  of  things  m  Italy  being  fuch 
as  I  have  defcribedit,  you  need  not  wonder 
to  find  fo  many  ready  to  hearken  after  any 
thing  that  feemed  both  new  and  fafe.     For 
as  the  Novelty  gave  that  curiofity   which 
might  draw  in  many ',  fo  the  fafety  that  fee- 
med to  be  in  a  Method    of  Devotion  in 
which  fo  many    of   the  Canonifed  Saints. 
had  gone  before  them ,  and  which  appeared 
at  firll  authorifed .  by  the  Approbation  of  fo 
many  Inquijitours ,    made  them  apprehend 
that  there  could  be  no  danger  in  it.    In  the 
recital  that  I  am  to  give  you,  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  tell  you  all  the  whole  affair  :   nor 
will  I  affure  you  of  the  truth  of  all  that  you 
will  find  here.    For  in  matters  of  this  nature, 
in  which  Interefl   and  Palfion  are  apt  to 
^  work  fo  ftrongly  5  there  are  alwayes  fo  ma- 
ny falfe  Reports  fpread ,  and  matters  are  fo 
often  aggravated  on  the  onehandjand  dimini- 
fhed  or  denied  on  the  other,that  I  will  not  fay 
but  there  maybe  fome  things  here  that  upon 
aftrifter  inquiry  will  perhaps  appear  not  to 
^e  well  founded  %  yet  of  this  I  will  allure 

yoE 
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you  very  poQdvely  ,  that  I  have  Invented 
and  added  nothing  my  felf.  I  leave  thofe 
arts  to  the  It  dims ,  and  the  Coun  of  Rome: 
therefore  I  will  tell  you  things  nakedly 
and  fimpjy  ^  as  I  found  them  5  without  adding 
lo  much  as  one  Circumftance  out  of  my 
own  Invention.  I  alfo  made  as  much  ufe 
of  my  Judgment  as  was  poffible  for  me  to  doj 
both  in  confidering  theCircurnllances  of  thofe 
with  whom  I  talked  on  thofe  heads,  and  the 
things  themfelves  that  they  faid  to  me  >  fo  I  let 
pais  all  that  feemed  to  be  the  efFe6t.  of  Pat 
fion  or  Prejudice  5  and  only  marked  down 
that  which  feemed  to  be  true  5  as  well  as  that 
which  I  had  from  men  whom  I  had  reafon  to 
Believe.  My  Informers  were  men  of  Pro- 
bity and  of  Senfe;  they  were  not  indeed  eat 
fily  brought  to  talk  of  this  SHbjeEl ,  and  they 
fpoke  of  it  with  great  Referves  :  fo  that 
there  may  be  many  defefts  5  and  po^bly 
fpme  rpiftakes  in  the  account  that  I  am  to  oifer 
you;  yet  you  mull  be  contented  with  it^ 
for  it  is  all  that  I  could  gather  3  and  it  is 
not  corrupted  with  any  mi^^tur?  of  my 
own. 

Michael  dc  MoUms  is  a  Spaniard  5  of  a 
good  and  Opulent  Family.  He  entred  into 
PrieHs  Orders ,  but  had  never  any  Ecclefiai^i- 
cal  Benefice:  fo  that  he  feemed  to  have  dedi- 
cated himfelf  to  the  fervice  of  the  Chpirch^ 
witheut  defigning  any  Advantage  by  it  tq 

him" 
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himrelf.  He  paflcs  in  Italy  for  a  man  both 
of  Learning  and  of  good  Senfe.  His  courfe 
of  lifehas  been cxa6t,  but  hchas never  pra6ti- 
fed  thofe  Aufterities  that  are  fo  much  mag- 
nified in  the  Church  oi  Rome  ^  and  amdngthe 
Religious  Orders:  and  as  he  did  not  affect  to 
pra6tife  them ,  fo  he  did  not  recommend 
them  to  others  5  nor  was  he  fond  of  thole 
poor  Superftitions  that  are  fo  much  magni- 
fied  by  the  trafficking  men  of  that  Church 
Buthegavein  to  the  Method  of  the  ^jy?/V^/. 
Divines  ,  of  which,  fince  your  lludies  have 
not  perhaps  lien  much  that  way,  lihallgive 
you  this  ihort  account. 

That  fublime,  but  myfterious  way  of2)<f- 
votion^  was  not  fet  out  by  any  of  the  firfl: 
Writers  of  the  Church  5  which  is  indeed  a 
great  Prejudice  againfl:  it :  tor  how  many 
foevertheymaybe,  who  have  followed  it  in 
the  latter  Ages  ,  yet  Ca[fians  Collations  ^ 
which  is  a  work  of  the  midle  of  the  fifth 
Century  ,  is  the  antienteft  Book  that  is  writ 
in  that  ilrain  :  for  the  pretended  Denis  the 
Areopagite  is  now  by  the  confent  of  all  learned 
men  thought  no  Elder  than  the  end  of  the 
fifth  or  the  beginning  of  the  fixth  Century. 
Yet  after  thefe  Bookj  appeared  ,  very  few 
followed  the  elevated  ftrains  that  were  in 
them  !  the  latter  was  indeed  too  dark  to  be 
either  well  underflood  or  much  followed.  So 
that  this  way  oi Devotion ,  if  it  was  pradifed 

ia 
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in  lS:eltgious  Houfes^  yet  was  not  much  fet 
out  to  the  World  before  S.  Bernards  time, 
whdfe  melting  jftrains,  tho  a  little  too  much 
laboured  and  afteded  5  yet  have  fomething 
in  them  that  both  touches  and  pleafes  :  after 
him  many  began  to  write  in  that  fublime 
ilrains  fuchasTfe/i^/^r,  Rufbrachius^  Har- 
phim  ,  Sufo ,  but  above  all  Thomas  a  K  em^is. 
And  when  for  fome  confiderable  time  that 
way  of^i^m^'^l^wasdifcontinued,  itwasagaid 
raifed  up  in  the  laft  Age  5  with  much  luller 
'by  S,  TeVefa  5  and  after  her  by  Bait  afar  Alva-- 
res  a  fefuit :  and  as  England  produced  a  Car^ 
thuftan  in  King  jy^mr  the  fixths  time  5  one 
Walter  Hilton^  who  writ  the Sr^/^  of  Perfe- 
Slion  5  a  Book  Inferior  to  none  of^  thefe  I 
have  cited,  and  more fimple  and  natiii^al  than 
m€«ft  of  themj  fo  of  late  F.  Crejfj  has  publifhed 
out  of  F.JB^^r/ Papers  5  who  was  ^  Benedi^ 
Bine  5  a  whole  body  of  that  method  of  t>i7Hni' 
ty  and  Devotion,  The  right  notion  of  ^his 
way  of  Devotion  is  fomewhat  hard  to  oe 
well  iinderftood ,  by  thofe  who  have  not  ftu- 
died  their  Metaphijicks ,  and  is  entangled 
with  too  many  of  the  terms  of  the  School  5  yet 
1  fhall  give  it  to  you  as  free  of  thefe  as  is 
poffible. 

With  relation  to  Devotion  they  confider  a 
man  in  ^/?y^^  different  degrees  of  Progrefs 
and  Improvement  :  the  firll:  is  the  Animal^ 
©r  the  Imaginative  ftate  :  in  which  thelm- 

preli 


Concerning  the  QUIETISTS;        ly 

prcflions  of  Religion  work  ftrongly  upon  a 
mans  Fancy ,  and  his  fenfitive  Powers  :  this 
ftate  is  but  low  and  mean ,  and  futeable  to 
the  Age  of  a  Child j  and  all  thc'Devotion  that 
works  this  way  ,  that  raifes  a  heat  in  the 
Brain  5  tendernefs  in  the  Thoughts  5  that 
draws  Sighs  and  Tears  5  and  that  awakens  ma- 
ny melting  Imagindtions^  is  of  a  low  form ,  va- 
riable 5  and  of  no  great  force.  Thefecond 
ftate  is  the  Rational  5  in  which  thofe  Refle- 
£tionsthat  are  made  on  Truths  5  which  con- 
vince  ones  reafon  5  carry  one  to  all  futeable 
A6ts  :  this  they  fay  is  dry,  and  without  mo- 
tion :  it  is  a  Force  which  the  Reafon  puts 
upon  the  Will ,  and  tho  upon  a  great  Variety 
of  Motives.,  and  many  Meditations  upon 
them  ,  the  mind  goes  thro  a  great  many 
Performances  of  D^i/e?/w^  5  yet  this  is  ftilla 
Force  put  upon  the  ipill.  So  they  reckon 
that  the  third  and  higheft  ftate  is  the  Contem- 
plative ^  in  which  the  Will  is  fo  united  to 
God,  and  overcome  by  that  Union,  that  in 
one  fingle  A6t  of  Contemplation  ,  it  adores 
God,  it  loves  him 5  and  refigns  it  felf  up  to 
him :  and  without  wearying  it  ielf  with  a  dry 
multiplicity /j/-/^S/,it  feels  in  oneA6t  of  Faith 
more  force  than  a  whole  day  of  MeditatioiT 
can  produce.  In  this  they  fay  that  a  true^Cw- 
templative  Man  ^  feels  a  fecret  loy  in  God^ 
andanacquiefcinginhisWillv  in  which  the 
true  elevation  of  D^'^i^if/t?^  lies  J  and  which  is 

far 
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far  above  either  the  heats  o£ Fancy  ^  which  ac« 
company  thefirfi  Hate, or  the  Subtilty  of  Me^ 
ditation^  that  belongs  to  they^^^;;^  ftate:  and 
thtj  fty,  that  the  perfe£tionofa  Contemplative 
/^^^ above  the  others  5  appears  in|  this ,  that 
wheras  all  men  are  not  capable  of  forming 
lively  Imaginations^  or  of  a  fruitful  Invention, 
yet  every  man  is  capable  of  the  fimplicity  of 
contemplation  :  whichisnothingl^utthe  filent 
and  humble  adoration  oj-God^  thdt  arifes  out  of 
a  pure  and  quiet  mind.     But  becaufe  all  this 
may  appear  a  little  Intricate ,  I  llaall  illuftratte 
itbyafimilitude,  which  will  make  the  diffe^ 
rence  ofthofe  three  fiates  more  fenfible^i.A^^^ 
that  fees  the  exteriour  of  another^  with  whom 
he  h^s  no  acquaintance,  and  is  much  taken 
with  his  face,   llaape,  quality,  and  meen, 
and  this  has  a  blind  prevention  in  his  favour, 
'and  a  fort  of  a  feeble  kindnefs  for  him  ,  may  be 
compared  to  him  whofe  i>^z/^^^'^i^  confifts  in 
lively  Imaginations  ,  and  tender  Impreffions 
on  his  lower  and  fenfible  Powers;  2.  A  man 
that  upon  an  acquaintance  with   another^ 
fees  agreat  many  reafons  to  value  and  efteem, 
both  his  parts  and  his  Vertues  ,   yet  in  all 
this  he  feels  no  inward  Charm  that  over- 
comes him  ,  and  knits  his  fool  to  the  other; 
ib  that  how  high  foever  the  eileem  may  be,  yet 
it  is  cold  and  dry  ,    and  does  not  affed  his 
heart  much,  maybe  compared  to  one  whofe 
i)evoti§n  confifts  ia  many  Ad:s^  and  much 
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Meditation 3\il  ^dly^when  a  man  enters  into 
an  entire  friendship  with  another ,  then  one 
fingle  Thought  of  his  Friend,aife6ls  him  more 
tenderly,  than  all  that  variety  of  refledions , 
which  may  arife  in  his  mind ,  where  this  U^ 
nionis  not  felt.    And  thus  they  explain  the 
fublime  Hate  of  Contemplation.     And  they 
reckon  that  all  the  common  methods  o£De^ 
mtion,  ought  to  be  confidered  5  only  as  Heps 
toraife  men  up  to  this  Hate:  when  men  reft 
and  continue  in  them,  they  are  but  dead  and 
lifelefs  Forms :  and  if  they  rife  above  them  ^ 
they  become  Cloggs  and  Hindrances,  which 
amufe  them  with  many  dry  Performances  ^ 
in  which  thofe  who  are  of  a  higher  Difpen^ 
fation  will  fe^l  no  pleafure  nor  advantage. 
Therefore  the  ufe  of  the  Rofary  ,  the  daily 
repeating  the  Breviary  ,    together  with  the 
common  Devotions  to   the  Saints ,   are  ge- 
nerally laid  afide  by  thole  who  rife  up  to  the 
Contemplative  StztC'^-Sind  the  chief bufineis  to 
which  they  apply  themfelves,  htokeeptheip 
Minds  in  an  inward  Calm  and  Quiet  ^    that 
fo  they  may  m  filence  form  fimple  AUs  of 
Faith ,  and  feel  thofe  inward    Motions   andl 
BireBions  which,  they  be)  ieve  follow  all  thofe  , 
who   rife  up  to   this  Elevation.     But  be- 
caufe  a  man  may  be  much  deceived  in  thole 
llnfpirations  ,  therefore  they  recommend  to 
all  who  enter  into  thismethod,  above  allo- 
|her  things ,  the  choice  of  a  Smitmi  Gmde^ 
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who  has  a  right  fenfe  and  a  true  tafl  of  thofe 
inatf  ers,  and  is  by  Confequence  a  Competent 
Judge  in  them. 

This  is  all  that  I  will  lay  before  you  in  ge- 
neral, for  giving  you  fome  tall  of  cJ^^?- 
Imos's  Methods  5  and  by  this  you  will  both 
fee  why  his  Followers  are  called  Q^U  I  E- 
Tl  STS  and  why  his  Book\sEntit\cdiiigm^ 
da  Sprttuale.  But  if  you  Intend  to  Inform 
your  felf  more  particularly  of  this  matter, 
you  mull  feek  for  it,  either  in  the  Authors 
that  I  have  already  mentioned  5  orinthofeof 
which  I  am  to  give  you  fome  account  in  the 
fequei  of  this  Letter.  Molinos  having  it 
feems  drunk  in  the  principles  of  the  Contem* 
fUiive  Devotion  in  Sfain  5  where  the  great 
Veneration  that  is  payed  to  S.  Terefa  gives 
it  much  reputation  ,  he  brought  over  with 
Iiim  to  Italy  a  great  Zeal  for  propagatingit. 
Hecameand  fetled  at  R^me ,  where  he  Writ 
his  Bookie  ^'^'^^  entredinto  a  great  commerce 
with  the  ^^^;^  of  the  bell  Apprehenfions,  and 
the  moil  Elevated  thoughts  that  he  found 
there.  All  that  feemed  to  concur  with  him 
in  his  defignfor  feiting  on  foot  this  fiiblimer 
way  5  were  not  perhaps  animated  with  the 
fame  principles.  Some  deiigned  fincerly  to 
elevate  the  World  above  thofe  poor  and  trif- 
ling Superftitions  ^  that  are  fo  much  in  vogue, 
"  among  all  the  ^^^t?^/of  the  Church  of  jKo;^^, 
but  more  particularly  in  S^aiu  and  Italy ,  and 

which 
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^hichare  (o  much  fet  on  by  almoii  all  the 
Regulars^  whofcemto  place  Religion  chiefly 
in  the  exaft  performing  of  them.     It  was 
thought  that  others  entred  into  the  defign  up- 
on more  Indire6t  mot  ives. Some  perhaps  from 
the  averfion  that  they  bore  the  RegpiUrs ,  were 
difpofed  to  entertain  every  thing  that  might 
lead  mens  Devotions  into  other  Channells,  and 
to  a  conduft  different  from  that  prefcribed  by 
Friers  and  fefuites.    Some  perhaps  had  under- 
Hand  ings  good  enough  to  fee  the  neceflity 
of  corre6ting    many  things  in  their  Wor- 
fliip,  which   yet  they  duril  not  attack  as 
fimply  unlawful  :     fo  that  it  might  appear 
mor^  fafe  to  expofe  thefe  things  to  the  Con- 
tempt of  th^  World  5  by  pretending  to  raife 
men  far  above  them:  and  thus  they  might  have 
hoped  to  have  Introduced  a  Reformation  of 
many  Abufes  without  feeming  to  do  it.     In 
f.ne^  fome  who  feemed  to  enter  into  this  mat- 
ter, were  men  that  afpired  to  fame  5  and  ho- 
ped by  this  means  to  raife  a  Name  to  them- 
klvQs  s  and  to  have  a  Party  that  fhould  depend 
upon  them:  for  in  fuch  great  numbers  as  fee- 
med to  imbark  in  this  deGgn,  it  is  not  to  be 
imagined  that  all  were  a£ted  by  the  fame  mo- 
tives ^  and  that  everymanhad  as  goodlnten-. 
tions   as  it    is  probable  z^KoUnos  himfeif 
had. 

In  the  year  i^?^.  his  Book^  was  firfl  pu* 
Jbliihed  mthfiy^  JffrQhtions  before  it.  One 
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of  thefe  was  by  the  Archbishop  of  Rheggio  ; 
another  was  by  the  General  of  the  Francifcansi 
who  waslikewifeone  of  the  ^ualtficators  of 
the  Inquijttion :  another  was  by  Fa,  Martin  de 
Efparfa  a  jcCu it  ^  that  had  been  Divinity  Fro- 
fejfgr  both  at  Salamanca  and  at  %omey  and  was 
at  that  time  a  jQ^aUficator  of  the  Inquifition. 
Asforthe  reft,  I  refer  you  to  the  Book  it  felf. 
The  Boo\^N2iS  no  fooner  printed ,  than  it  was 
much  read  and  highly  elleetned  both  in  Italy 
^nd  Spain,     Itwasconiidered  as  a  ISook^  writ 
with  much  Clearnefs  and  great  fimplicity^  and 
this  foraifed  the  Reputation  of  the   Author^ 
that  his  .Acquaintance  came  to  be  generally 
touch defired :  thofe  w^ho  were  in  the  greatelt 
Credit  in  Rome^  feemed  to  value  themfelves 
upon  his  friendfhip.     Letters   were  writ  to 
him  from  all  places:  fo  that  a  correfpondence 
Was  fetled  between  him  and  thoie  who  appro- 
ved of  his  i^^/A(72s!  in  many  different  places  of 
Europe,     Some  fecular  Friefs  both  at  Fome 
and  iV^/^/^j" declared  themfelves  openly  for  it : 
and  confulted  him  as  a  fort  of  an  Oracle  upon 
many  occafions.  But  thofe  who  joyned  them- 
felves to  him  with  the  greateft  Heartinefs  and 
SincerityjWerefcmeof  the  Fathers  of  the  Ora^ 
iorjj  in  particular  three  of  the  moft  Eminent 
of  them  5  who  were  ail  advanced  at   the  laft 
promotion  of  Cardinals ,  Colored^  5  Ciceri^  but 
above  all  Fetrucci  ,   who  was  accounted  his 
Timothy.     Many  of  the  £ardinals  were  alfo 

ob- 
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obferved  to  court  his  Acquaintance:  and  they 
thought  it  no  fmall  Honour  to  be  reckoned  in 
the  Qumber  of  yI/(!?/i^(?j:V  Friends.  Such  were 
Cajfanata  jl^olini  ^nd  Carpegfia  y  but  above 
all  Card.  d'Efirees.  The  Lift  you  muft  needs 
knoWj  is  a  mail  of  great  Learning;he  was  Am  - 
bitious  to  be  thought  a  Reformer  of  fome  of 
thofe  Abufesj^  which  are  among  them  ,  that 
are  lop  grofs  to  pafs  upon  a  man  of  his  freedom 
offpirit  3  who  had  been  bred  up  in  the  Sorbon^ 
and  had  converfed  much  with  Mr.  de  haunay. 
He  therefore  feemedthe  moii  zealous  of  all. 
others  to  ad  vanceil/r? //;?<?/ VDefigo:  fo  that  he 
entered  into  a  very  clofecoinnierce  with  him. 
They  were  oft  and  long  together :  and  not- ' 
withllanding  all  the  diltrult  that  a  Spamari 
has  naturally  of  a  Frenchman  ,  and  that  all 
men  have  of  one  another,  v/ho  have  lived  long 
atRome^  yet  Molinos  ^  who  w^as  finGcre  and 
plain-heartedjopened  hioifelf  widiouc  referve 
to  the  Cardinal:  and  by  his  means  a  Corre- 
fpondence  was  fetled  between  Molinos  and 
fome  in  Fr^^^^:  forthotbe  fpiritsof  thofeof 
that  iV^^^'<?^  go  generally  too  quick  for  a^  way 
of  "Devotion^  that  was  fetled  and  lilent,  yet 
fome  were  llrongly  Inclined  to  favour  it  even, 
there.  Perhaps  it  might  be  confidered  as  a 
method  more  like  to  gain  upon  Protefiants  j 
and  to  facilitate  the  Defign  of  the  Re-union^ 
that  was  fo  long  talked  of  there.  All  thefe 
things  conaurred  to  raife  Molinos^ s  Cha- 
,  B  3  ra&ers,,^ 
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rafter  5  and  to  render  his  perfon  fo  conGdera' 
hXcVsfh^niht Po^exh2Xnov7Yeigns\  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  Throne ,  which  was,  you  know, 
in  the  year  i6j6.  that  he  took  moft  particular 
notice  ofhim :  and  made  it  Vifibly  apparent  5 
.  that  even  in  all  that  Exaltation  ^  he  thought 
it  might  contribute  to  raifehis  Character  ^  if 
he  were  confidered  as  zfriend  ofMolims's  and 
an  Encourager  of  his  Defign :  For  he  lodged 
him  in  an  A  ppartment  of  the  Palace  y  and  put 
many  fingular  Marks  of  his  Efteem  on  him. 
This  made  him  become  ftill  the  more  Con- 
fpicuQiis  5  when  he  had  the  advantage  of  Fa- 
vour ]oyncd  to  his  other  Qualities:  tho  he  nei- 
ther feemed  to  be  fondof  it  5  nor  lifted  up  with 
it.     His  Converfation  was  much  defired  3  and 
many  Priejh  came  riot  only  to  form  them- 
felves  according  to  his  Method ,  but  to  difpofe 
all  their  Penetents  to  follow  it:  audit  grew 
to  be  fo  much  in  vogue  in  "R^me ,  that  all  the 
Nuns^  except  thofe  whohad/^/^/i/^/  to  their 
ConfejJors^hQg^n  to  lay  alide  then Rofaries^^nd. 
other  Devotions^  and  to  give  themfelves  much 
to  the  "pr^ciicco? Memal^rayer,  This ^^;?^ had 
more  Credit  given  toitby  thetranflationof  a 
French  Bool^^  that  was  writ  upon  the  fame 
fubjed: ,  which  Cardinal  d^Ffirees  ordered  to 
be  made.  It  was  writ  in  the  form  of  a  Dialogue^ 
and  was  printed  in  France  in  the  ye^r  1669.  by 
the  approbation  of  fome  of  the  Do6tors  of 
the  Sorlon.  I  am  able  to  give  you  no  other  ac- 
count 
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rount  of  the  Author,  but  that  in  the  halim 
Tranflation  he  is  called  Franci.  Mallevalla, 
a  Wind  Clemy-man.    The  5^<^i  being  chiefly 
formed   upolJ  the  r.o^^' oi  S.  Jerefe     th. 
TranHation of  it  was  dedicated  to  the  Dtfcal- 
Jate  Carmelites  of  her  Order.    This  did  not 
contribute  a  little  for  ra.hng  the  credit  of 
MolinoPs  Method,  finceit  appeared  to  be  ap- 
proved both  in  Italy ,  France  &u<\  Spam.     At 
the  fame  time  Fa.  Petrucd  writ  agreat  many 
Letters  and  Treat^fes  relating  to  a  Contempla- 
tive State  :  yet  he  mixed  in  many  of  them, 
fo  many  Rules  relating  to  the  Devotwns  ot 
the  0^««V^,  that  there  was  Hsoccafion  given 
for  cwiurein  his  iVritings :  They  are  a  htiie 
too  tedious  i  but  they  were  writ  chiefly  ior 
Nms  and  others,  that  perhaps  could  not  have 
apprehended  his  meaning  aright ,  u  ae  had 
expreffed  himfelf  madoierftile,and  in  fewer 
words.    Both  the  fefmtes  and  the  Dominicans 
began  to  be  alarmed  at  theprogrefs  of^^^- 
titm:  they  faw  clearly  ,  that  their  trade  wa$ 
in  a  decay,   and  muft  decay  ftill  more  and 
more,  if  fome  ftop  was  not  put  to  the  pro- 
'  erefs  of  this  new  ^Method  :  in  order  to  this, 
Swas  neceflary  to  decry  the^^/^ow  of  if. 
and  becaufe  of  all  the  Imputations  in  the 
yfioMHerefy  is  that,  which  makes  the  grea- 
teft  Impreflion  at  Rome  ,  Molmos  and  his 
Followers  were  given  out  to  be  Heretick^,    Ic 
being  alto  neceflary  to  feften  a  particular 
■      ^      '  B  4  Name 
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Name  to  every  neiA/  Herefj  ,  they  branded 
this  with  the  Name  of  Quietifm,  Books  were 
alfo  writ  by  fome  fejuites  againft  tJPKolinof 
and  his  Method;  in  which  there  appeared 
much  of  that  Sournefs  and  Malignity  that  is 
thought  to  be  peculiar  to  the  Society  r,  they 
were  alfo  writ  with  their  ufual  candor  and 
(incerity.  One  of  the  Fathers  Segueri  took  a 
more  dextrous  Method  to  decry  it.  He  be- 
gan his  Book  magnifying  the  Contemplative 
State  highly  ,  as  Superiour  to  all  others; 
and  blaming  thofe  who  had  faid  any.  thing 
that  fecmed  todetraftfromit:  yet  he  corre- 
cted all  this,  by  faying,  that  very  few  were 
capable  of  it  ^  and  th<zt  none  ought  to  pretend  to 
it  ^  hut  thofe  who  were  called  by  (jodto  fo  fu' 
hlime  a  State  :  and  by  this  he  feemed  only  to 
cenfure  the  Indifcretion  of  thofe  Spiritual 
Guides^  who  propofed  this  way  of  Devotion 
to  all  perfons ,  without  diftinclion.  He  alfo 
believed,  that  fuch  as  were  at  fome  times 
called  to  ir,  could  not  remain  long  in  fohigh 
a  ftate,  to  which  God  called  men  rather  for 
fome  happy  Minutes,  than  for  a  longer  con- 
tinuance :  therefore  he  thought  that  fuch  per- 
fons as  were  raifed  to  it ,  ought  not  to  fancy 
that  they  were  now  got  fo  far  above  all  their 
former  hel ps  3  as  never  to  need  them  any  more  : 
fo  he  propofed  to  them  the  acculloming 
themfelvesftill  to  Meditation  ^  andtofupporc 
themfelves   by  that  when  they  could   not 
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contemplate.  He  cenfured  feverely  fame  of 
Molinos^s  expreflions,  fuch  as  that,  Be  who 
had  God,  had  Chrifi  y  as  if  this  were  an  aban- 
doning ot  Chrifts Humanity:  healfoinfiilecT 
much  on  that  of  a  fixed  lool^ng  on  God^  and 
the  fujpending  of  all  the  Powers  of  the  Soul: 
but  that  on  which  he  inlifted  moft,  was 
that  Molinos  (whom  he  never  named,  tho 
he  cited  his  Words,  and  dcfcribed  him  very 
plainly)  made  the  Quiet  of  Contemplation  to 
be  a  State  to  which  a  man  could  raife  him- 
felf;  whereas  he  maintainsjthat  in  this  Quiet 
the  Soul  isfaffive ,  and  as  it  were  in  a  rapture ; 
and  thatfhe  could  not  raife  her  felf  to  li^  but 
that  it  was  an  Immediat  and  Extraordinary 
Favour,  which  was  only  to  be  expected 
from  God,  and  which  an  humble  mind  could 
not  fo  much  as  ask  of  him. 

Thefe  Difputes  raifed  fo  much  noife  in 
'Rome  ^  that  the  Incjuifition  took  Notice  o{  x\i^ 
v/hole  matter  :  Molinos  and  his  Book^^  and 
jF.  Petrucc'is  Treatijes  and  Letters^  were 
brought  under  a  fecond  and  feverer  Exami- 
nation 5  and  here  ihtfefmteswtxc  coniidered 
as  the  Accufers.  It  is  true,  one  of  the  So- 
ciety, as  was  formerly  told ,  had  approved 
Adolinosh  Book  ;  but  they  took  care  that  he 
flioiild  be  no  more  it^n  at  Rome:  for  he  was 
fcnt  asvay,  and  it  is  not  known  whether ,  it  is 
geriCrally  believed  that  he  is  iliut  up  within 
Four  Walls  y  but  what  truth  foevermay  bein 
B  5  that 
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that,  he  is  no  more  vifible ,  fo  careful  are 
they  to  have  all  th^ir  Order  fpeak  the  fame 
Language  5  and  if  any  fpeak  in  a  different  ftile 
from  the  reft,  they  atleaft  take  care  that  he 
fhall  fpeak  no  more  i  yet  in  this  Examen  that 
was  made,  both  Molinos  and  Petrmci  jufti- 
fied  themfelves  fo  well,  that  their  Books 
were   again    approved  ,  and  the   Anlwers 
which  the  lefuites  had  writ^  were  cenfured 
asfcandalous:  and  in  this  matter  P^^r«m be- 
haved himfelf  fo  fignally  well,  that  it  raifed 
not  only  the  Credit  of  the  Caufe,  but  his 
own  Reputation  To  much  5  that   foon  after 
he  was  made  Bishop  of  leffi^  which  was  a 
new  Declaration  that  the  Fo^e  made  in  their 
Favours  s  their  Books  were  now  more  efteemed 
than  ever,  their  Method  was  more  followed, 
and  the  Novelty  ot  it,  theoppofition  made  to. 
it,  hyz  Society ih^t  has  rendred  it  felf odious 
ro  all  the  World ,  and  the  new  j^pprobation 
that  was  given  to  it  after  fo  vigorous  an  Ac- 
cufation,  did  all  contribute  to  raife  the  Cre- 
dit and  to  encreafe  the  Numbers  of  the  Party, 
F.   Petrucci^s  hthzviQwx:    in    his    Bishoprick'^ 
contributed  to   raife    his    Reputation   ftill 
higher,  fo  that  his  Enemy*s  were  willing  to 
give  him  no  more  Difturbance;  and  indeed 
there  was  lefs  occafion  given  for  Ccnfure  by 
his  Writings ,  than  by  Molino'^s  little  Bookj 
whofe  fuccin£tnefs  made  that  fome  Paflages 
were  not  fo  fully  nor  focautiouily  exprefled, 

bu^ 
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but  that  there  was  room  for  making  Excep- 
tions to  them :  on  the  other  hand,  Petrucci 
wasratherexccffively  tedious,  fo  that  he  had 
fo  fully  explained  himfelf ,  that  he  very  eafily 
cleared  fome  fmall  difficulties  that  were  made 
uponfompof  his  Letters:  Infhort,  every  body 
was  that   thought   cither    fincerely  devour, 
or  that  at  leaft  aftefted  the  Reputation  oi  it, 
came  to  be  reckoned  among  the  Quietifis : 
and  if  thefe  perfonswereobferved  to  become 
more  ftrid:  m  their  Lives  ^  more  retired  and 
ferious  in  their  mental  Devotions^  yet  there 
appeared  lefs  Zeal  in  their  whole  deportment 
as  to  the  exteriour  parts  of  the  Religion  of 
that  Church.  They  were  not  fo  affiduous  at 
Mafs^  nor  fb  earneftto  procure  Majfes  to  be 
faid  for  their  Friends :  nor  were  they  fo  fre- 
i^uently  either  at  Confejfion  or  in  Procejfions: 
fb  that  the  Trade  of  thofe  that  live  by  thef^ 
things  was  fenfibly  flmk  :  and  tho  the  new 
ji^frohation   that    was    given  to    Molinos'^s 
Book^hj  the  Inquisition  ftopt  the  Mouths  of 
his   Enemies,  fo  that  they  could  no  more 
pomplain   of  it,   yet  they  did  not  ceafe  to 
icatter  about  Surmifes  ofall  that  fort  of  men, 
as  of  a  (^ahale^  that  would  have  dangerous 
confequfences;  they  remembred  the  ftory  of 
the  Illuminated  Men  o(  Spain,  and  faid,  here 
was  a  Spawn  of  the  fame  Seel :  they  infinuated, 
that  they  had  ill  Defigns,  and  profound  Se- 
crets  among  them  >  that  thefe  were  in  their 

Hearts 


2%  iiAZetterfromHOME, 

Hearts  Enemies  to  the  Chrijlian  Religiofr^zxid,: 
that  under  a  pretence  of  raifing  men  to  a 
moil  fublirae  ftrain  of  Devotion  ^  they  in« 
tended  to  wear  out  of  their  minds  the  fenfe  of 
the  Death  and  Sacrifice  of  Chrifi^  and  of  the 
other  Myfteries  of  Chriliiamtj :  and  becaufe 
34olinos  was  by  his  birth  a  Spaniard,^  it  has 
been  given  out  of  late  ^  that  perhaps  he  was 
defcended  of  a  fewuh  ot  Mahoinetan  Race^ 
and  that  he  might  carry  in  his  Blood  ,  or  in  his 
firft  Educatidn ,  fome  Seeds  of  thofe  Religions^ 
which  he  has  fince  cultivated ,  with  no  leis 
Art  than  Zeak  yet  thiflaft  Calumny  has  gai- 
ned but  Ht tie  Credit  at  Rome  >  tho  it  is  laid^ 
that  an  Order  has  been  lent  to  examine  thfe 
Regiilers  of  the  Baptifm ,  in  the  place  of  his 
Birch,  to  fee  if  his  Name  is  to  be  found  in  it 
or.not.        '     '  '     " 

Thus  he  law  himfelf  attacked  with  great 
vigour  5  and  with  an  unrelenting  Mahce.  He 
took  as  much  care  as  was  pofTible  toprcvenr^ 
or  to  iliake  off  thefe  Imputations  ;  for  he 
writ  a  Treatife,  oi  frequent  and  dayly  Com- 
munion,^j  which  was  likewife  approved  by 
feme  of  the  moft  learned  of  the  Re gnlars  at 
Rome'y  among  whom  one  is  Martinez,  z  fe^ 
juite  9  the  Senior  Divinity  Reader  in  their  Coi- 
ledge  at  Rome.  This  was  printed  with"  his. 
Spiritual  Guide,  in  the  year  1675.  and  in  the 
Preface  he  protefbg  that  he  had  not  writ  it 
with  any  defign  to  engage  himfelf  into  m-at- 
'■  ters. 
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ters  of  Controverfy,  but  that  it  was  drawn 
from  him  ^  by  the  moft  earneft  Solicitations 
of  fome  Zealous  Perfons.  In  it  he  prcfleda 
daily  Communion^  by  a  vaft  number  of  Paf- 
fagcs  that  he  deed  both  out  of  the  Ancient  Fa- 
thers ^  and  the  Schoolmen -y  yet  he  qualified 
this  and  all  his  other  diredions  in  the  matters 
of  Devotion  by  that  which  he  conftantly  re- 
peats, which  is  the  ncccffity  of  being  con- 
du<9:ed  in  all  things  by  a  Spiritual  Guide :  whe- 
ther he  intended  to  foften  the  averfion  that 
the  fefviiies  had  to  him ,  by  refuting  fome 
parts  of  Mr.  Arnaud's  famous  Book  of  Fre-^ 
quent  Commumon  or  not  J  I  cannot  tell,  but 
in  this  Difcourfe  he  anfwers  fome  of  the  Ob- 
je£tions  that  Mr,  Arnaud  had  made  to  Fre^ 
"quent  Communion  ^  and  in  particular  5  to  that 
which  he  makes  one  main  ground  of  reflrai- 
ning  men  from  it,  which  was  the  obliging 
them  to  go  thro  with  their  Penitence  and  Mor- 
tifications, before  they  were  admitted  to  the 
Sacrament  ;  whereas  Molinos  makes  the 
being  free  of  Mortal  Sin  ^  the  only  neceflary 
qualification.  In  this  Difcourfe  one  fees  more 
of  a  heated  Eloquence,  than  of  fevere  or  fo« 
lid  Reafoning  :  yet  it  prefles  the  point  of 
daily  Qommunion^  and  of  an  imi/ard  applica- 
tion of  Soul  to  lefiu  (^hrifl^  and  to  hio  Death j 
fo  vehemently  5  that  it  might  have  been  ho- 
ped that  this  lliouid  have  put  an  end  tothofe 
Surmifesj  that  had  been  thrown  out  to  de- 
fame 
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fame  him>  as  if  he  had  defigned  to  lay  afidc 
the  Humanity  of  our  Saviour ,  by  his  way 
of  Devotion :  but  there  is  no  cure  for  Jea- 
louly  5  efpecialiy  when  Malice  and  Interefl: 
areac  bottom  :  fo  new  matter  was  found  for 
cenfure  in  this  Difcourfe.    He  had  aflerted, 
that  there  was  no  other  Preparation  neceflary, 
but  to  be  free  of  Mortal  Sin:  fo  it  was  given 
out,  that  he  intended  tolay  afide  Confeffion: 
and  tho  he  had  advifed  the  ufe  of  a  Spiritual 
Guide  ^  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  things; 
yet  the  neceflity  of  Confeffion  before  CbmmU'^ 
nion  5  was  not  exprefled :  fo  that  by  this  peo- 
ple feemed  to  be  fet  at  Liberty  from  that  Obli- 
gation :  and  it  was  faid  ^  that  what  he  advifed 
with  relation  to  ^  Spiritual  Guide ^Xoo^x,  ra- 
ther like  the  taking  fome  general  Directions 
and  Council  from  ones  Priefiy  than  the  co- 
ming alwayes  to  him  as  the  ^JHiniJi-er  of  the 
Sacrament   of  Pennance   before  every  Com- 
munion ;  and  to  fupport  thrs  Imputation ,  it 
was  faid,  that  all   of  that    Cabale ^  had   fet 
down  this  tor  a  Rule,  by  which  they  con- 
du(3:ed  their  Penitents  ,  that  they  might  come 
to  the  Sacrament,  when  they  found  themfel ves 
out  of  the  ftate  of  y^^^rr^//;/,  without  going 
at  every  time  to  Confeffion  \  but  I  will  not  in- 
large  further  upon  the  matters  of  DoSlrine  or 
Devotion ,  in  which  you  may  think  that  I 
have  dwelt  too  long,  for  a  man  of  my  Bree- 
ding and  Profeffion  ;  and  I  ibould  think  fo 

my 
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iny  felf  5  if  I  were  not  confining  my  felf  ex- 
aftly  to  the  Memorials  znd  Informations  th3.t 
I  received  at  Rome.  You  will  fee  by  the  Ar^ 
tides  oh'jc&cd  to  the  Quieti^s  j  and  cenfured 
by  one  of  the  In^mjttion^  which  I  fend  you 
with  this  Letter,  wh^t  are  all  the  other 
points  that  are  laid  to  their  charge.  Only  I 
muft  advertife  you  of  one  thing,  that  their 
Friends  ^t  Rome  fay,  that  a  great  many  of 
thtk  Articles  arc  only  the  Calumnies  of  their 
Enemies  5  and  that  they  are  difowned  by 
them :  but  that  they  have  faltned  thefe  things 
on  them,  to  render  them  odious,  and  to 
make  them  fuffer  with  the  Icfs  Pitty:  which 
is  the  putting  in  pra£tice  the  fame  Maximes 
which  we  obje6t  to  their  Predeceflbrs ,  who 
condemned  the  Waldenfesznd  Albigenfes  of  a 
great  many  Errors  of  which  they  alwayes 
protefted  themfelves  Innocent:  yet  the  Ac- 
cufing  tjiem  of  thofe  horrid  Opinions  and 
Praftices,  prevailed  upon  the  Simplicity  and 
Credulity  of  the  Age,  to  animate  them  with 
all  the  Degrees  of  Rage  againfta  Se6t  of  men, 
that  were  fet  forth  as  Monfters  :  the  fame 
Maximes  and  Pohticks  areflillimputed,  and 
perhaps  not  without  reafon  to  that  fevere 
Court,  which  if  you  believe  many  has  as 
little  regard  to  Juftice  as  it  has  to  Mercy, 
Some  have  earned  their  Jealoufies  fo  far  a- 
gainft  the  jQuietifts ,  as  to  compare  their 
Maxims  to  thofe  of  Socrates  his  School^  and 

^  his 
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his.  Followers  'Sihtt  his  death,  when  they  faw 
what  his  Freedom  in  fpeaking  openly  againft 
the eftabliihc J2^//^/(?;^  had  coft  him:  they  re^ 
Iblvedto  comply  with  the  received  Cuftoms 
in  their  exteriour,  and  not  to  communicate 
their  Philofophy  to  the  Vulgar ;  nor  even  to 
their  Difciples,  till  they  had  prepared  them 
well  to  it,  by  training  them  long  in  the  pre- 
cepts  of /^^r^^e?,  which  they  called  the  P^r-^ 
^ative  State :  ^nd  when  men  were  well  tried 
and  cxercifed  in  this ,  then  they  commianicated 
to  them  their  fublimer  Secrets  :  the  meaning 
of  all  which  was ,  in  fhort ,  that  they  would 
not  difcover  their  Opinions  in  thoie  points 
that  were  contrary  to  the  received  Religion^ 
and  to  the  publick  Rites  to  any,  but  to  thofe 
of  whom  they  were  well  allured,  that  they 
would  not  betray  them  :  and  therefore  they 
fatisfied  themielves  with  having  true  and  jull: 
notions  of  things ;    but  they  pra6lifed  out- 
wardly as  the  Rabble  did.     They  bought  it 
was  no  great  matter  what  Opinions  were  en- 
tertained by  them ,  and  that  none  but  men  of 
Nolfle  and  elevated  Tempers  deferved  that 
fuchfublime Truths  ihould  be  communicated 
to  them,  and  that  the  herd  ot  ther/^/^^rnei- 
ther  were   worthy  nor  capable  of  Truch, 
which  is  too  pure  and  too  high  a  thing  for  fuch 
mean  and  bafe  minds.   The  Affinity  of  the 
nlatter  makes  me  remember  a  converfation 
that  I  oiiGC   had  with  one  of  the  wittieft 
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Clergy -men  oi  France  ^  who  is  likewife  eftee- 
mtdontohht  Lear nedfi  Men  In  it  ;  Flefaid^ 
TheWorld  could  not  bear  a  Religion  calcnlaied 
only  for  Philofophers :  The  people  did  not  knou/ 
Ufhatit  was  to  think^.and  to  govern  themselves  by 
the  Imprejfions  that  abfirafled  thoughts  made  on 
their  minds:  tkeymufl  have  oUtwdrd  things  to 
flrike  Uf  on  their  fenfes  and  Imaginations ^  to  a-* 
mufe^  t^ terrify andto ekcite  thernx  fo  legends, 
dreadful  ^orits  and  a  -pompous  Worfhip  wer^ 
neceffary  to  maJ^e  the  Impreffions  ^/Religion ^a 
deep  into  fuch  courfe  fouls:  for  a  Lancet^  faid 
he  5  can  open  a  vein  ,  but  an  Axe  mu(l  fell 
downaTree\  fo  he  concluded ,  thatthe^^iox- 
mation  had  7^educed  the  Chriftian  Religion  to 
fuch fevere  terms  ^  that  among  us  it  ^i/ as  only  a 
Religion /(?r  Philofophers :  andfincefei4/  ivere 
capable  of  that  fir  ength  of  thought :  he  conclu- 
ded ,  that  if  the  Church  of  Rome  had  perhaps 
too  much  of  this  exteriour  pomp^thofe  of  the  Re** 
formation  had  ft  rip  t  it  too  much  ^  and  had  Hot 
left  enough  of  garnishing  y  and  of  the  bells  and 
feathers  for  amujing  the  rable ,  Thelpeculation 
feems  pretty  enough,  \i  Religion  were  to  be 
coniidered  only  as  a  contrivance  of  ours ,  to  be 
fitted  by  us  to  the  tempers  and  humours  of 
People 'y  and  not  as  a  Body  oi  Divine  Truths  ^ 
I  that  are  conveyed  to  us  from  fieaven. 

Thus  \ffzs  Mo  linos' s  method  cenfored  or 

!  approved  in  Rome  ^  according  tothediiferent 

Appreheafions  and  Interefts  of  thofe  that 
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made  Reflexions  upon  it.  BvLithtfefmtes^n^ 
ding  they  were  not  fo  omnipotent  in  this  Pon- 
tificate ,  as  they  have  been  formerly  ^  refolved 
to  carry  their  point  another  u^ay.  I  need  not 
tell  you  how  great  an  Afcendant  F.  U  Chaifi 
has  gained  over  that  Monarchy  that  has  been 
fo  long  the /^^rrt?^r  of  Europe:  and  how  much 
all  the  Order  isnow  in  the  Interefts  of  France. 
TheZ<?^/with  which  that  JO'^^  has  been  extir- 
pating Herefj  j  Furnishes  them  with  abun- 
dance of  matter  for  high  Fanegyrick^  y^mct  that 
"which  in  the  opinion  of  many  will  pafs  down 
to  pofterity  ^  for  the  lafting  reproach  of  a 
Reign  ^  which  in  its  former  parts  has  feemed 
to  approach  even  to  Auquftuss  Glory  5  but 
has  received  in  this  a  ftain ,  which  with  Indif- 
ferent men  pafTes  for  a  blind ,  poor*fpirited  and 
furious  Bigottry ,  and  is  reprefented  by  Trote-- 
fiantszs  a  complication  of  as  much  Treachery 
and  Cruelty  as  the  World  ever  faw  5     yet 
among  the  l/^^rx  it  is  fet  forth  as  the  brighteft 
jSde  of  that  Glorious  Reign-.and  therefore  it  has 
been  often  cited  by  them  with  relation  to  the 
cold  correfpondence  that  is  obferved  to  be  be- 
tween the  Courts o^Rome^znd  ihzt^lV erfaillesy 
that  nothing  was  more  Incongruous  y  than  to 
fee  the  Head  of  the  Church  difpute  fo  obfti^ 
natly  with  ksEldefifon  fuch  a  trifle^as  the  mat- 
ter of  the  iR^^^/^ ,  and  that  with  fo  much  ea- 
gernefs;  and  that  he  fhew'd  fo  little  regard 
to  fo  great  a  Monarch^^  that  feemed  to  facrifice 

all 
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all  his  own  Inter  efts  to  thole  o£  his  Religton  : 
It  is  believed^  that  the  fefuits  at  Reme  3  propo- 
led  the  matter  oiMolmos  to  F,  la  Chaife^zs  a  fit 
reproach  to  be  made  to  the  Pope^  in  that  Kings 
name,  that\whilehe  himfelf  was  Imploying 
all  poffibleirieans  to  extirpate /f^r^j^/ out  of  his 
D^w/Wtj^^i-.^.jPhe  P^^<?wascherifliing  it  in  his 
own  Palace:  and  that  while  the  Pe?^^  ^preten- 
ded to  fuch  an  unyielding  Z^<^/for  the  Rights 
of  the  {hurch  y  he  was  entertaining  a  perfon 
who  was  corrupting  the  doHrinc^  or  at  leaft 
the  devotion^  of  that  ^(^^/j  of  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  be  the  i!/^^2. ,   Bus  herelmuft 
add  a  thing  which  comes  very  uneafily  from 
me,  and  yet  I  cannot  keep  my  word  to  you  5 
ofgivingyou  a  faithful  account  of  all  that  I 
could  learn  of  this  matter  at  Rome^  without 
mentioning  it.     I  do  not  pretend  to  affirm  it 
istrue,  forlonly  tell  you  what  is  believedat 
Rome^  and  not  what  I  believe  my  lelf  ,    nor 
what  I  would  have  you  to  believe ;  for  I  know 
you  have  fo  high  an  efteem  of  Cardinal ^'£« 
firees^  that  you  will  not  eafil  y  believe  any  thing 
that  is  to  his  Difadvantage-     It  is  then  laid  5 
that /?^  being  commanded  by  the  Or^d^rj-  that 
were  fent  him  from  the  (ourt  oi  France^^   to 
prolecure  MoUnos  with  all  poiUble  vigour^re- 
iblved  tofacrificehisoldFw;^^,  and  all  that 
is  facred  in  Friendships  to  the  Paffion  he  has  for 
'  t^ti  Mafters  ^lory  >   finding  then  that  there 
Was  not  matter  enough  for^^an.  Accufatioo: 
C  %      ■  *'  "-^  ^     againft 
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againfl:  Molims ,  he  refolved  to  fupply  that 
defe£thimfelfj  fo  that  he,  who  was  oiice  as 
deep  as  any  man  alive  in  the  whole  Secret  of 
t|iisAfFair  J  went  and  Informed  the  Inqutjitioifi 
ofmany  particujars^for  which  tho  there  was 
no  other  evidence  but  his  Teilimony ,  yet  that 
tvas  fufEcient  to  raife  a  great  Storm  againft 
'2ldoUnosi  and  upon  this  delation,  he  and  ^ 
few  others  of  his  friends  were  put  in  the  Irj(^Hi' 
ftion  5  but  this  was  managed|fo  fecfetly,  that 
allthat  is  pretended  to  be  known  conceriiing 
it,  isjthatuponariew Profectiti6nboth^<?- 
linos  and  Petrmci  were  brought  before  the 
Jnqmjition  in  1684.?^^^^^  was  foon  abfolved^ 
for  there  was  fo  little  objefted  to  him ,  and  he 
anlweredthat  with  fo  much  Judgement  and 
Temper,  that  he  was  quickly  difmifTedj  and 
tho  Molihos^s  matter  was  longer  in  agitation, 
yet  is  was  generally  expe£ted  that  he  fhould 
have  been  acquitted.  In  conclufion ,  a  Coi're'* 
fpondence  held  by  him  all  Europe  ovtr  ^  was 
obie6ted  to  him  i  but  that  could  be  no  Crimej 
unlefs  the  matter  of  that   Correfpondence 
was  Criminal  :  fome  fulpitions  papers  were 
found  inhis  Chamber,  but  as  he  himfelf  ex- 
plained them ,  nothing  could  be  made  out  of 
them,  till  Cardinal  <^^£/?y^^j delivered  a  Let- 
ter znd  a  Me  f  age  from  the  Kwg  oi  France  to 
the  Pope^  as  was  formerly  mentioned:   and 
that  the  Cardinglzddcd ,  that  he  himfelf  could 
prove  againft  Molinos ,  more  than  was  ne- 

celTary 
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ccflarytoilifewthathe  was  gUilty  o£  Herefy. 
The  P^^^faiclnotawordtothis  5  but  left  the 
matter  to  the  Inquijitors  ^  and  the  Cardinal 
went  to  them  ,  and  gave  other  fenfes  of  thofe 
doubtful  Paflages  ^  that  were  in  Molinos^s 
*Booki  and  Papers  J  and  pretended  that  he  knew 
from  himfelf  5  what  his  true  Meaning  in  them 
was.  The  Cardinal  owned ,  that  he  had  lived 
with  him  in  the  Appearances  of  Friendfliip : 
buthefaid,  he  had  eairly  fmelled  out  an  ill  de* 
defign  in  all  that  matter  3  that  he  faw  ofwhat 
dangerousconfequenceitwasliketo  be 5  but 
yet,  that  he  might  fully  difcover  whgt  was  at 
the  bottom  of  it,  he  confefled  ,  hefeemedto 
aflent  to  feveral  things ,  which  he  detefted  : 
and  that  by  this  means  he  faw  into  their  fecret, 
and  knew  all  the  fteps  they  made,  heftillcau* 
tioufly  observing  all  that  paft  among  them  till 
it  fhould  be  neceilary  for  him  todifcoverand 
cruih  this  Cabal.  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
feverely  this  is  cenfured ,  by  thofe  who  be- 
live  it.  I  would  rather  hope ,  that  it,  is  not; 
true,  how  pofitively  foever  it  may  be  affir- 
med at  Rome-j  butthoitis  hard  to  reconcile 
fuchaway  of  proceeding  with  the  commoii 
rules  of  human  Society  and  of  Vertue ,  yet  at 
Rome^  Zeal  for  the  Faith ,  and  againfl:  IJereJie, 
jfuperfedesall  the  Bonds  of  Morality  or  Hh^ 
mainty  jwhichareonly  thecommon^^r/^^(?Jo£ 
Heathens, 

lafhort,  what  truth  foever  maybe  in  thp 
''^"  '  C  3  '        '    '      par-; 
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particular  5  relating  to  the  Cardinal^  it  is  cer- 
tain that  ^c^/^'^e?/ was  claptup  by  the  Inquifi' 
tionin  May  1685.  and  fo  an  end  was  put  to  all 
Difcourfes  relating  to  him :  and  in  this  filence 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Quietifis  was  laid  to  fleep  5 
till  the  ninth  oiFebruarj  1 687. that  ofa  fudden 
it  broke  out  again  in  a  much  more  furprifing 
planner,  ^~-'"    ■- 

The  Count  Vef^iniani  and  his  Lady ,  Don 
J^duloRocchif  Confeffor  to  the  Prince  Borg^ 
i7^j^,  and  fome  of  his  family 9  with  feveral 
others,  in  all  Jo perfons jwcre  clapt  up. Among 
whom  many  were  highly  elleemed  both  for 
their  Learmng  &C  Piety,  The  things  laid  to  the 
charge  oHhilhurchmen  were  their  neglefting 
to  fay  their  breviary  y  and  for  the  relt,  they 
were  accufed  for  their  going  to  Communion 
without  a  going  at  every  time  Rt^c  to  Con fef- 
[ton  :  and  in  a  word  5  it  was  laid ,  that  they  ne- 
glected alithe  exterior  parts  of  their  Religion  5^ 
and  gave  them felves  up  wholly  to  Solitudeand 
inward  Prayer. The  CounteiSe  P^eJ^inianimidc 
a  great -nolle  of  this  matter  i  forihefaid/  fhe 
had  never  revealed  her  iM^//?^^  of  2)^z'^^/^^  to 
any  Mortal ,  but  to  her  Confejfo^l  ^nd  (o  it 
was  not  poffible  that  it  could  come  to  their 
kilo wledge  any  other  way  ,  but  by  his  be- 
traying that  Secret  i  and  fhe  faid^  it  was  time 
for  people  to  give  overgoing  to  Confeffion^  if 
Priefis  mzde  this  ufeof  kj  to  diicoYerthofe 
who  trufted  thcirfecreteft  Thoughts  to  them  j^ 

-'■  and' 
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and  therefore  {he  faid,  that  in  all  time  coming, 
Ihe  would  make  her  Confeffions  only  ;to  God. 
This  had  got  vent,  and  I  heard  it  generally 
talked  up  and  down  Rome:  fo  the  Inquijitors 
thought  it  more  fitting  to  difmifs  Her  and  her 
Jiuf bandy  than  to  give  any  occafion  to  leflen 
the  credit  of  Confeffion  ^  they  were  therefore 
letoutofprifonj  but  they  were  bound  to  ap- 
pear whenfoevertheylhouldbe  called  upon, 
I  cannot  exprefs  to  you 5  the  Confternation 
that  appeared  both  in  ^(^w^f  and  in  many  other 
parts  of/^^//,when  in  a  months  time  about  200 
p^r/S;^^  were  put  in  the  Inquifition  :  and  that 
allofthefuddenj  z  Method  o( Devotion  ^  that 
had  paffed  up  and  down  Italy  for  the  highelt 
Elevation  to  which  mortals  could afpire,  was 
found  to  be  Heretical  ,  and  that  the  chief 
promoters  of  it  were  fhut  up  in  prifon. 

But  the  moft  furprifing  part  of  the  whole 
iloryjwasjthat  the  P^p^himfelfcame  to  be  fuf- 
pe£ted  as  a  favourer  of  this  new  Herefy  :  fo 
that  on  the  15th.  of  jF^^r/^«^rjfome  were  de- 
puted by  the  Courp  of  tht  In quifition  to  exa- 
minhirn,  not  in  the  quality  ofchrifis  f^icar  ^ 
or  St.  ^etersfticcejfor ,  but  in  the  fingle  quality 
o£  Benedict  Odefcakhi:  what  paffed  in  that 
Audience,  was  too  great  a  Secret  for  me  to  be 
able  to  penetrate  into  it:  but  upon  this  there 
were  many  and  ftrange  Difcourfes  up  and 
down  Rome  :  Sc  while  wcHeretich  were  upoa 
that  asking ,  where  was  the  Popes  Infallibility} 
C   4-  X 
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I  remember  a  very  pretty  Anfwer  that  wa? 
ITiademe.    Theyfaid,  theT^p^j  Infdlibilitj 
did  not  flow  from  any  thing  that  was  Perfonal 
in  him  5  but  from  the  care  that  Chrift  had  of 
his  Church  \  for  a  Pope  ^  faid  one^  may  be  a 
Uerctick^  as  he  is  a  private  man :  but  Chrift, 
who  faid  to&.  Peter  ^  feed  my  sheej> ,  willcer^ 
tainly  fo  order  matters  that  thePj?/?<?  fliall  never 
decree  //^r^//,  and  by  confequeneeiliall  never 
give  the  flock  ?(?7/J/^  inftead  of  the  Bread  of 
JLife ;  while  the  P opes  Her efjwz^  only  a  perfo- 
nal thing  5  .it  could  have  no  other  effect  but  to 
damnliimfelf:  but  if  he  decreed  Her^fy^  this 
corrupted  the  whole  Church  :  and  fince  Chrift 
had  committed  all  thc^<?c-^tothe  Popes  care  , 
it  ought  to  be  believed,  that  he  would  never 
fuffertherp  to  pronounce  Herefy  ex  Cathedra  y 
as  they  call  it. "  Thi§  had  fome  colour  in  it , 
that  was  plaufible:  but  the  fhift  of  which  ano- 
ther fervedhimfelf,  feemed  Intolerable.  He 
faid  5  the  Pop^e  could  never  decree  Herefy :  for 
which  he  argued  thusrhe  muft  be  zHeretid^t" 
fore  he  can  decree  it|  and  upon  that  he  gave  me 
many  Authorities  to  prove,  that  in  the  minute 
that  the  "PopehccamcaHerettck^j  he  fell  ^^/^ 
faBo  from  his  Dignity  y  and  therefore  he  faid , 
the  P^/?^  could  not  decree //ipr^/y5.for  he  muft 
havefallenfrom  his  Chair  ^  and  have  forfeited 
|iis  Authority ,  before  he  could  poffibly  d;oit : 
lo  that  he  was  no  more  Pope.     This  lookt  fp 
like  a  Juggle  of  the  Schools  ^  that  I  c6nfefs  it 
^  '  .  made 
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made  no  great  Impreffion  on  me.  Imagine 
what  a  thing  it  would  bejto  fee  a  King  accufed 
o£Treafon  by  one  of  his  own  Courts  5,  and  then 
you  have  fancied  feme  what  that  comes  near' 
this  attempt  of  the  Inquijition^s  :  which  being 
aC(7«r/authorifed  by  the  Pope^  yet  had  the 
Boldnefsto  examin  himfelf:  and  it  had  cer- 
tainly  been  an  odd  piece  of  News  5  if  upon  the 
Popes  Anfwers ,  the  Inqtiijition  had  ftained  him 
with  the  Imputation  of  jkerefy^^xidi  had  lodged 
him  in  the  Minerva.  Upon  the  difcourfe  to 
which  this  gave  occafion,  I  have  heard  the 
Authority  of  the  Court  oi  Inquijition  magnified 
to  fo  Extravagant  a  degree  ^  that  fome  have 
aflerted ,  it  was  in  fome  refpe£ts  Juperiour 
even  to  the  P^^^  himfelf.  Two  days  after 
that,  the  Inquifition  fent  a  Circular  Letter  to 
Card.  Cibo^  as  the  chief  Minifler ,  to  be  fent 
by  him  all  about  Italy  ^  of  which  I  fend  you  a 
Copy  in  Italian  :  for  tho  it  ought  to  have  been 
writ  in  Latin ,  yet  I  do  not  know  how  it 
came  to  be  writ  in  Italian  :  for  the  writing  it 
in  the  Vulgar  language,,  wascenfured  not 
only  as  an  Indecent  thmg,  but  as  tHat  which 
made  the  matter  more  publick^  it  was  ad- 
drefled  to  all  Prelats ;  and  it  warns  them , 
that  wheras  many  Schaols  and  Fraternities 
were  formed  in  feveral  parts  of  Italy^  in  which 
fome  perfons ,  under  a  pretence  of  leading 
people  into  thtWayes  of  the  Spirit  y  and  to  the 
prayer  of  gf///>m^/,  theyinftilledin  them  many 
.     /  C  K  abo- 
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abominable  jy>r^y/^J5 therefore  a  flri(9:e  charge 
was  given  to  diflblve  all  thefe  Societies  :_and 
to  oblige  all  the  Spirimal  Guides  to  tread  in 
thekiiown  Paths:  and  in  particular ,  to  take 
care^  that  none  of  thttfort  fhould  be  fuffered  to 
have  the  Direftionof  the  Tanneries ,  Order 
was  likewife  given  to  proceed  in  the  way  of 
Juftice  againft  thofe  who  fhould  be  found 
guilty  of  thefe  abominable  Errors:  After  this 
a  ftri£t  enquiry  was  made  into  all  the  Nunne* 
rw  of  Rome  3*  formoft  of  their  BireElors  and 
Confejfours  were  found  to  be  engaged  into  this 
new  Method.  It  was lound  that  the  Carmelites^ 
the  Nuns  of  the  Conception ,  of  the  Falefirina  5 
and  Albdno  5  were  wholly  given  up  to  Prayer 
^nd  Comemplation  y  and  that  inftead  of  their 
Beads  ^^  and  their  JFJours  ^  and  the  other  Devo- 
tions to  5<«w^  5  or  Images^  they  were  much 
alone,  and   oft  in  the  ^xercifc  oi  Mental 
Prayer:  ^nd  when  they  were  asked 5  why  they 
had  laid  afide  the  ufe  of  their  Beads ,  and  their 
antient ^<?r;^/ 3  their Aniwer  was,  that  their 
DireBorshzd  advifed  them  5  to  Wean  them» 
felves  from  thele  things  5  as  being  but  Rude' 
Beginnings,  and  Hindrances  to  their  further 
progrels:  they  juftified  alfo  their  Pradice 
from  tliofe  Books  that  had  been  lately  publi-. 
fhed  by  the  approbation  of  the  Inquifttors 
themfelves,    fuch  as  Molinos  and  Pet rucciV 
Books.     When  report  was  mad  e  of  this  mat- 
ter to  the  Inqmfition  5  they  lent  Orders  to  take 
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out  of  the  Nfins  hands  all  thofe  Boahi  and 
luch  Forms  oi  Devotion  as  were   written  in 
thatftrain^  and  they  required  them  to  return 
again  to  the  ufe  of  their  Beads ,  and  their  other 
abandoned  Forms  5  which  was  no  fmall  morti- 
fication to  them.     The  Circular  Letter  pro- 
duced no  great  effe&s  3  for  moil  of  the  Italian 
Bishops  were  either  extream  unconcerned  in 
all  thofe  mattersjor  werelnclined  to  Molinos^s 
Method:  and  whereas  it  was  Intended 5   that 
this  as  wellasall  tlie  other  Orders  xhzt  come 
from  the  InqHifition  5  fhould  he  kept  fecretj 
yet  it  got  abroad  ,  and  ^<?j5;i>j  of  it  were  in  all 
peoples  hands ,  fo  that  this  gave  the  Romans 
the  more  occafiontcTdifcourfe  of  thefe  mat- 
ters 5    which  troubled   the    Inquifitors   ex- 
treamly5  who  love  not  to  have  the  World 
look  into  their  Proceedings,  nor  to  defcant 
upon  them  2  they  blamed  Card.  C^bo^  as  if 
this  matter  was  grown  fo  publick  by  his  means-* 
but  he  on  the  other  hand  blamed  the  Inquifi- 
tors for  it  5    and  his  Secretary  blamed  both. 
It  was  alfoiaid,  that  the  P^/?^  was  not  plea- 
fed  with  Card.  Ciho's  conduft,  and  that  he 
thought  he  had  fulfered  this  matter  to  go  too 
far  5  without  giving  a  check  to  the  Inquifi-^ 
torsy  when  it  might  have  been  more  eafily 
done  ;     wheras  now  matters  are  gone  to 
that  height  5  that  many  think  they  cannot 
end   without    fome    very    great   ScandaL 
For  '^zQuality  ofthcPrifoners  is  confiderablej 

Ibmc 
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fome  of  Cardinal  PetruccPs  Domeji-icksj  an4 
both  his  Secretary  and  his  Nephew  were  of 
the  Number  5  and  tho  the  Cardinal  himfeif 
came  to  Rome  foon  after,  yet  he  was  there 
for  fqme  time  Incognito.  It  is  generally  belie- 
ved 5  that  both  he  and  the  Cardinal  Carajfa^ 
and  Cardinal  Ciceri ,  who  is  Bin:iop  of  Como^ 
are  in  great  apprehenfions  of  a  llorm  from 
the  Inq^ujition:  and  the  Ceremony  of  giving 
them  their  Hats  being  fo  long  delayed,  was 
generally  afcribed  to  fome  complaints  that 
It  feems  the  Inquifitors  made  ^  yet  in  Conclu- 
sion they  appeared  ml? Mick  ,  and  had  there 
Hms  given  them.  The  Duke  of  Ceri ,  Don 
Livio^  that  is  the  Popes  Ts^phew  ^  isbelieveci 
to  be  deeply  engaged  in  the  matter:  for  the 
Count  Vefpiniani^  whowasfiril  feiied  on,  is 
his  particular  Friend  and  Favorite  :  and  is  a 
fort  of  aPomellickof  his.  Don  Livio  him- 
feif  is  likewiie  a  perfon  of  a  Melancholy 
Temper  5  that  is  much  retired  5  and  this  at 
prefent  is  enough  to  make  a  man  pals  there 
for  a  jQmetifi.  He  went  from  Rome  to  a 
Houfe  he  has  not  far  from  Civitavecchia^  to 
avoid,  as  was  thought,  the  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  In^uijitors.  The  Pope  writ  oft 
for  him ,  before  he  could  prevail  with  him 
to  return  i  and  it  was  faid,  that  he  did  not 
think  himfeif  fecure  even  after  all  the  Aflu- 
ranees  that  the  Pope  gave  him ,  that  no  harm 
fliould  come  to  him  j  for  it  might  be  juftly 

enough. 
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enough  apprehended  ,  that  the  tnqmjitors^ 
who  had  been  fo  hardy  as  to  examin  the 
Pope^  would  make  no  Ceremony  with  his 
Nephew  J  if  they  found  matter  againfthim. 

But  among  all  that  v/ere  clapt  iip5  Father 
Appiani  was  the  man  that  furprifed  the  Ro- 
man's  the  rboil:  he  wasfeifed  onthefirft  Sun- 
day of  April 'j  he  wasefteemedthelearnedeft 
ana  Eminenteil  fefuite  that  wzs  in  the  whole 
Roman  Colledge.  This  did  dot  a  little  morti- 
fie  the  Society  5  one  of  their   Fathers  had 
approved  o?  Mo  linos'^  s  Book,  and  now  ano- 
ther was  found  to  be  engaged  in  this  matter: 
Upon  which  a  Priefi  ^  that  was  indeed  no 
Friend  to  their  Order  5  faid  to  me  5  that  thii 
was  their  true  ^enius^  to  have  men  among  them 
of  all  Jides  3  that  fo  which  fide  foever  pre- 
vailed, they  might  have  fbme  among  them, 
that  fhould  have  a  confiderable  fhare  in  the 
Honour  of  the  Viftorious.    And  thus  if  Mo- 
linos^s  Method  had  been  eftabliihed  ,  then 
they  would  have  gloried  as  much  in  E(parz.a 
tod  Appianiy  as  they  are  now  afhamed  of 
them.  It  is  likely  that  they  hadnotdifcovered 
AppianPs  favouring  the  party  ,  otherwife  no 
doubt  they  had  been  before-hand  with  the 
Inqnifition^  and  had  fhut  him  up  as  they  did 
Effarz.a  5    and  fo  have  covered,  themfelves 
from  the  reproach  of  having  a  man  that  fa-* 
voured  Herefy  among  them.     But  the  Con- 
fidence of  that  Society  is  an  Original  j  and  fince 

I  have 
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I  have  this  occafion  to  mention  them,  I  will 
here  digrefs  a  little  from  the  bufinefs  of 
'  ^^ietifm^  to  give  you  account  oilbmeof  their 
Praftices  at  Rome  ^  with  relation  to  English 
jijfairs ,  with  which  I  was  made  acquamted 
during  my  ftay  there.  .    .      , 

There  is  a  fefmt  belonging  to  the  English 
Houfe,  F.  C^fi;^,  well  known  m  England^  by 
fome  of  his  Writings^  znd  in  particular  by 
one  againftthe  Oath  of  Allegeance^  in  which 
he  pleads  for  the  Pofes  Power  of  depofing 
Princes  3  it  feems  he  was  forry  to  fee  that  the 
Difcourfe  which  he  had  writ  againfl:  the  ta- 
king that  Oath  5  had  no  betterefte£fc5  and  that 
the  Papifls  generally  took  it :  fo  he  refolved 
to  carry  this  matter  further  5  therefore  tho 
he  had  no  other  Character  but  that  of  a  iv^- 
ther  ot  the  Society  >  he  propofed  at  %ome^  that 
a  formal  Oath^  abjuring  the  O^h  of  Alle-> 
geance^  fhould  be  taken  by  all  who  had  ta- 
ken the  other  3  and  that  for  all  that  fhould 
be  received  toht  Students  in  that  Houfe,  in 
all  time  coming  5  they  fhould  be  bound  by  an 
Oath  never  to  fwear  the  Oath  of  Allegiance : 
fincehefaid5atimemightcome5  in  which  it 
ihould  be  neceflary  for  their  laterefls,  that, 
they  fhould  be  under  no  fuch  tie  to  a  Here^ 
tical  Prince :  But  becaufe  it  was  not  fafe  for 
them  to  enjoin  any  new  Oath  ^  without  aa 
order  from  the  Court  of  the  Rota^  according 
to  the  Forms  there,  it  was  neccffaiy  to  pre- 
fect 
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fenta  Memorial  for  this:  and  that  ought  to 
come  from  the  ProteUor  of  the  Nation  con- 
cerned :  So  he  ought  to  have  addrefled  him- 
felf  to  Cardinal  Hoti^ard;  but  the  Cardimlh 
temper  ^  and  his  principles^  with  relation  to 
Civil  Obedience  5  were  fowell  known  5  that 
F.  Cahh  thought  to  carry  the  bufineis  without 
his  having  any  fharein  it.  Yet  he  found  him- 
felf  miflaken  s  for  the  Z^i^^^^iofthe^^^^  were 
furprifed  at  the  Propofitionj  and  gave  notice 
of  it  to  the  Pofe^  who  lookt  upon  it  as  a 
thing  o£  very  bad  confequence  :  and  askt 
Cardinal  Howard^  if  it  had  been  fet  on  by 
any  direction  from  himy  for  it  feems  his  Name 
was  made  ufe  of,  tho  without  his  know- 
ledg.  The  Cardinal  was  furprifed  at  it  ^  and 
highly  refcnted  the  Impudence  of  F.  Cann  t 
He  fent  a  Complaint  of  it  to  the  General  of 
xht  Society^  who 5  to  give  the  Cardinal (om^ 
content,  gave  Cann  a  Reprimand ,  and  fent 
him  out  of  Rome :  But  the  lefuites  carry  % 
Grudge  in  their  Hearts  to  the  Cardinal  for 
this  5  and  other  things  :  and  this  appeared 
very  vifibly  during  the  Earl  of  Ckftlemain^$ 
Embaffay :  for  tho  he  lodged  for  fome  time  in 
the  Cardinal s  Palace^  yet  he  gave  hitafelfup 
fo  intirely  to  the  Condu6t  of  the  fefmtes^ 
that  the  Cardinal  was  quite  fhut  out  of  the 
'  Councils  r  and  while  F^^Morgan  came  at  all 
hours  to  the  Ambajfadour^  even  in  his  night 
Gown  and  Shippers  5  which  was  thought 


4§         2/^  Letter  from  R  O  ME  j 

ail  unufual  thing  at  Romcy  where  publicit 
perfons  live  m  an  exa6tne{s  of  Ceremony: 
once  the  Cardinal  was  made  to  wait  in   the 
Antichamber,  while  the  Father  was  within 
entertaining    the  Amhaptdour  in    this  lafy 
drefs,  who  coming  out  in  it,  the  Cardinal 
was  fo  provoked  at  this  Indignity  5  that  was 
done  him  5  and  at  the  lefuites  Infolencej  that 
he  threatned  to  fling  him  down  flairs,  if  he 
ever  prefumed  to  cofne  within  his  Houfe  a-i 
gain  in  that  Habit  :  and  indeed^  a  Cdrdihdl 
makes  fd  great  a  figure  in  Rome  y  thatfuch  an 
ufage  of  hirii  was  thought  a  little  Extraordi- 
nary, but  the  Cardinal^  of  fomild^  temper^ 
and  the  lefuites  are  fo  violent ,  as  to  be  rec- 
koned the  Hornsof  theBea^,^  thatnoWon- 
def  if  a    Sympathy   of  temper    made  the 
Ambaffador  fall  iri  more  naturally  with  them. 
But  I  will  now  return  to  the  Qm^iti^s^ 
from  whom,  the  particular  regard  that  I  hear 
to  the  Order  of  the  lefuites  ^\\%s  diverted  me 
fo  long»   The  Prifons  of  the  Holy  Office  were 
full  J  and  the  Terrour  of  this  matter  had 
ftruck  fo  many,  that  no  body  Could  guefs 
when  or  where  it  fliould  ftopo   Itislaid^that 
the  Inqui fit  ours  have  found  in  lome  of  their 
Examinations  5  that  they  have  to  do  with 
tiien  that  are  learneder  than  themfelves :  and 
that  their  Prifoners  are  fleady  and  refoJute.  It 
is  alfo  feidj  that  their  Friends  abroad  have  ex- 
prefled  a  great  concern  for  themji  and  foir 

the 
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the  caufe  of  their  Sufferings  5  and  that  many 
Letters  have  been  writ  to  the  Inquifitorsj 
wifhing  them  to  conGdcr  well  what  they  do 
to  their  Prifoners$  and  afluring  them,  that 
they  will  maintain  their  Interelts ;  and  that 
they  are  ready  to  feal  them  with  their  Blood. 
It  is  certain,  the  Vop  and  Cardinal  Ciho  are 
much  troubled  5  to  fee  that  this  matter  is 
gone  fo  far,  and  is  now  fo  much  talked  of. 
Cardinal  Petmcci  is  ftill  much  in  xhtPcpes 
favour ,  and  was  fuffered  not  long  ago  to  go 
vifit  Molinds,  with  whom  he  had  a  longcon- 
verfation  all  alone  ^  but  the  fubje£t  and  thfe 
elFefts  of  it  are  not  known:  yet  aievere  Sen- 
tence is  expected  ag'^in&  ^J^olmos.  Thoie^ 
that  fpeak  the.  mildeffc,  thinlt  he  will  be  a 
Prifonerfor  life:  but  a  little  time  will  (hew 
more  than  I  can  prefume  to  tell  you.  It  is  a 
terrible  thing  to  have  the  whole  body^of  the 
Regular s^gunik.  one,  who  according  to  the 
eftimate  that  is  made  at  Rome^  are  aboiit 
50COD0.  Perfons,  and  of  that  number  it  is 
faid  the /f/^i/^<?j  make  40000.  In  the  City  of 
Naples  alone  it  is  believed  the  Regulars  and 
other  Ecclefiafticks  amount  to  25000.  fo  it  is 
very  likely ,  that  when  fdch  Bodies  j  and  M6  • 
linos  are  inthebal}ance5C<?/^/?^/^'sRefolution 
may  once  more  take  place :  It  is  expedient  that 
me  man  should  die^rather  than  that  thofe  Natu 
ms  of  ^gulars  fhould  perish  5  or  their  Trade 
and  Profits  be  kfsned.  But  to  come  to  an  end^ 
/       D  the 
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the  In^uif  tors  have  prepared  the  world  for  any 
Judgments  that  they  may  pafs  in  this  matter^ 
by  ordering  one  of  their  number,  to  draw  up 
a  Genfureof  19.  Articles ,  which  he  pretends 
to  have  colleded  out  of  the  Writings  'and. 
JDoBrmes  of  the  ^metifis ,  and  thus  by  repre- 
lenting  themfo  odiouily  ,  they  have  as  much 
as  in  them  lies^  prevented  thofe  Compaffions 
l^hich  may  perhaps  be  kindled  by  the  fuffe- 
rings  of  thole  whom  they  may  condemn  as 
guilty  of  thofe  cenfured  Opinions.     I  have 
aiow  given  yoti  all  the  Informations  that  I 
fcouldpicfc  up  of  this  matter  ^  with  allpoffi- 
ble  fincerity^  for  I  have  reprefented  this  bu- 
linefs  to  you,  juft  as  it  was  fet  before  my  felf^ 
without  making  any  Additions  to  it,  orinter- 
l^ofing  my  poor  judgment  in  fuch  a  matter, 
which  I  leave  to  you,  and  to  fuch  as  you  are. 
1  conclude  5  referring  you  for  a  further  light 
into  this  Affair  totheCenfure  of  the  Inquiji- 
tors ,  which  I  procured  in  Italian ,  for  tho  pro- 
bably it  is  written  Originally  in  Latin  ^  yet  I 
could  not  get  a  Copy  of  the  Latin  Cenfure, 
and  fo  was  forced  to  content  rtiy  felf  with 
this  that  follows.  It  appears  by  it  ^  how  low 
the  Iludy  both  of  L>ivinity  and  of  the  Scrip- 
tures is  funk   at  Rome :  fome  few  llrictures 
will  be  found  on  the  Margin  of  the  English 
Tranjlation  of  this  Cenfsir^  which  I  have  ad- 
ded,  becaufe  fome  perhaps  may  defire  to  fee 
this  5  v/ho  do  not  underftand  Italian. 

The 
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That  was  fen t  about  Itali ,  by  tile 
Order  of  the  Inqul/thon. 

J^^mo     ^   j^mo    ^1^  ^l^    QlJm, 

ESfendo  venuto  a  noticia  di  queft^  Sacra  Con- 
gregatione?  che  indiverfiluoghid'Italiafi  vadi- 
no  poco  a  poco  erigendo,.e  forfe  anche  fi  fiano 
erecte  certe  Scuole  o  Compagnie ,  Fratellanze ,  6 
Radunanze,  dcon  altro  nomi,  6  nelleChiefe,  6 
nelli  Oratorii,  o.jnCafe  private  a  titolo di  Confe- 
renzeSpirituali  ,  6 fiano  di  fole  Donne,  6  di  foli 
Huomini,  6  mifti ,  nelle  quali  alcuni  direttori  Spi- 
rituali  inefperci  deIJa  vera  via  dello  Spirito  calcara 
da  Santi,  eforfe  anche  malitiofi  lotto  titolo  d'inftra- 
dare  Panitne   per,  I'Oratipne,    che  chiamano  la 
la  Quiete>  odipura  Fede  Interna  ,  6  conaltri  no- 
me,  benchedalprincipioapparifcaj  che  perfaadino 
maffime  d'ifquifita  perfettione  ,  ad  ogni  modo  da 
certiprincipiimarintefi,  e  peggio  pratticati  vanna 
infenfibilmenteinftillando  nella  mente  de  fempJict 
diverfi  graviffimi  errori ,  che  poi  abortifcono  anqo 
inaperte  Erefie,  &  abominevoli  laidezze  con  d^C- 
capito  irreparabile  di  quelle  anime,  che  per  folo 
zelo  di  ben  lervire  a  Dio  fi  mettono  in  cnano  di  fim- 
plicc  Direttori ,  come  pur  rroppoenotoeflerfequi- 
:o  in  qualche  luogha  Hanno  percio  quefti  miei 
Em,  Signori  Colleghi  Generali  Ipqaifitori  ftiniato 
I  D  z  op^ 
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opportiino  di  fignificare  a  V.  .E.  con  la  pr^Jente  che 
fifa  ciircolare  aituttigU  Ordinarii  d'ltalia  ;  accid  fi 
compiaccia  d'invigilare  fopra  qialfivoglia  nuove 
adunanzefimili  diverfe  dalle  gia  prarticate  &  appro- 
rate  ne  luoghi  Cattolici  ,etrovandone  de  talionni- 
natnente,  le  abolifcajne  permetta  in  avenire  che 
in  mod©  alcuno  ne  vengano  inftituitcsdc  infifta? 
chdi  Dir^ttoriSpirituali  caminino  la  ftrada  battuta 
della  perfettione  Chriftiana ,  fenza  affettar e  fingo- 
larita  diviediSpirito,  conavvertire  fopra  tutto,  che 
nefluna  perfona  fofpetta  di  novita  fitnili  s'ingerifca  a 
diriggere  ne  invoccjneinfcrktolemojiachej^ccio 
iehenon  entri  ne'  Monafterii  quella  peftC)  che  pur 
troppo  potrebbe  contaminare  lafpiricual  intentione 
di  quelte  Spofe  del  Signore,  il  che  tutto  (i  ri- 
inette  alia  prudenza  deli'  E.  V.  con  che  pero  hon 
s'intenda  con  quelle  provlfionali ,  cheella  fara  per 
fare  preclufa  la  via  di  procedcre,  anche  per  via  di 
giuftitia:  quando  fi  fcopriffero  in  quakhe  perfona 
tali  error  i  non  efcufabiii.  In  tan  to  (i  va  qui  digeren- 
do  la  materia* per  poter  a  fuo  tempo  auveitire  il 
Chriftianefitno  degli  errori  da  evitarfi,  E  le  Bacio, 
i5.Febrari>  1687. 


THE 

CIRCULAR  LETTER, 

Put  in  English 

Mojl  Eminent^  or  Mofl  Reverend  Lord: 
HIS  Holy  Congregation ,    having    re- 


T 


ceived  Advehifement,  that  there  are  fome 


m 
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m  divers  places  of  Italy^  that  by  little  and 
Iktlt  are  ereding,  or  perhaps  that  have  alrea- 
dy ered:ed ,  f ome  Schools ,  Companies ,  Frater^ 
nities  yov  Ajfemblies  ^  under  fome  other  De-« 
nomination  3  either  in   Churches  5   Cha^^els^ 
or  in  private  Boujes,  under  the  pretence  of 
Spiritual   Conferences  5  and  thefe  confifling 
either  only  of  Women,  or  only  of  Men^  or  of 
both  Sexes  together  5  in  which  fome  Spiritual 
Guides  ^  that  are  unacquainted  with  the  true 
74^ay  of  the  Sprit  ^  in  which  the  Saints  have 
trod,  and  that  are  perhaps  men  of  ill  defigns, 
do  under  the  pretence  of  leading  Souls  by  the 
Prayer  vf  jQuietnefs  /as  they  call  it ,  or  of  Purs 
Inward  Fanh  ,  or  under  any  other  name ,  in 
which  tho  in  the  beginning  that  they  carry 
men,  by  Maxims  that  are  of  the   higheft 
perfe6}:ion,yet  at  laft  they  by  certain  principles, 
that  are  ill  underilood ,  and  worfe  practifed, 
do  infenfibly  infute  into  the  minds  of  the  Am- 
ple 5  divers  grievous  Errors  ^  that  do  break 
out  into  open  Herefj  ^  and   to   abominable 
PradiceSj  to  the  irreparable  prejudice  of  thofe 
Souls,  who  out  of  their  (ingle  Zeal  to  ferve 
God  well,  put  themfelves  in  the  hands  of  fuch 
fimple  DireBorSj  which  is   too  notorioufly 
known  to  have  fallen  out  in  fo^ie  places.    In 
confideration  of  all  this,  my  moft  Eminent 
i  Lords  and  (Colleagues  ^  \h^  Inquifiters  General-^ 
have  thought  fit  tofignify  this  to  you,  by  thi? 
Ckcular  Letter^  which  is  feat  to  all  the  Or^ 
D  X  dinari^^ 
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dinar ies  o£ltaly^  that  fo  you  may  be  pleafed^ 
to  watch  over  all  fuch  new  Aflembhes^  that 
are  different  from  thofe  that  are  pra6tifed  and 
approved  in  other  CathoUck  places :  and  that 
where  you  find  any  fuch ,  you  abolifh  them 
entirely ,  and  fuffer  them  not  to  be  any  further 
advanced  y  and  that  yoii  take  care  that  Spirit 
iual  Directors  fliali  tread  in  the  benten  F^ths 
{)f  Chrifiian  Ferf^liton  J  \i^ix}^  any 

Singularity  in  the  fF'^j^jT^/^^^  Spirit:  and  that 
above  all  other  things^you  take  care,  that  no 
perfon  fufpe61:ed  ofthefe  Novelties,  be  fuf- 
fered  to  thrufl:  himfelf  into  the  direction  of 
Nunneries^  either  by  Word  or  Writing :  that 
fo  this  Pipft  may  not  enter  within  thofe  Houfesj 
which  nlay  too  much  corrupt  the  Spiritual  In-' 
tention  of  thofe  Spufes  oi  Chrifi,.  All  this  is 
referred  to  your  prudence :  but  with  all  this 
provifional  care,  it  is  not  tobe  underftood  as 
if  hereby  the  proceedings  in  the  way  of Juftice, 
were  to  be  hindred,  m  cafe  any  perlons  are 
found  to  hold  inexculable  Errors.  In  the 
mean  while ,  care  is  taken  fo  to  digefl:  this  mat- 
ter,  that  Chrifiendom  may  be  in  due  timead- 
vertifed  of  thofe  Errors  that  are  t-o  be  avoided, 

Rorae  thei%,  oiFebrmry^  i  C'^'j. 


THB^ 
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^nori  principaU  diquellt^  che  eferckano 
rOratione  di  Quiece,  co*  le  Rifpofie. 

LA  Contemplationco  vero  Orationedi  Quie- 
teconfifte  in  conftituirfi  allaprefenzadi  Dio^ 
onunattodi  Fedeofcura,  para ,  &  amorofa ,  e  di- 
m  fenza  paflar  piii  avaDti  j  eienza  ammettere  dif- 
orfo ,  fpecie  j6  penfiero  alcuno ,  ftarfenecofi  otio- 
3 ;  par  efler  contrario  alia  riverenza  dovuta  a  Dio  il 
eplicare  quel  puriffimo  atto ,  il  quale  pero  e  di  tanto ' 
nerito  J  e  vigore,  che  contienc  in  fe,  anzi  fupera 
on  gran  vancaggio  tut;ti  iafiemeli  meriti  dellealcre 
irtii,  eperievera  tutt'il  tempo  della  vita  ,  mentre 
ion fi ritratti  con  un  atto  contrario:  Onde  nan  e 
eceflarioreiterarlo,  ereplicarlo. 

C  E  M,  s  u  R  A  e  R I  s  p  o  s  T  A/ 

Nian'  atto  di  Fede  ci  conftituiflTe  prefenti  a  Dioj^ 

I  quale  e  dentro,a  noi  per  indifpenfabile  neceffita 

lella  lua  Icnmenfita>  e  pero  fpeffo  dicevano  Elia,  ^ 

Vlichea  i  &  altri  Profeci ;  Vivlt  Dms  in  cujus  corjJpuBu 

D  4  i?o/ 
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Jf?o.  E  con  Agoftino  dicono  i  Tcologi :  In  H^e 
v'mm%  movemur^  erfumus.  Ounque Tatto di Fede, 
che  fuppone  Tcflere  della  Creatura ,  fuppone  qi 
gia  prima  nella  prcfenzadi  Dio,  e  folamente 
f affegnacione  di  Spirito  ncUebraecie  della  Divii 
Intornoa  quefta  airhora{aracoriteroiplatione,q 
do  r Anima  contemplara ,  e  non  fara  btiofa ,  dc 
11  primo  atto  di  Fede  ofcura ,  pura ,  &  amorofa. 
poitalfica  evidente  il  dii^e,  che  nonfono  necei 
alrri  biioni  atti.  L'Atto  buonb,  per  efler  finite 
niigliorabile,  per  mezzo  della  concinuatione  di  t 
acti.  l^e'la  moltiplicatione  di  atti  virtuofi  e*< 
trario  alia  riverenza  dovuca  a  Dio?  perche  I 
non  fi  tedia ,  6  impedifce ,  eflendo  libero  da'  ( 
paffione,  &  in  tanto  non  conyiene  replicare 
xiverentiali  a'  Maggiori  del  Mondo,  in  quanto 
quefti,  fecondo  che  poirta  rer|)erienzaifono  alteri 
impedibili,  6  tediabili  della  vifta  di  fimili  acti 
K^uentati.  L'atto  dunque  infe  fteffo  buono,  m 
piicatolara  un  buono  maggiore,e  peroda^Di 
provato  5  a  piii  rimunerabile,  che  un'  atto 
Nella  Cohtemplatione  poi  fi  fta  in  atto  di  opera 
non  oftinatamente  fopra  rattopaflato ,  efleni 
Contemplare  Toperare  mentalmentc ,  ancorche 
anco  vi  (i  richieda. 

II.  Senza  la  ContemplatLone,per  mezzo  ^ 
meditatione  non  puo  darfi  un  paflo  nella  Fe 
tione.    '•    ■  -^  '  ^.     ^-  ;  '^     ,> 

■^■i  Per  meditarfi  dal  Chriftiano  precifamen 
Paffione  di  Chriflo  ?  fi  riflette,  che  per  amor 
Kuomo  tanto  pati  un  Dio,  unde  puo  rifolvarfi  i 
inarlo>e  vokilo  obedirein  che  coimmandaj  e 
tere  in  prattica  (con  la  gratia  di  Diojdhefempn 
Noi)  calfanta  deliberatione.  Dunque  permezzo 
Meditatione  puo  bene  incaminarfir Anima  alia 
ft tiioiie*  Anni  fensa  contemplare,  e  fenza  oiedi 
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purche  s'opri  fecondo  li  Leggi ,  con  rajuto  di  Dio 
iipuo  ogn*  uno  falvare  ;  non  fifalvapoichi  non  ^ 
ptrfetto,  &  Amico  di  Dio.  Dunque  ^  falfiiEm^ 
ropinione  contenuta  nel  fecondo  Capo. 
'  ill;  La  Scienza,  t  Dottrina aiiche  Teologica  j  c 
Sacra,  ed'impedimemo ,  erepugnanza  alia  Con- 
templatione ,  dellaquale  non  poUotio  dar  giuditio 
gli  HuominiDottivniafolo  li  Medicatiyi,  e  Con- 
templativi. 

91.  La  Dottrina  Teologica  notifica  Itabili  in  noi 
rOggetto  della  Contemplatione ,  che  dicono  i 
Quiecifti  eflfer  la  Divina  Eflen^a.  Dunquc  in  not 
ecompinibile  con  la  Contemplatione  j  alia  quale 
fe  la  Teologia  repugnaffe  Pifteflq  farebbe  efler 
Gontemplativo ,  e.  nulla  faper  d'Iddio  Teologal- 
mcnte,  e  cofi  Agoflino,  e  gli  altriS^nti  Dottori^ 
e  Luminari  della  Chiefa  ,  perche  erano  fcientifici, 
li  doverebbero  iiicapaci  effer  ftati  della  Contem- 
platione. II  che  efalfo,  imperoche  Dio,  che  in- 
llituiil  Sacerdotio,  come  Miniftero  il  piii  degno, 
non  v'e  ragione  ,  che  habbia  volute  i  Sacerdotit 
jma'che  non  foflero  Contemplativi ,  gia  che  volfe^ 
col  Sacerdotio  unita  la  Scienza ,  mentre  nella  Sa- 
cra Scrittura  minaccio  per  Ofea  Profetra  a  clji  di- 
iprezzatore  della  Scienza  efercitava  il  Sacerdotio. 
iu  repulifli  fdentiam^  <3'  ego  repdlam  te^  m  Sacerdotio 
fungaris  mihi^  E  tralafcio  altrc  Scritture  ,  c  raggioni, 
perche  mi  viene  incaricata  la  breuita.  In  quanto 
poi  al  che  li  dice  in  quefto  5.  cap.  cli^e  della  Con- 
templatione non  poilbno  dar  giuditioli  Dotti,  fi 
vcde  apertamente ,  che  I'ignoranza  di  qiAefti'  fpi- 
ritelli  fenza  intelligenza  ha  una  temerita  di  noix 
volar  foggiacere  air  emenda,  per  mezzo  dclP  Infal^ 
libilefentimentode' Scientific!. 

IV.  Non  puo  darfi  perfetta  Contemplatione ,  ft 

non  circa  la  fola  Diyiriita.   I  Mifteri  4?ir.Incarn:i^ 
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natione ,  Vita ,  e  Paffione  del  noftro  Salvatore  npii 
fono  oggetto  di  Contemplatione ,  anzi  Timpedit 
conojonde  devono  da  Contemplativi  tenerfi  lon- 
tani  J  o  folo  confiderarfi  fpregiatamente. 

91.  Se  la '  Contemplatione  e  un  affettione  dell' 
In^^lletto,  edellaVolonta  conl'Ogetto,  mediant® 
la  gratia  di  Dioj  in  un.  raccoglimento  di  Spirito, 
potra  la  vita  di  Chriflp  contemplarfi  j  perche  a 
quclla  il  Chriftiano  puo  fairfi  prefente  in  Spirito,  & 
affettive  conattodi  Fede,&  Amore*  Aggi'ongo 
che  fe  Chrifto  venne  a  piantar  Paradifi  in  terra 
per  commifTione  deir  Eterno  Padre,  come  difle 
ii  Profeta  Ifaia,  Voful  verhum  meum  in  ore  tuo,  ut 
flantos  Ccelos ,  if  fmdes  terram.  Dove  la  Parafrafe 
Galdea  cofi  iegge  :  Vt  plant es  Ccslos  in  terra :  Come 
dire  (fi  come  Pintefe  Girolamo)  che  piantafle  le 
contentezze  negli  Huomini  dilgratiati  per  il  pec- 
cato  originate  :  E  fe  i  Contemplationi  fi  portano 
fopra  fe  ftp ffi  alia  Confolationi  Divine  nella  loro 
Contemplativi  ?  perche  fi  deve  difprezzare ,  e  te- 
ner  lontano  Chrifto  ,  che  erimmediato  Datore? 
Chrifto  non  impedifce  Tatto  del  Contemplatione 
fe  vecne  a  compartirci  perfettioni  ,  e  contenti 
fpirituali ,  che  fono  il  fine  de'  Contemplativi. 

V.  Le  Penitence  corporali,  raufteritadellavita 
non  convengDno  alii  Contemplativi ,  anzi  meglio 
ficominciala  converfione  dalla  vita  contemplati- 
va,  che  dalla  Purgativa ,  e  dalle  Penitenze.  An- 
cora  gli  cftctti  dellaDivotione  fenfibile,  latcne- 
rezzadel  Cuore ,  le  Lagrime  ,e  Confolationi  fpiri- 
tuali fi  devono  fuggire,  anzi  difpreggiareda'  Con. 
templativijcomecoferepugnanti  alia  Contempla« 
tione. 

R»  LeMortificationi  dilpongono  lo  Spirito  j  ac- 
cio  viva  fopra  le  motioni  del  fenfo ,  e  percio  tutti  i 
fanti  cominciaroao  a  viaggiareverfo  laPerfettione 

con 


Concermni  the  QUIETISTS.  5^9 

con  difcipline ,  Digiuni ,  &c»  Dunque  fe  i  Con- 
templativi  hanno  per  fine  arico  la  perfettione,  ben 
li  convengono  le  Penitence,  perche  piii  fpedito  fi 
rendaalla  Contemplatione,  chi  pA  tiene  domate 
le  alterationi  del  fenfo."  E  fe  Dio  promette  nelle 
Scritture  pardonar  alPeccatorepiantes  che  iaran- 
no  da  lui  le  colpe ,  ma  in  neflun  luogo  del  vec- 
chio,6nuovoTe{tamento,per  ellerfi  pofto  nella 
Contemplatione.  Dunque  meglio  fi  comincia  la 
converfioned^llavita  purgativa,  e  dalle  Penitenzea 
che  dalla  contemplatione. 

VI.  La  vera  Contemplatione  devefermarfi  nel- 
la pura  Effenza  d'Iddio  ,  fpogliata  delle  Perfone,  e 
degli  Attributi ,  e  l^Attodi  Fede  di  Dio  cofi  conce- 
pito ,  h  piiiperktto,  e  meritorio  di  qaelIo>  che  ri- 
guarda  Dio  con  le  Perfone,  &  Attributi   ' 

R.  Le  Perfone  Divine ,  e  gli  adorabili  Attributi 
di  Dio  hanno  la  raggione  tormale  d'efler  Oggetti 
di  Fede ,  ed^Amore  nel  racoglimento  delle  noftre 
potenze ,  e  nella  raflegnatione  dello  Spirito  ,  per- 
che fono  venta  rivelate ,  e  come  Predicati  Divini 
fuoni  buoni  in  fe  fteffi,  &  alle  Creature.  Donde  puo 
darfene  vera  conternplatione.  Che  poi  I'atto  di 
Fededi  Dio  fenzale  rerfone,  &  Attributi  concc- 
pitoliapiuperfetto,  c  meritorio  di  quello,  che  ri- 
guarda  Dio  con  le  Perfone ,  &  attributi  e  falfita. 
Perche  fe  gia  il  credere  che  Dio  fia  Trino ,  e  fia 
giuftoe  atto di  fede perfetto J  e  meritorio,  e  cre- 
dere Dio  vcro  neir  Eflenza  anco  e  atto  meritorio 
e  perfetco,  fara  i'atto  con  cui  li  crede  Dio  vero 
erino  9  e  giufto;,  piu  perfetto ,  e  meritorio  d'un 
altro  atto,  con  cui  folamente  fi  crede  uno  nell* 
Eflenza,  perche  fi  merita  piu  per  due  atti  dell* 
ifl:efra: virtu, che  periin folo  di quefii.  (Havendoci 
Dio  communicate  le  virtu  fiipranaturali  non  per 
far  un  atto  folo  virtuofo  ?  ma  per  avanzarfi  col'  efer- 

citi@ 
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citio  di  tali  doni)  Un'  atto  difede,  cheequiyalca 
duee  piu  meritorio,  eperfetto  diunfolo  attodelli 
due :  onde  ben  fi  conclude  contra  la  prima  pro- 
pofitionc  di  quelto  6.  Cap.  che  la  vera,  e  perfetta 
concemplatione  per  effere  megliore  devc  fermarfi 
nellapuraEfTenza  di  i)io,  ma  queftanellaPerfoiiej 
enegliAttributi. 

VII.  Nelia  Conternplatione  s'unifce  TAnima 
immcdiacamente  con  E)io ,  ondc  non  vi  fi  richiede 
Fantafmi ,  6  Imagini,  6  fpecie  di  forte  alcuna. 

R,  Nella  Conternplatione  ancorche  in  un  certo 
modo  s'unifca  r Anima  immediatamente  conDio, 
cio  e  elf ettive,  perche  viconcorre  Pintelletto  ami- 
rar  Dio  ferpplicemente ,  pero  fi  richiede  qualchq 
ipecip  per  ibllicitare  i'intellettuale  habilita  natura- 
le  a  portarli  nella  confidcratione  di  Dio ,  fervendq 
la  fpecie  per  oggetto  moctivo  all*  Intelletto* 

VIIL  Tutci  i  Contemplativi  neif  atto  della 
Conternplatione  patifcono  peile ,  &  angofcie  fi  gra^ 
vi,  chepareggianojanzifuperano,  litormenti  dell' 
ifteffi  Martiri. 

R.  Se  (come  dicono  i  Quietiftinel  primp  capo) 
la  Contemplatione  confifte  nel  farfi  prefeiite^  Diq 
con  un  atto  di  Fede  amorofa,  e  poi  fl:arlcne  in 
otio,  non  e  fprmalmente  efifere  tormentato,  e 
patirepcne  piudelli  Martiri.  Equantunquc  ad  al- 
cuno  fpelTo  fucceda  nella  Conternplatione  ango- 
fcie, edolori,  cio  proviene  da'  akracaufa  6  dal 
Demonio 5 permettendolo  Dio,  5  da*  fiachezza 
dinatura,  che  confuma  il  Corpo ,  odaVmotividi 
MalcnconiajOda'foverchio  fangue,  chaformon- 
tato  alia  tefl:a  caggiona  dolore.  Ma  moltiflimi  al- 
tri  fi  fono  vifl:i  nell"  atto  della  Conternplatione, 
circondati  di  luce  confronte  ferena,  e  bocca  ri- 
dente  >  come  Francefco  di  Paola  fu  ofiTervato  da 
|juiggiXI»  R^  di  Francia,  e  finite  la  Contempl% 
,        "     ""  tione 
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tioiie  reftartuttiinondati  di  allegre!z,za ,  perche  in 
quella  vennero  a  vifta  (femplicemente  ben  fi)  li 
fpofi,  per  reftar  conccrtato  il  Matrimonio  fra  Die  e 
TAnima. 

IX.  Nel  Sagrificio  della  Mefla ,  e  nelle  Fefte 
de'  Santi  >  e  meglio  applicarfi  all'  atto  di  pura  fe- 
de,  e  Gontemplatione  J  che  alii  Mifteri  di  eflo 
Sacrificio,  o  a  confiderare  k  attioni  j  e  le  cofe  ap« 
tencntiallimedeiimi  Santi.  -    _  . 

R.  Vive  ingannato  chi  giitdic^  critrkc  iiella 
Contcmplatio'ne  fenza  buona  difpolitione  dell'  A- 
iiima  •  e  perche  la  confideratione  delli  Mifterf del- 
la  MefTa ,  e  deirefempio  de'  Santi  e  preparam'ento 
ipirituale,  ancorche  remoto ,  percio  ftimarfi  dev^ 
meglio  >  prima  applicarfi  ilChriftiano  allaconfide- 
ratione  de  i  Mifteri  della  Meff^ ,  e  delle  attioni  de' 
Santi  J  e  poiciadarfi  alia  Gontemplatione  con  piu 
Adobbo  neir  Anima. 

X.  La  Lettione  fpiritualede' libri ,  lePredichei 
FOrationi  vocali ,  I'lnvocationi  de'  Santi,  e  cofe  fi- 
milijlono  d'impedimento  alia  Contemplationci 
overo  Oratione  di  Quiete,  alia  quale  non  fi  devc 
premettcre  preparatione  alcuna. 

R.  Se  in  ogni  profeffione ,  e' maggiorriiente  In, 
quella  della  vera,  e  non  fintionata  fpiritualita : 
'Nemo  repente  fit  fummus^  come  I'efperienza  dimo- 
ftra  J  perche  e  ordine  della  noftra  fiacca  natura, 
co'  cui  fi  va  accommodando  la  gratia  per  il  noftro 
oamino  all'  ultimo  termiiie,  dell*  Eternjta ,  che  a 
facilioribtis  Jit  incipimdum ;  che  percib  e  grand'  igno- 
ranza,  e  prefontione  entrare  nell'  Oratione  dl 
Quiete,  prima  d'altri  efercitii,  e  fenza  preparatione. 
Chi  cofi  entra ,  ufcira  ancorafcnx'  alcun  profirto. 

XL  II  Sacramento  della  Penitenza  ?  avanti  la 
Gommunione  non  e  per  1' Anime  interiori ,  e  c©n^ 
templativc ,  ma  per  r^fteriori^  e  meditative, 

■       ■  .  ^  R.   I 
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R.  I  Gontemplativi  haiino  folamente  un'  Animk 
che  e  puo  meditare ,  e  puocontemplare,  &anco 
puo  ftar  in  peccato.  Dunque  il  Sacramento  della 
Penitema  prinia  della  S.  Communione ,  enecefla- 
rio air Anime contemplative.  .,  ,, 

XI L  La  Meditatione  non  riguarda  Dib  col  lu- 
me  della  Fede ,  ma  con  il  lume  naturale  in  Spirito 
c  verita,  e  pero  non  ha  merito  appreilb  Dib, 

R.  Se  la  meditatione  non  folie  meritoria  appret 
'[c>T>'iO^  {fdtem  aliqualinr  de  congrm)  no'  farcbbe 
cofl  ^  famigliare  alle  Religibni  ,  dove  furono ,  e 
fono  grand'  Huomini  fanali  della  S.C.  R.  ne  fa- 
rebbe  incaricata  da'SS.  Pacriarchi,  e  da'  Sdmmi 
JPontefici  rimunerata  con  Indulgence  plenarie  ,  co- 
me efercitio  fpirituale,  proportionato  alii  Amici  di 
Dio,  &  a  quelli,  che  abaiidonano  le  fallacie  del 
mondo.  Di  Dio ,  come  11  puo  conofcere  Tefiftenza 
fcol  lume  naturale ,  e  con  la  fede  fbpranaturale,  cofi 
puo  darfi  Meditatione  che  lo  riguardi  naturalmen- 
t€>  e  Meditatione  che  lo  riguardi  con  fede  pura,  e 
fopranaturale.  .  .,. 

XIIL  L'lmagini  non  folo  interne ,  e  mentali,' 
ma  anco  Fefterne  folite  venerarlida'fedeli ,  come 
fono  quelle  di  Chrifto,  ede'fuoi  Santi » fono dan- 
hofe  a'  Gontemplativi ,  onde  devono  fuggirfi,  e  to- 
glier  via,  accio  non  impedifcano  la  Contempla- 
tione. 

R.  Quanto  decreto  3  e  decretara  la  S.  Madre 
Chiefa,  a  cui  prefiede  Direttore  Id  Spirito  Santo 
tutto  gioVevole  all'  Vaflallaggio  di  Chrifto  j  pero fe 
a'  Fedeli  laChiefaordina  radorationi  dellc  SS.  Im- 
magini,  non  devono  quelle  ffuggirfi,  o  toglier 
via,  come  nocive  alia  Contemplatione :  nulladi- 
meiio  alcuni  Iguardi  alia  sfuggita  verfo  dette  Im- 
magini  nonfono  valevolia  farperdere  la  Contem- 
platione ,  overo  Oratione  di  Quiete  al  Contem- 

plativQ, 
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plativo  J  quale  fe  in  ogni  cafo  la  petde ,  provienc 
dalla  fiia  troppa  imbecillita  ,  e  per  altropoie  piii 
ampia  TAnima  raggionevole ;  e  maggine  la  gra- 
tia ,  che  raffifte  di  quelio/che  fuppone /'quefte 
15.  Cap.  Anzi  la  moderata  conlideratione  di  dette 
Imagini  fervea  formar  neir  Anima  I'internora- 
coglimento,  perche  il  contemplativo  fi  facciarego- 
lare  dalla  Gratia. 

XIV.  Chi  una  volta  fi  eapplicatoallaContem- 
platione  non  deve  piu  ritornare  alia  Meditatio- 
ne,  perche  farebbe  unpallare  dal  meglio  al  peg- 

R.  E  vcro  che  e  cola  mala  pajQare  dal  meglio  al 
peggio  ,  ma  fpefTo  conviene  noii  pofledendo  attual- 
mente  it  meglio  mcaminarfi-a  poffeder  il  buono* 
E  vcro  ancora  j  che  eflendo  pontualmente  nella 
Contemplatione ,  nonfidevelacciarqueftaa  finedi 
mettarfi  nella  Meditatione.Ancorche  laContem- 
platione  fia  migliore ,  non  ritrovandofi  il  Chriftiano 
attualmente  nella  Contempladonb,  non  opera  in- 
convenientemente  applicandofi  a  meditare ,  perche 
conviene ,  che  per  ogni  via  ,  che  Dio  (ipu6  mira- 
redairAnimaj  fiadaquefta  riverentemente  ^ffe- 
quiata. 

XV,  Se  nel  tempo  della  Cdnteiliplatione  vengo- 
nopenlieribrutti,  &olceni^  nonfi  deve  uAr  diH" 
genza  alcuna  in  fcacicarli ,  no'  riccorrer  ad  alcu  uno 
buon  penfiero,  ma  compiacerfi  di  elFere  da'  quelM 
moleltato. 

R.  Per  non  perderfi  Tunione  efFettiva  con  Dio  , 
che  nella  formale  contemplatione  fi  trova  ^  e  atto  di 
pruden^a  toglier  via  roccafione,come  e  atto  di  fcio- 
peraggine  il  trattenerfii  con  compiacen^a ,  perche 
come  dice  S.  Tomafo  d' Aquino ,  qui  vult  caufam ,  tx 
quamcejjarid  ^  vd  nguUrhirJequimr  affiBm  ^  vnUvh' 
$Hati$srejfi£iiim^  E  lo  Spirito  Santo*   Qui  amMpm-* 

culum 


^4  ^  Letfhr  from  ROME, 

tulumperibh  in  illo.  Diinque  fentendo in  iioi  \A  fg- 
bellione  del  fehfo  nelia  Contemplatione ,  ancorche 
fidati  in  noi  fteffi  5  dobbiamo  ufar  ogni  diligeni^a 
per  fuperarla.  Dovemo  pero  raccommandarci  alia 
Divinita ,  e  chieder  la  fua  gratia,  per  tranquillare  i 
mali  penfierii  diffbriderc  le  fue  gioie  nell'  Anima, 
incalmare  i  fenfi  alterati,  <s^  ut  fim  afpera  in  vm 
planar, 

XVI/Nito'atto  oafettonoftrointerrio,  benche 
formatoperme'izodellafede,  e  puro,  ne  piace  a' 
Dio,  percMe  nkfte  dair  Amor  proprio,  mentre 
nonviliainfufo  dallo  Spirito  Santo,  fenfa  noftra 
ihduftria ,  e  diligen7:a  alcuna ,  onde  quelli,  che  ftan- 
honella  Contemplatione  o  inOratione  d'affetti, 
devono  (tare  otiofi  ,  6  afpettahdo  rinflaffo  dello 
Spirito  Santd.     .    .  , 

R.  A  Dio  folamehte  piaccioho  i^  fuoi  Doni ,  ma 
tutte  quelle  noftre  Operationi ,  che  da'  Noi  fifanno 
con  la  fua  Santa  Gratia.  Quinditanto  pier,  prd- 
fetta  fara*  la  Contemplatione  ,  quanto  meno  fara 
btiofa,  ptirche  il  Coritemplatore  non  fi  lafci  da'  qual- 
chefciifibiletrafportare^  preche  perderia  la  Con- 
templatione, egli  fuccederabbe  come  alia  Moglie 
di  Loth  ,  che  per  mirar  indietro  perfe  il  Caminp. 
E  poi  teriierita  afpettare  in  otiofita  riiifiufTo  miraco- 
fa'daUo  Spirito  Santo,  perche  a'  quei,  che  foiio 
neirOrationediQuietenonfi  deveil  camino  pair 
iivo,  mentre  ndn  hanno  condegnita  fopra  i  doni 
della  Spirito  Santo.  Benfi  fuccede  alle  volte  che 
lo  Spirito  penetri  P Anima  di  chi  fta  nell'  Oratione 
d'affetti,  ma  per  gratia  particolare;  Aggiongocon- 
tro  la  prima  propofitione  di  quefto  1 6.capo.Li  Quic- 
tiftidicononeli2.,capo  che  laMeditatione  non  ha 
merito  apprelTo  Dio  ,  perche  non  lo  riguarda  col 
lumedellafede,  dunque  Tatto  formato  per  mezzo 
della fcde  ha  merito  appreflb  Dio,  dunque  epuro, 
©gli  place-  XYIU 
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XVII.  Ocelli  ch'e  ftanno nell'  atto della  Contem-^ 
platione,  6  dcU' Oratione  di  Quiete ,  6  fiano  Per- 
fone  Religiofe ,  6  figli di  famiglia ,  o altri ,  chevi- 
vono  focto  Taltrui  commando ,  non  devono  in  quel 
tempo obedire  &efeguiic  gli  ordini  dclla  Regola, 
ode'  fupcriori,  per  non  interrompere  la  Contem- 
platione. 

R.  Lacontemplatiorie  ancorcHe  fia  in  noi  di  gran 
perfettione,  perche  nonci  vienc  commandacada' 
Dio,  interrompendofi  non  fi  pecca,  ma  effendoci 
commandata  da'  Dio  TObedienza  a'  Ger^itori ,  &  a 
fuperiori,  fi  deve  obedire  a'  quefti,  anco  con^laf- 
ciare  Tattual  Contemplatioile  >  perche  in  riguardo 
deir  ordine  divino  Tobedienza  e  preferibile  nella 
prattica,  ancorehe  la  Contemplatione  fia  mol- 
to  piuconfiderabile  ilella  fua  perfettione  objettiva. 

XV I  XL    Devono  i  Contemplativi  effer  total- 
mente  fpogliati  dell'  afFeho  di  tut^e  le  Cofe ,  che  ri- 
gcttino  a'  fe,  e  difpreggiiio  Ji  Doni,  e  favori  di 
Dio,  efi  difaftettionino  deli'  iftefifa  virtu ,   6  per 
maggiormente  fpogliarfi  d^ogni  cofa,  e  viver  meglio 
a'jfe  medifimi,  fare  ancdra  quello,   che  ripugno 
alia   modeftia ,    &  all'  Honefta  9    purche    noii 
fia  elpreilamente  contro  liprecetti  del  Decalogo. 
R.  Iddio  favorifce  i  Contemplativi  con  la  Com- 
municatione  de'  fuoi  boni  5  non  per  eflere  queili 
dilprezzati,  ma  per  abbellirgli  TAnima,  e  fortifi- 
:argli  I'habilita  naturale  air  efercitio  della  virtu. 
Dvnque  ancorehe  i  Contemplativi  non  fe  ne  debba- 
no  infiipcrbire ,  devono  fopramodo  (timarli ,  6  fer- 
nrfene  con  humiltadi  fpirito :  E  fe  Dio  vuole  I'ho- 
lefta  come  buona ,  fono  in  obligo  anche  i  Contem- 
plativi effer  honefti,  perche  Iddio  non  ha  fatto  de- 
:reto ,  che  privilegiaffe  i  Contemplativi  anon  effer 
bgctti  allaraggione,  lii  la  quale  fi  fondelaMode- 
tia,  e  r  houefta  della  Vita. 

E  XIX- 
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XIX.  LiContemplativifonofogettialle  Viokn^ 
ie>  perlequalireftanoprivideirufodel  liberoar- 
bitrio ,  fi  chc  fe  anco  bene  graviffimamente  pecca- 
no  efteriormente  5  nondimeno  interiormente  noti 
'fanno  peccato  alcuno  f  onde  ne  anco  devono  Con- 
ftflarfi  di  cio ,  che  htnno  fatto.  Cio  fi  prova  con  Pe- 
fernpio  di  Giob,  il  quale  con  tutto  che  non  folo 
ingiuriaile  il  Proffimo ,  ma  anco  beftemmiaffe  em- 
piamenteDio,  inogni  modo  nonpeccava  jperchc 
tutto  qucfto  faceva  per  vioienza  del  Demonio.  E 
per  dar  giuditio  di  quelle  violenze  ,  non  ferve  la 
Teologia  Scolaltica ,  e  morale  ?  ma  e  neceflario 
Spirito  fopranaturale »  il  quale  in  pocchiffimi  fi 
trova,  &  in  quefti  s'hada  giudicare  non  Tinterno 
dair  efl:erno  ^marefterno  dalFinterno. 

R.  Che  in  quefto  Cap.  19.  non  folamente  late$ 
'Anguis  fiib  herha ,  ma  apertamente  fi  vede  ,   che 
fottonomedi  Contemplativi  fpirituali,  vogliono 
i  Quiecifti  efTere  debacanti  fenfuali*    L'efempio, 
cheadduconodiGiobben  dimofl:ra  che  no'hannc 
intelligenzadellaScrittura.  Mai  Giobpecco  efl:e 
riormente  ne  contro  ilProirimo,  necontroDio. 
quandoparlo  nel  cap.  19.  nel  6  verfo ,  come  beii 
dimonflfaj  anco  per  mezxodel  fenfo  litterale  Pi 
jieda  torn.  ii.  fopra  Giob  c.  5;.  ne  pecco  contrc 
il  Proffimo,  come  nell'  ifteffo  puo  vcderfi ,  fempre 
fondata  fu  la  Dottrina  de'  SS,  Padri  ,'  che  delk 
Scritture,  e  infegnano  il  vero  fenfo.  E  per  dirla  ir  ■ 
poche  parole  con  altre  raggioni ,  la  gratia  con  h 
quale  Iddio  fempre  ci  affifte ,  unita  con  la  nofl:rs  \ 
coopefatione  puo  fuperare  ogni  aflTalto  nemico.    E  j 
Chrifto lo  dille a tattiinperfona  di  S.  Paolo :  Suffii 
mtih'igratiamea.  Dunque il  Contemplativo non  c^ 
-iiolentabile  de  vcnghi  necefficato  al  peccato  efte'] 
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THE 

FRINCIPAL     ERRORS, 

Of  thofe  who  Prailife, 

^  The  Trayer  of  Quietnefr  I  ' 

Cenfured  and  Refutcdo 


I.      E  R  R  O  R. 

^  Omem^'Ution  ,  or  the  prayer  of  Inward 
quieinefs^  confifts  in  i\{\s^  that  a  man^Ht& 
himfelfin  the  prefence  of  (jod,  hj  forming  am 
^bfcHYe  Aa  of  Faith  ^  full  of  Love  ^  ihojimple^ 
indfiops  there  ^  without  going  further  :  and 
mthout  fuffering  any  Reafomng^  the  Imager 
f  any  things  ,  or  any  Oh'je^i  whatfoever  t^ 
nterinto  his  mind  :  and  fo  remains  fixed  and 
mmoveable  ,  in  his  Act  of  Faith:  it  being  k 
i/ant  in  that  Reverence  that  is  due  to  God^ 
0  redouHe  this  Jimp  le  a^  of  his  :  which  is  a 
king  of  fo  much  Merit  ^  and  of  fo  great  force^ 
hatit  comprehends  within  it  felf^  and  far  ex^ 
eedsthe  merit  of  all  otherije'nues  ^^  jojned. 
7ge$her :  md  it  lafis  the  wipole  CQurfi  of  a  mans 
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life  5  if  it  is  notdifcontinHei  by  fbme  other  A^^ 
that  is  contrary  to  it  3   therefore  it  is  not  ne^ 
ceffary  to  repeat  of  redouble  it. 

The   Censure   and  Refutation. 
Itis  not  an  Ad  of  Faith  that  puts  usinthc 
Prefence  of  God  :  for  he  is  within  us  by  a 
neceffary  effed  of  the  Immenfity  of  his  na- 
ture :  therefore  m^,  Micaiah^  and  the  othcr^ 
Prophets  faid  ,    Vivit  Bern  in  cujm  confpettj 
flo.     The  Lord  lives  in  whofe  prefence  Iftand\ 
and  it  is  upon  the  fame  reafon  that  the  Dir 
vines  have  faid  after  S.  Auftin ,  In  Deo  vwt^ 
mm  movemnr  O^  fumus  j 
Goiwe  live  ,  we  move^  an 
have  our  being'Xo  that  an  Act 
of  Faith  ,  that  prefuppofe 
that  the  Agent  is  in   beinf 
fuppoles  likewife  that  it  is 
the  prefence  of  God^Sc  is  i 
deed  nothing elfe  but  a  R( 
fignation  that  the  Creatur 
makes  of  it  felf  to  God 
Therefore  Con  temp  latiorm 
even  during  that  firft  oP 
•-;^-7-&  7  --     lcureA6t  of  Faith  ^  that  is 
fe^finthe frejmce.f    fij^pieandfullof love^is car- 

ihe  confidering  ones  ried  on  by  the  Soul  whll 
felf  as  before  him.  ihe  looks  at  God ,  and  not 
at  all  while  fhe  continues 
inanunmoveable  ftate.  It  is  then  an  Evident 
•falfehood  to  fay,  that  other  good  aftionsarc 
•^  not 


Another  ti^outd 

'have  though  thatS^ 

Paul    should   have 

^heen  €lttd  for   this  y 

rather  thanS.  AuH^y 

pnce    he  had  faid 

this  fir flyAQiS.il^ 

V.  28.   hut  Rome 

is   mt  the  place  of 

the  Worldwhere  the 

N.  Teftament  is 

mojt    read    •    and 

this  putting  of  ones 
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not  at  all  neceflary :  any  good  a6t  being  of  its 
nature  finite,  may  become  alwayes  better  5  by 
being  often  reiteratedjand  the  mukiplyingthe 
A<fts  of  vertue  cannot  be  contrary  to  the  Re- 
verence that  is  due  to  God,  who  being  exempt 
from  all  paffion  ,  can  never  be  troubled  or 
wearied  with   Importunities 5  as  great  men 
are  apt  to  be,  who  as  Experience  teaches, 
are    often    changed  ,   difturbed ,    and    be* 
?omc  uneafy,  when  the  fame  things  are  too 
(bften  repeated  to  theni.    But  with  relation 
t  to  God ,  when  an  a6t  is  in  it  felf  good  5  the  re- 
peating it  is  a  progrefs  in  good;  which  is  ap^ 
proved  of  God  5  and  becomes  more  rnerito* 
rious  in  his  fight.   Therefore  the  Soulin  Con- 
templating, continues  her  Afts  ,    and  does 
not  ftick  obllinatly  to  one  fingle  Aft,  Con- 
umplatim  being   ftill    an  Operation  of  the 
Mind,   tho  other  things  are  like  wife  DeceP 
ifary. 

H.     E  R  R  o  R. 
One  cannot  make  one  ft e^   towards  Perfe^ 
Qion  hy  meditation  ,  that  being  to  he  obtained 
entirely  by  Conte?nplaticn,^ 

Re  5  u  t  a  t  I  o  H. 
A  Chriftian  by  meditating  ferioufly  on  the 
Paflion  of  Chrift ,  and  teflefting  on  that  Love 
that  madeaGod  fuffcr  fo  muchfor-Mankindj 
tmay  upon  that  refolve  to  love  him  again,  and 
CO  obey  all  his  Commands;  and  he  may  by  the 
grace  of  God  which  is  ever  prefent  to  us ,  puE 
E.  1  "  ""    thpfe 
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thofe  good  purpofes  in  Execution :  fo  that  tbe 
Soul  may  well  advance  towards  Perfection  hj 
Meditation  :  It  may  bealfo  done  without  Me- 
ditation :  for  every  one  that  lives  according 
to  the  Laws  of  God  ,  may  work  out  his^ 
own  Salvatibn  by  the  help  of  God.  Now 
finceno  man  c<iX\  be  faved  but  he  that  is  Pertcftj, 
and  a  Friend  of  God'^s^jthen  this  Article  is  moil 
certainly  falfe. 

III.       E   E  R    O   R. 

<»x^//  Study  and  Learnings  even  in  facred 
'iJHatters  and  in  Divinity  ^  is  a  Hindrance  t0* 
(Contemplation  :  of  which  learnedmen  are  not  ^-^ 
hie  to  make  a  true  judgment  ^  that  heing  only  t§ 
he  exj?e£led  from  thofe  that  are  given  to  Medi- 
iation  and  Contemplation. 

Refutation. 

The  Study  ot  Dtvtmty  makes  known  to  us 

the  Obje6t  ot   Contempla- 

,  t?^  .^1     J  ""    ^io^  •  which  as  the  QuietiUs 

fa!  ly  repr dented  :      ^  -       ,        *^  •    •       7^^ 

/orikQuietifts,  as  f^y  '  '^  the  Divtne  tjfence: 
aU  oihtr  Myiticks,  therforeit  confifts  well  with 
only  txctpt  to  that  Contemplation  :  and  if  the 
dry  hurnmg  which  Study  of Divinity  Were  op- 
^  mt  accompanied  ^^f^^  ^q  this  ^  then  the  igno- 
st^hhaninwardjenfe  ^^^^^  ^j  |^  -^  neceffary  to 
mfDnme  matters'  ,  r>     ^         i    ' 

'  make  a   man    Contempla- 

tive: andthusfince5.>^^7?^';jand  all  the  other 
holy  Do(9:ors  and  Lights  ofthe  Church  5  were 
inen  Learned  in  this  itudyjthey  muft  be  looked 
^^n  as  men  that  were  Incapable  of  rifing  up  19 

'- ' '~""~'  "" ~"    "'         ■  '  '  '        '  Con- 
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Goiptemplation :  which  is  falfe:  becaufe  God» 
who  has  appointed  thePriefchood  as  the  highc  ft 

degree  of  fcrvice dope  him,  cannot  be  fuppo- 

fed  to  have-'lntended  char  the  Priefis  iTiould  not 
be  Conremplativ.e  perfons  5  and 'it  ispl-a'^o. , 
that  God  will  have  his  Priefts  ro  beknowin  g: 
fince  in  the  Scriptures  he  threatens  by /^<?/^^ 
the  Prophet  fuch  as  defpifed  knowlcdg,and  yet 
were  in  the  Pnefthood.  THrej^uliJitfcijsntiam, 
& egorepellam  te  ne  facer dotio  f^ngaris.  ,  Tloo u 
hafi  rejeUed  kjtowledg  ,  and  therefore  Ihave  re-. 
je^ed  thee  from  the^  Prt^fhood.  I  pafs  over  other 
Arguments  from  fcripture  and  reafon ,  be- 
cauie  I  am  prdercd  to  be  iliort  :  and  as  for 
whatisfaid  in  this  Article  ^  ihzi.^a^  Learned. 
c^mnot  Indge  of  Contemj^iation  5  it  fliewes 
plainly,  that  the  Ignorance  of  thofe  lpiritua« 
lirts  carries  them  to  th'h  boldnefs  ,  of  noi; 
being  willing  to  fubniit  to  that  Corre6tion  ^ 
which  they  might  expect 
from  that  iofallibie  mean  of  Here  }$  a  nm  fr/k^ 
the  Judgment  of  the  Lear-_  nd-oflffdlMir/^ 
ned, 

IV.      E    R   K   O^  R-.. 

There  is  no  Contemplation  that  is   perfect^ 
bptt  that  which  regards  God  himfelf  the   My-* 

Jleries  of  the  Incarnation  ^  and  of  the  Life  and- 
Pajjion  of  our  Saviour^  are  not  the  Objetls  of 
^ontemf  Lotion  :  on  the  contrary  ,  they  htyider 
ipi^  fo  that  Contemplative  perfons  mp^fi  avoi4 

E  4  '      '    them 
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thenp  at  a  great  distance  ,   and  thinks  of  them 

only  vjith  Contempt . 

Refutation. 
If  Contemplation  is  an  afteftion  that  is 
raifed  in  the  underftanding  or  the  Will  by  its 
proper  objeft  by  the  help  of  the  Grace  of 
God^  and  that  confifts  in  an  Inward  Re- 
cplle£tion  of  the  mind ,  then  the  Life  of Chrift 
is  a  proper  Obje6t  for  it ,  fince  a  Chriftian 
can  prefent  this  to  his  thoughts  ,  and  raife 
upon  it  an  A61:  of  Faith  and  love.  Befidesj, 
Chrift  came  by  a  Commi(^ 
Ifwz  )udge  of  fion  from  his  Eternal  Father 
ihismmlnfdlthi-  to  plant  Paradife  here  on 
iHybyMwayof  earth ,  according  to  that  of 
Si'S;;t  ?e  Prophetlftias,  />.>;...- 
per  OhjeB  of  Con-  ^^^  meum  m  ore  tuo  ut  plant es 
templation  ,  we  O^los  &  fundes  terram^y  I 
will  not  much  have  Put  my  word  in  thy  mouth 
admire  it ;  ht  if  f/j^t  thou  may  plant  the  Heavens 
tue  ^'ftoks  ^"""^  efiamsh  the  earth  y  or  as 
//T/rDeVm.  ^^^  Chaldee  Paraphrase  bath 
it  5  ut  plant  es  Coelos  in  terra , 
that  thou  may  flant  the  Heavens  in  the  Earth  y 
as  if  he  had  faid  (  as  S.  ferome  undcrftood 
the  words)  that  thou  may  plant  true  joy  in 
thofe  minds  ,  that  were  debafed  by  Origi- 
nal fin  ;  and  how  can  it  be  imagined  ,  that 
Contemplative  perfons  can  rife  above  them- 
lelves  in  their  Contemplations  to  taft  of  Di* 
vine  Joy's  ^  if  they  muft  keep  at  fuch  a  di- 

ftance 


Concerning  the  QUIETISTS.  75 

llance  from  Jefus  Chrift ,  who  is  the  Imme- 
diat  giver  ofthem  3  and  defpife  him  ?  Chrift 
is  fo  far  from  hindring  ot  Contemplation, 
that  he  came  into  the  world  to  diltribute  all 
thofe  Perfe6tions  and  fpiritiial  Joys  to  which 
the  Contemplative  afpire. 

V.  Error. 
Corporal  Penitences  and  jiufierities  do  not 
belong  to  Contemplative  Per  fans  :  on  the  Con- 
trary ^  it  is  better  tQ  begin  ones  Converjion  by  a 
fiate  of  Contemplation  ^  than  by  a  State  of  Pur- 
gation  or  of  Pennance  3  and  Contemplative 
Perfons  ought  toavoidand  defpife  all  the  effeUs 
offenftble  Devotion^fuch  asTendernefs  of  Hearty 
Tears  ^  and  Spiritual  Confolations  ^  all  which 
are  contrary  to  Contemplation, 

R  E  F  u  T  A  T  I  o  &^. 

Mortifications  difpofe  the  Spirit  to  rife 
above  the  motions  of  fenle;  and  thereiore  it 
is  that  all  the  Saints  have  begun  their  courfe 
towards  Perfe6tion  with  Falting  and  Difci- 
pline.  And  therefore  if  thefe  Contempla- 
tives  defign  Perfedion  5  they  mull  pradice 
Pennance :  fince  nothing  renders  a  man  fo  fit 
for  Contemplation,  as  to  rife  above  all  the 
Diforders  ofSenfe.Godinthe  Sciptures  pro- 
mifcs  to  forgive  the  mourning  Sinner  j  but 
this  is  not  promifed  to  the  Contemplative 
in  anyplace  either  of  the  Older  New  Tefta- 
menta  Therefore  it  is  better  to  begin  ones 
p»  5  Con* 
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Convcrlion  with  purgative  Exercifes  and 
Pcnnances ,  than  with  Contemplation. 

VI.      E  R   R    O    R. 

True (^ontemfytion  mufl h^eptt (elf  ^xeAonly 

to  theejfenceofgod^  without  re^ 

If  this  Article    fieEling  either  on  his  Perfons  or 

g^^^e  '/^  '^?'}:     ^^  Attributes.     And  anAUof 

firms  the  lul-     ^^^^^  ^^^  conceived^   is  more 

pitlOn  Ot  r  ct  I  •         •  ; 

J5W/5?j.  perject   and   merttonous    tha^ 

that  which  conjtders  ^odwitJf 
the  Divine  Attributes  ^  or  with  the  Ferfins  of 
theTrinitjinit. 

Refutation. 
The  Perioos  of  the  Trinity ,  and  the  At- 
tributes  of  God  5  are  the  proper  Objefts  of 
Faith  and  love  5  while  we  recolledt  all  the 
Powers  of  our  Souls,  and  refign  our  felves 
to  God :  for  as  thefe  are  divine  Trpths  3  that 
are  revealed  tops  5  lo  the  Attributes  of  God 
are  both  good  in  themlelves  ,  and  good  to. 
us  5  fo  that  they  are  proper  to  raife  in  us  a 
true  Contemplation.  It  is  ajfo  falfe,  thatau 
Ad-  of  Faith,  that  has  G@d  for  its  Objea^ 
without  coafidering  his  Attributes ,  or  the 
Perfons  of  the  Trinity  5  is  more  perfect  than 
that  which*regards  God  inconjunftionwith 
them.  For  it  m  believe  that  God  is  one , 
and  that  he  is  Juft^  is  a  perfed:and  amerito- 
mreomfeeswhat  a  thing  fchool  rious  Aftof  Faith, 
Divinity  is^hy  this  way  of  recko'  and  to  believe  that 
ning:  but  the  value  (rfaBsrijes  God  is  true  in  his 
from  the  Intention  of  the  mind  i  TSj 

mdmt  from  tk  Exienfion  of  the  ohjiEi,  iN  a- 
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Nature  is  alfo  a  perfe6t  and  meritorious  A<3: 3 
then  the  A6t  by  which  God  is  believed  to  be 
true  5  juft  and  Three  in  One  5  is  a  more  per- 
fe6t  and  a  more  meritorious  A6t,  than  that 
^in  which  he  was  confidered  only  as  one  in 
Effence.  Becaufe  a  man  merits  more  by  two 
A6ks  of  the  lame  vertue  thagby  a  fingle  one 
only:  for  God  has  communicated  fuperni^tu- 
ral  helps  to  us 5  not  only  for  doing  one  Act 
of  vertue ,  but  that  we  may  make  an  advance 
in  fuch  A6ts.  Therefore  one  A^t  of  Faith, 
that  is  equivalent  to  two  others  5  is  more  me^ 
ritorious  and  perfeft  than  any  one  of  thele 
two.  Therefore  we  may  juftly  conclude  a* 
gainft  the  firft  branch  of  this  Article ,  that 
true  and  perfe£t  Contemplation  raifed  to  its 
liighefl;  pitch;,  mull  not  only  regard  God  in 
Jiis  EiTence  ,  but  Ukewife  in  his  Perlbnsand 
Attributes* 

VIL     E  R  R  O  H. 

The  Soul  becomes  immediatly  united  to  God 
in  Contemj^lation  y  fo  that  there  is  no  need  of 
Fhantafmsy  Images  ^  or  any  fort  of  Reprefema" 
tion. 

Refutation, 

Tho  it  is  true,  iMt  the  Soul  in  fome  fort 
unites  her  felf  immediately 
to  God  in  Contemplation,       Tmsunotmemtof 
that  is ,  by  a  Union  ot  Afte-    ?^%  if'^'  >  f^'  'f 
aionss  for  the  Underftan-     S^^i^^^^^^^^/-^- 
ding  beholds  God  limply ,  yet  fome  Ideas  are 

^ne^' 
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neceflary  for  exciting  the  natural  force  of  the 
Underftanding ,  and  tp  carry  it  to  look  at 
God :  which  Idea  is  a  for^  of  Qbjed  that  moves 
the  Underftanding, 

VIII.   Error. 
All  contemplative  perfons  fujfer  in  the  AS; 
of  Contemplatio%Jf4ch  grievous  Torments^  they 
feem  to  furpafs  even  the  fufferings  of  the  M^Y"^ 
tjrs  themjelves. 

Rei^utation. 
If  Coatemplation  confifts  (as  the  Quietifis 
pretend  it  does)  in  this ,  that 
rhis  ArticU  is  alfo  the  Soul  puts  her  felf  in  the 
falflyrepnfemedj  prefence  ofGod,  by  all  aa  of 
(i'tSrt.  F-4. full.of  Love  a^iafter 
Souls  fuffer  many  ^^ac  continues  idle:  this  is 
mwardAgonhsma  not  the  being  formally  tor- 
contemplauveflatsy  mented  ^  or  the  enduring 
of  which  all  th     niore  than  the  Martyrs  fuf- 

Booksof  the  My       ^^^^^   ^^j  ^^^  .^  .^   ^^,^^  .^ 
itiCKS  are  fmh  and      ^  r  %        -n  •  j 

which  they  call  the  ^^^^  /^^^  ^  ^^at  Pams  and 
greap  DefQlamn.  Miferies  come  after  Con- 
templation,  t  his  fl  ows  either 
from  the  Devil,  to  whom  upon  that  occa- 
fion  God  gives  leave  to  try  thofe  perfons ,  or 
from  fome  weaknefs  in  Nature,  that  opprefles 
the  Body,  from  Melancholy,  or  an  abundance 
of  Blood ,  that  raifes  Headaches ,  or  from 
fome  other  unknown  Caufe.  But  many  others 
have  appeared  to  be  in  the  very  Act  of  Con-* 
templation,  as  it  were  environed  with  Light, 

and 
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^ndhave  looked  with  a  ferene,  and  fometimes 
with  a  fmiling  countenance ;  which  Lewis 
the  XI.  of  iT^;^^<?obfervedin  FraWcisd  PauU\ 
and  they  have  been  as  it  were  overflown  with 
Joy,  when  the  Contemplation  \Vas over 5  ha- 
ving been  admitted  in  it^  to  fee  their  Bride- 
groom in  that  fimple  Afl:,  in  which  there 
pafles  as  it  were  a  Marriage  between  God 
and  the  Soul. 

IX.    E   R  R  b  R, 

DuYingthe  Sacrifice  of  theMafs^  and  oh  the 
Fefiivals  of  the  Saints  ^  it  is  better  to  apply  ones 
felf  to  an  AU  of  pure  Faith ,  and  to  Contem^ 
flation^  than  to  the  My  fineries  of  that  Sacrifice^ 
or  to  consider  the  Lives  of  thofe  Saints, 

R  E  F  U  T  A  T    10   N« 

He  is  much  deceived^who  thinks  to  arrive  at 
Contemplation  without  a  ^1  g\  -  .-n  1 
duedi  Jfitionof  Soul  for  i^^ttj^ 
It :  and  therefore  the  con-  ^  ^m  in  an  aB  of 
fideration  of  the  Myfteries  outward  devotion  n 
ofthe  Mafs  5  and  of  the  Ex-  carried  to  Contemn 
amples  that  the  Saints  have  ?'f/'  *^  ^'^/^^  ^® 
ret  m  isafpiritual  prepa.  Jf^J^S;:'" 
ration  for  It,  thoitmaybe 
only  a  remote  one  :  therefore  a  Chriftian 
ought  tofet  himfelf  firft  to  confider  the  My- 
fteries of  the  Mafs,  and  the  Lives  of  the 
Saints,  and  then  apply  himfelf  to  Contem- 
plation, having  prepared  his  Sowl  duly  for 
it* 

X.Errok, 


X     E   R   R    O   R^ 

The  reading  of  Spiritual  Books  j  Sermon fj^ 
Vocal  Prayer^  the  Invocation  of  Saints^  and 
all  ff^ch  things^  are  hindrances  toContempla^ 
tion,  ^t/hich  is  only  attained  by  the  Prayer  of 
Q^iietnefs,  to  which  it  ijnot  nece(fary  to premifi 
km  prepardtion  whatfoever. 

Refutation- 
If  in  every  profeffi on,  but  chiefly  in  a  trua 
aild  urifatnedly  fpiritual  Tem* 
rhe  Quietifts     per ,  that  Maxim  holds  good, 
mlymean,    that     j^^^^  repentefit  Ctimntas^  No 
n^  general  Me-  ^  '.      ^^i     i    •   i!      ti 

thJs  carry  men  man  attains  to  the  heigJit  all 
u  Contemplati"  01  the  iudaen,  which  daily 
on^and  thantis  experience  demonftrates^ 
theejfi^ofafpe-  then  it  is  but  futeable  to  the 
ml  Crdce.  feeblenefs  of  our  Nature ,  to 

which  the  Divine  Grace  accommodates  it 
felt ,  that  in  our  Journey  towards  that  heighth 
of  Eternity,  a  facilioribm  Jit  incipiendum^ 
we  muil  begin  with  thofe  things  that  are  ea- 
fier^  therefore  it  i.^  great  Ignorance  or  prc- 
fumption  to  enter  into  the  Prayer  of  Quiets 
hejs  before  other  exercifes,  and  without  due 
-preparation.  And  he  who  begins  his  courfe 
thus  5  will  end  it  without  any  fruit. 

XL  E  bI  R  o  R. 

The  Sacrament  of  Pennance  before  C&n?'m^'^ 

hion^  is  not  for  contemplative  Souls  ^  that  live 

in  thi^  iniPard  fiate-y  hut  only  for  thofe  tbdt 

meinthfExteriour  and  Meditative  Jiate.     .. 

-' "'  """ ' ^  '    Rs^ 
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Refutation. 
Thefe  Contemplative  perfons  have  but 
one  SouLwhich  at  fome  times 
medkates ,  and  at  other  times   J^l.^!'" " 
Gontemplates :  and  that  may 
tome  to  be  io  a  ftate  of  fin.    Therefore  the 
Sacrament  of  Pennance  is  neceflary  even  fotr 
thofe  Contemplative  Souls,  before  they  go 
to  Coihmunioii. 

XIL  Error. 
mJM^editation  does  not  look^at  ^od  t4/ith  the 
Light  of  Faith ,  hnt  only  in  a  natural  Lights 
in  Spirit  and  in  Truth :  and  therefore  it  0  not 
meritorious  before  God. 

Refutation. 
if  Meditation  were  not  in  fome  fort  at  leall 
in  the  way  of  Congruityj  me- 
ritorious before  God^  it  could       T&^  Quietifts 

^ot  be  fo  much  pradifed  in    fl  '7iT\  "* 
T 1  Tft    1  •    •  r>i  \:i  r  dry  and  Mecha- 

al  Religious  Orders,  from  JcdMedhathn. 
whcncetherehave  come,  and 
daily  there  does  come,  fo  many  of  the  ihining^ 
lights  of  the  Holy  ^oman  Church :  nor  would 
it  have  been  fet  on  fo  much  by  their  Holy 
Patriarchs ^  not  rewarded  by  the  Fofes  with 
Plenary  Indulgences,  as  a  fpiritual  Exercife 
iuteable  to  the  Friends  of  God ;  and  to  thole 
who  had  abandoned  the  Snares  of  this  pre- 
fent  World.  Butas  one  may  know  the  Exi-^ 
ftence  of  God  by  the  Light  oi  Nature,  as  well 
as  by  a  fupernatural  Faith ,  fo  likewife  fo'tna 
^  "■  ^  '     Me-' 
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Meditations  look  at  God,  only  with  the  Light 
of  Nature  >  and  others  are  Ads  of  a  Superna- 
tural Faith. 

XUI.  E  i  i  o  R. 

Jt^ot  only  inward  and  mental  Images  ,  but 
thofe  outward  oneswhichare  worfhipfedbythe 
Faithfulyfiich  as  the  Images  ofCbrifiand  of  his 
Saints^ are  hurtfull  to  contemplative  Per/ons, 
and  they  ought  to  be  avoided  and  removed ,  that 
fo  they  may  not  hinder  Contemplation. 

REFUtAtiON. 

All  things  are  ufeful  to  the  Service  of 

Chrift,  that  either  is  de- 

Here.mtwhhftan-     ^reed,  or  that  may  be  de- 

iing  all  o.r  E^epre^      ^^^^^ .     ^^^  j^^^     ^^^^^^ 

you  fee  the  Adora'  ^^^^^^  •  ^^  ^^^  whofeCon- 

tion  of  Images  Is  jo  fultations  the  Holy  Ghoft 

received  at  Rome,  prefides  and  directs  them. 

that  it  is  a  Crime  to  Therefore  if  the  Church 

think  that  the  mofi  appoints  the  Adoration  of 

M^  may  he  above  f^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^j^^  p^  .^j/^ 

fui  ought  to  avoid  them, 
orrcmove  them  as  hurtful  to  Contemplation^ 
and  fome  fecret  looksitowards  thefe  Images, 
is  no  way  likely  to  make  a  man  fall  from  the 
heighth  of  Contemplation;  or  the  Prayer  of 
Quietnefs ;  from  which  if  he  falls  at  any  time, 
it  flows  from  his  own  great  Inftability^fince 
the  reafonable  Soul  is  a  Nobler  beipg,  and 
the  Grace  that  it  receives,  is  of  a  higher  na- 
ture-, 
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ture  5  than  is  fuppofed  in  this  Article. 
Therefore  a  moderate  regard  to  Images  will 
lerve  to  confirm  the  Soul  in  her  inward  Re*^ 
colIe6tion ,  if  a  Contemplative  man  regulatis 
this  by  the  help  of  the  Grace  of  God. 

XIV-    Error. 
He  that  has  once  aj?plyed  himfeif  to  Contem- 
plation^ mufimver  return  to  Meditation  y  for 
this   were  to  fall^  from  a  better    State  to  ^ 
Uforfe, 

Refutation. 

.     It  is  true  5  that  it  is  an  ill  thing  to  go  from 
better  to  worfe ;  but  it  is  oft 
times  good  for  a  man ,  that     p'^ '/  ^2f^.  "^'f^ 
C»nofa«ai„  to  that  whid,    %  ^^^f^^ 

IS  better,  to  content  him felf     Mechanical tpay  of 
with  that  which  is  good.]  It     Mditmlon. 
is  alfo  true,  that  while  a  man     , 
is  in  Contemplation ,  he  ought  not  to  Itt 
that  go  that  he  may  ^|urn  himfeif  to  Medita- 
tion.   Yet  tho  Contemplation  is  ilill  the  bet- 
ter State  5  when  a  Ghriftian  isnota6tualIy  in 
Contemplation]  it  is  not  Inconvenient  for 
him  toapply  himfeif  to  Meditation:  becaufe 
the  Soul  ought  to  follov^  God  with  all  due 
Reverence  5  In  all  thofe  ways  in  which  he 
may  lead  her. 

XV.    Err  or. 
If  foul  and  impme  Thoughts  come  into  the 
mind  while  one  is  in  Contemplation ,  he  ought  to 
\^ks  n9  %^n  to  driv€  themawaj:  nor  to  tnrif 

^    '     ^    "     himfdf 


gz  A  Letter  from  'KOM'Bj^ 

himfelf  to  any  good  thoughts^  but  to  have  a  com- 
placence in  the  trouble  thaP  he  fujfers  from 
them. 

Refutation: 

It  is  a  piece  of  prudence  m  a  man  who 

being  in   Contemplation, 

This h only /otohe    ^ouid  not  iofe  that  union 

urMrfiood.tfmac^     by  which  he  is   United  tc 

cordii29tothit  rules      A     -,  .  ,  t  • 

given  by  all  thMy^  God  ,  to  avoid  every  thing; 

fficks  ,    when   ill  thatmay  occahon  it3  asonl 

thoughts  come  into  a  the  contrary,  it  is  a  llrong] 

mansmind^  the  bejt  piece  of  neglecl  to  enter-; 

may    to    overcome  tain  that  with  complacence? 

/^^r     Tif'^'T     whichmuft  make  one  lofc 
gleet  them  ^  than  to      ,  o     nri  r     a      - 

ftrtiggle  much  a^  it^  as  bt.Thomas  pi  ^^utPi^ 
gainji  them.  lays.  He  that  loves  the  caufu 

from  which  any  effeU  fol*\ 
lo%v$^  either  naturally^  or  at  lea^  comr/ionly^doei 
"Vertually  love  the  tffeB  it  felf  :  And  tha 
Holy  Ghoil  fays,  He  that  loves  danger^  shaL\ 
perish  in  it.  Therefore  a  man  who  being  ini 
Contemplation  ,  feels  the  Rebellion  of  the 
fenfible  part ,  he  ought  to  ufe  all  diligence! 
to  overcome  in  whatfoeveraflate  he  may  bC:] 
in.  He  ought  therefore  to  recommend  it  toi 
God  5  and  to  implore  his  Grace  to  quiet; 
all  thofe  evil  thoughts:  that  fo  his  joy  being;, 
fpread abroad  in  the  Soul,  all  the  diforderlyi 
motions  of  fenfe  may  be  calmed ,  ^  ut  finti 
afperain  vias  pUr^as  ^That  what  is  rough  may:j| 
he  made  imoorh,  | 

XVll 
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XVI.    Error. 

2\{^  inward  ABion  or  AffeUion^  tho  formed, 
hj  the  vertue  of  Faith ,  is  pure  or  f  leafing  to 
God:  hecauje  tt  rifes  out  of  [elf- love  ,  unlefs  it 
isinfufed  tn  us  by  the  Holy  Ghofi^  without  any 
Jndufiry  or  Diligence  ufed  hj  us  :  therefore  they 
thM  are  in  the  fiate  of  Contemplation  or  of 
Prayer^or inward  Affetlions^  ought  to  continue 
in  a  Jlate  of  fufpence^  waiting  for  the  miracu^^ 
lous  Infuenceof  the  H»  Ghofi. 

Refutation. 

God  is  not  only  pleafed  with  all  his  own 
Gifts  5  that  are  in  us,  but  with 
?very  thing  that  is  done  by  us,     ,'^^^'^  ts  mdeei 

:nerefore  our  Contemplation  ^^^^jj  ^f  ^^^^ 
will  be  Co  much  the  more  per-*  firain  will  h 
Teft,  the  iefs  inactive  we  our  found  In  all  thg 
reives  are:  provided  that  the  ^''^jy^'^f  ^^^ 
Contemplative  perfon  does  ^y^^^^^s* 
not  fufFcr  himfelt'to  be  carried  away  by  any 
fenfible  Obje£t  j  for  by  that  he  would  fall 
'from  that  State,  and  become  as  Lot's  Wife, 
ivho  wasftopt  ihort ,  becaufe  ihe  looked  be- 
hind her.  It  is  then  a  raihrnefs  to  keep  our 
feives  in  an  unaclive  ftate,  and  in  it  to  look 
for  the  miraculous  Influence  of  the  H.  Ghoft?, 
For  all  that  are  in  the  Prayer  .of  Qmetnefs^ 
muft  not  expe£L:  to  be  led  into  t\\i%  Paffivt 
State  J,  iince  they  have  notaCoadignity  fur^^ 
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able  to  thofe  Gifts.     Tho^  fbmetimes  thei 
H,  Ghoft  does  penetrate  the  Souls  of  thole* 
who  are  in  this  prayer  of  inward  afte^ion^ 
but  this  is  the  effe6t  of  a  particular  Grace : 
I  addagainft  the  firft  branch  of  this  Jlrticle 
that  the  Qmetifts  fay  in  the  ilth  Article ,  that 
Meditation  is  of  no  merit  in  the  fight  of  God, 
becaufe  it   does  not  look  at  him  with  the  1 
Light    of  Faith  >    from    which    I    infer, 
that  an  Act  formed  by  the  Power  of  Faith  ^ 
is  meritorious  before  God  ,   and  by  confe- 
quence  ,   it  is  pure  and  acceptable  to  him. 
XVII.     E  R  R  o  R^ 

Thofe  who  have  arrived  at  the  State  of 
Contemplation  ,  and  the  Prater  of  inward 
:Quietnefs ^  being  %^Ugious  PerfonSy  or  being 
under  the  Authority  of  Parents  ^  or  any  other 
Jfiiperiours ,  are  not  bound  to  objerve  their  Rules\ 
€r  to  obey  their  Superiours  y  while  they  are  in 
Contemplation  ,  lefi  that  Interrupt  it. 
Refutation. 

Altho  Contemplation  is  an  Act  of  high 
Perfed'ion ,  yet  fince  it  is  not 
T^/j^teQiiietifts  commanded  by  God,  itmay 
imy.asanlmputa'  be  interrupted  without  fin  J 
tm  cafl  uponthm.  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  Obedience  to  Pa-: 
rents  and  fuperiours ,  is  comrnanded  by  Godj 
that  ought  to  take  place  5  and  even  Contem- 
plation ought^to  bedifcontinued  in  order  to 
it.  And  therefore  confidering  the  Order  that 
God  hasfetiedp  that  Obedience  ought  to  bg 

pre 
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referred  to  Contemplation  5  tho  the  latter  is 
.s  to  its  objeftiye  Perfeftion  much  moreva^^ 
uable  than  the  former. 

XVIII.       E    R    R    O    K. 

Contemplative  ^erfons  onght  to  divefithem^ 
elves  of  all  ajfeflions  to  all 

kings  I  they  ought  to  reje[i  All  the  Myflieksi 

nd  defpife    all  gods  gifts  f^  L^.P^'^^'''^^^' 

nd  favours  ,  and  to  flrip  ^^^^  J^^  ^^^^^ 

hemjelves  of  alllnclmations  things   thac    fecr 

ven  for  vertue  it  [elf,  and  in  med  ridiculous  & 

rder  to  this  totall  ahnega-  abfurd  ,    as   the 

ion  of  all  things,  and  that  h#eft  excerGires 

hey  „.,  UveU,>,r^Mn     tivtSS^T" 

hemfelves  ^  they  ought  even 
0  do  that  which  is  contrary  to  Udode^yandde* 
ency:^  provided  that  it  be  not  exvrefly  contrary 
0  fome  of  the  ten  Commandments. 

Refutat  ion» 
When  God  favours  Contemplative  Perfons 
b  far,  as  to  communicate  any  of  hisblef-- 
ings  to  theni ,  thefe  things  ought  not  to 
ie  defpifed  5  but  to  be  confidercd  as  Fa- 
vours that  tend  both  to  beautify  the  Soul^ 
md  to  fortify  her  in  tlie  exercife  of  Ver- 
;ue  :  fo  that  tho  Contismplative  Eerfons 
Dught  not  to  be  lifted  up  with  them, 
j^et  they  ought  to  value  them  highly  ^  and 
to  make  ufe  of  them  with  all  Hunlility  of 
Spirit :  and  fince  God  confiders  Decency  as  a 
fort  of  Goodnefs  ^  Contemplative  perfons 
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ought  to  be  decent  in  all  things :  for  God 
not  by  any  fpecial  Decree  exempted  th 
from  the  Rules  of  Reafon  ,  upon  which 
the  Modejly  and   decency   of  Life  is  fou: 
ded. 

XIX.    Error. 
Contemplative  Perfons  are  fubjeEl  to  violen, 

Commotions  ,  hy  which  they  lofi 
This  the  Quie*  the  exercife  of  the  Freedom  o\ 
Uils  rejea  as  a  ^/^^^y  ^^//^  5^  that  t ho  they  mm 
S!r"^hem  M;ntomo[igrHvousSins,i 
juftiy  odious  to  ^^  ^^^  extenour  Alt  ,  ^  yet  tlot^ 
all  the  world       do  not  at  all  fin  inwardly :  Anc 

fo  they  are  not  bound  to  confej 
that  which  they  have  done.  All  thisis provec 
by  the  example  fi>/  job ,  ivho  tho  he  not  only  [ah 
things  that  were  very  Injurious  to  his  Neigh' 
hour ,  btit  had  blaf^hemed  God  mofi  Impiou^j 
yet  he  did  not  fin  in  all  this :  becaufe  all  was  don^ 
by  the  V^iolence  of  the  DevilLIn  order  to  thejudg 
ing  of  thefe  Violences^  neither  the  hearning  Oj 
the  Schoolmen  or  of  the  Cafui[lSy  isofanyuje 
hut  A  fup er natural  Spirit  is  necejfary^  which  i. 
to  be  found  in  very  few  perfons  :  now  thef 
are  the  only  Competent  Judges  ,  ivho  mufl  m 
jtidge  of  the  Internal  by  the  External  -y  but  m 
the  contrary  J  of  the  External  by   the  Jnti 
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Refutation. 
In  this  i\rticle  the  Snake  does  not  hidehim- 
felfin  the  Grafs  5  but  (hews 
himlelf  very  vifibly :  fince  by  But  it  isVery  poor- 
thisitisplain^thatthej^/^-  lowA''''^''''^^ 
/.7?^willbefenfual£^-^m.^^^  Zy  hird  tlZZ 
under  the  name  of  bpiritual  f^^j^j^h  God  who 
and  Contemplative  Perfons.  I^neti^  the  fmcerhr 
The  Example  that  they  of  his  hearty  and 
bring  of  foh  {hews  clearly  '^^  P^^g^h  of  hit 
how  little  they  underlland     '^^^^^^^7^.  ^/^  ^^^ 

-.1-     c      •    ^         •'     «  /  J .  1       ^      lay    to  hfs  charge, 

the  Scripture,     /^^  did  not       '^  ^ 

fin  outwardly  ,  iitiiher 
againft  his  Neighbour  nor  againfl:  Gcd  in 
what  helaid  ,  cap.  19.  ver.  6  zs Pineda  (tom,z . 
in  Job  25s  )  has  evidently  proved  from  the 
literal  fenfe  of  the  words :  he  did  not  fin  againft 
his  Neighbour  5  as  appears  by  the  Expofitions 
of  the  Holy  Fathers  ,  h^om  whom  we  arc  to 
learn  the  true  fenfe  of  the  Scriptures.  And 
to  end  this  matter  in  afew  words  5  that  Grace 
with  which  God  affifts  us  at  all  times ,  is  fuch^ 
that  we  co-operating  v/ith  it  ,  may  over- 
come all  the  Temtations  of  our  Enemies.  And 
Chrifthasfaid  toallinthe  pcrfon  of  5.  Faul^ 
Ji^y  ^race  is  [efficient  for  thee:  therefore  a  Con- 
templative Perfon  cannot  be  puilred  on  by  any 
violence  orneceffity  whatfoeverj  to  any  Ex- 
ternal A  £t  of  Sin. 

F  4  ife 
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it  is  not  eafie  to  judge  whether  thefe  Ani-' 
^/^j"  are  faithfully  drawn  out,  or  truly^repre- 
feated :  for  it  is  proKible,  that  Malice  has  a: 
large  fhare  in  fome  of  them ,  chiefly  in  this  laftj 
which  leads  to  down-right  X^'^^m^^^g^j  tho- 
others  have  rather  fufpe6led  5  that  all  tended 
to  an  Elevated  jD^^y^"  yet  it  is  certain,  that 
if  there  is  much  Poifonin  thefe  Articles^  the 
Antidote  of  the  Cenfure  is  fo  feeble,  that  it 
cannot  have  a  ftrong;  Operation  5  anditfhews 
how  little  the  Serif  t^re  and  true  "Divinity  is 
underllood  at  2^?^^^.  '  "  . 


POSTSCRIPT. 

IN  the  former  Letter^  I  told  you  all  that  I 
could  learn  of  this  matter,  duringmy  flay 
iM  Rome  5  but  having  left  it  in  Mjy  1  prevailed 
with  one  to  give  me  an  account  of  the  Con- 
clufion  of  this  Affair,  of  which  I  fend  you  a 
Copy:  for  tho  I  know  all  the  Gaz^ettes  of 
Enrope  will  be  iuU  of  the  Decifioo  and  end 
that  is  believed  to  be  put  to  the  bufinefs  of 
\Qmetifm  j  yet  you  knov^^  too  well  ,  how 
little  one  ought  to  depend  on  fuch  Relations  : 
^11  the  iiqwes  of  this  matter,  will  cither  be 
that  which  is  v/rit  by  the  direciion  of  the 
Jm^fiif.tion^ox  by  the  Strangers  that  are  there, 
^nd  pick  up  fuch  things  as  they  find  among 
the  ^Romans  ^  who  are  ever  true  to  the  old 
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Gharafter  that  fuvenalgvft  oftHatOV/, 
Sequitur  fortnnam'i  nt  Jemfer^  &  odit 
Damnator,  ' 

Therefore  I  will  give  you  an  account  of 
this  bufinefs,  on  which  you  may  depend^  in  the 
words  of  a  Letter  writ  me  from  Rome. 

Now  this  great  Affair,  upon  which  men 
have  fo  long  lookt  with  fo  much  expeftationj 
is  at  an  end :  and  a  party  that  was  believed  to 
be  a  Million  ftrongj  is  now  either  quite  extin- 
guiilit,  or  at  lead  opprcffed  with  a  great  deal 
of  Infamy  :  and  Mr.  Molinos^  who  has  lived 
above  twenty  years  in  this  City^  inthehigheft 
Reputation  poffible  ,  is  now  as  much  hated 
as  ever  he  was  admired:  he  is  not  only  confix 
dered  as  a  Condemned,  and  an  Abjured  Here- 
tic^y  bbt  he  is  faid  to  have  been  convicted  of^ 
much  HypGcrif}^,  and  of  a  very  lewd  courle 
of  life;  which  is  fo  firmly  believed  by  thd 
"M^mans^  that  he  was  treated  by  them  on  the 
day  of  his  Abjuration  5  with  all  poffible  In-  ^ 
dignities;  but  the  people  as  they  fhewed  their 
affedions  to  him ,  by  their  cries  o^Fire ,  Fire^ 
fo  were  ready  to  have  facrificed  him  to  their 
tage ,  if  he  had  not  been  welldefended  by  the 
Sbiri  and  Guards  that  were  about  him.  And 
it  would  be  a  crime  enough  at  prefent  5  tore- 
commend  a  man  to  the  care  of  the  Inquiftors^ 
if  he  ihouldfeem  to  doubt  either  of  his  Here- 
^,  or  of  the  Scandals  of  his  life*  All  the 
party  is  extreamly  funk  :  Cardinal  PetmcS 
F  5  himfelf 
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himfelf  lives  in  Romezs  if  he  wereinad^fen^ 
for  no  Body  goes  to  vifit  him  5  and  he  iHrs  a^ 
little  abroad:  nor  is  it  thought  that  he  will 
efcape:  there  are  four  fent  by  the  Inquijition 
to  his  Diocefs  of  fejp  to  examin  bjs  beha- 
viour there  :  there  is  alfo  a  difcourfe ,  that  has 
lately  appeared  at  Rome^th%t  was  fecretly  prin- 
ted ,  of  which  he  is  fufpeded  to  be  the  Author^ 
which  is  zn  Apology  for  Qmetifm^  that  gives 
great  oflfence.  It  is  faid ,  that  the  Inquijitors 
had  full  proofs  againfl:  Molinosy  by  fourteen 
Witnefles;  of  whom  eight  indeed  came  and 
offered  their  Depoficionsoftheir  ownaccord^ 
and  the  other  fix  were  forced  to  declare  the 
truth,  which  raifes  the  Credit  of  their  Tefti- 
mony :  fince  his  Abjuration ,  it  is  faid  that  ma- 
ny of  his  Followers  have  abjured  in  privatej 
and  that  befides  the  Prifoners  that  are  in  their 
hands,  great  numbers  come  in  every  day  to 
accafe  themfelves ,  and  to  offer  themfelves  to 
pennance ,  thele  are  all  very  gently  difmifTed 
by  the  Inqmfitors ,  who  are  now  as  much  cen- 
furedbythe  ^ow^^^ for  their exceffive  mild- 
nefs,  as  ever  they  have  been  blamed  by  others 
for  their  $  igour :  and  thofe  lecret  /Objurations 
are  believed  to  be  all  the  Severity  that  they 
v/iU  pra&ife  on  this  Occafion  %  lor  it  is  faid  that 
even  F.  A^pi^ni  the  Jefuite  will  be  abjured  \n 
fecret;  tho  fome  fay,  he  is  madd^  others  that 
he  is  become  deaf  and  dumb,  and  not  a  few 
believe  that  he  is  dead  ;  fo  uncertain  are  all 

Reports. 
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Reports  atprefent.Ina  word,thc  hatred  of  the 
prcCent  Pontificate  appears  very  vifibly  upon 
this  Occafion:  the  People  affecting  toihew  a 
very  extraordinary  rage  againft  a  perlon,  and  a 
party^that  has  been  fo  muth  favoured  and  fup- 
portedbytheP^/?^:  fo  that  this  matter  comes 
clearly  home  to  him ,  and  wounds  his  Repu- 
tation extreamly  I  all  this  rail^s  the  credit  of  the 
fepiitesy  who  value  themfelves  upon  the  zeal 
and  the  condu6l  of  their  Society  w^on  this  Oc- 
cafion. All  the /^^/7(?j  Enemies,  the  ^e^ites, 
the  French  Party ,  and  the  body  of  the  People, 
that  are  Mai ecoii tented  and  weary  of  him  , 
and  his  long  and  dull  Reign  j  iliew  the  Plea- 
fure  they  have  in  aggravating  this  matter  a- 
gainfl:  him  :  they  fay,  this  is  the  firft  time 
that  ever  any  Herefy  made  Rome  its  Seat, 
where  it  choofed  to  neftle  it  felf ;  but  it  is 
yet  more  ftrange ,  that  it  fhould  have  conti- 
nued there  above  twenty  years,  iiotwithftand- 
ing  all  that  multitude  of  Spjes  that  the  Inqui-- 
Jitionhzs  every  where;  that  the  Pope ihould 
have  fhut  his  Ears  againft  all  Complaints, 
fo  that  this  Do6l:rine  had  gained  fo  great  Au- 
thority ,  that  thole  who  attackt  it ,  paiTed  for 
ii'd'r^/k^^ ,  or  Calumniators  at  leaft  ,and  that 
even  after  all  the  Difcoveries  that  have  been 
made ,  that  the  Po^e  was  known  to  favour 
Molinos  {ecretlysdod  was  fo  hardly  brought  at 
lail  to  confent  to  the  CondemnatioHjin  whick 
it  is  faid ,  cliat  nothing  prevailed  on  him  till 
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the  CardinaPs  informed  him  of  the  Scandak 
of  MoHnos^s  Life 5  that  were  proved:  this 
was  indeed  a  matter  that  could  fall  within  the 
Fo^es  underftanding  >  for  the  points  of  Do- 
ctrine are  believed  to  be  above  it.    All  thefe 
things  concur  to  increafe  the  Contempt  un- 
der which  the  pfjefent  Pontificate  hes>  yet  as 
for  thofe  Scandals  of  Molinos^s  life ,  I  do  not 
Icnow  what  to  believe:  many  will  not  believe  . 
thep  5  and  think  they  are  only  ImpojElures 
given  out  to  render  him  odious  5  for  if  they 
had  been  true,  and  well  proved, it  is  faid, 
that  the  (enfure  would  have  been  feverer;  for 
a  perpetual  Imprifonment ,  and  the  faying  his 
Credoy  and  the  fourth  part  of  the  Rofary  every 
day,  are  mild  Puniihments,  if  he  is  found 
to  have  been  fo  flagitious  a  man ,  and  fo  vile 
a  Hypocrite,  as  is  given  out.    His  own  Be- 
haviour at  the  Minerva  did  not  look,  eithqr 
like  a  Man  j  that  was  much  confounded  with 
the  Difcoveries  that  had  been  made  ,  or  that 
^  was  very  Penitent  for  them  ^  or  for  his  Herefp 
fo  that  the  Mildnefs  of  the  Cenfure^  to  a  Man 
that  fhe wed  fo  little  humility  or  repentance , 
feems  to  flow  rather  from  the  Defeftivenefs 
of  the  Proofs,  than  from  the  gentlenefs  of  the 
Tribunal    I  confefs,  I  was  not  a  Witnefs  to 
what  pafTed  in  the  Minerva  \  for  as  I  would 
not  venture  in  the  Crowd,  fo  both  Money 
and  Favour  was  necefiary  to  accommodate  a 
man  well  on  that  cccafion,  where  not  only 
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a  general  Curiofity  brought  a  vaft  confluence 
of  People  together,  to  fee  the  ifllie  ofaBufi-* 
nefs  that  has  been  fo  long  in  fufpence ,  but  a 
particular  Devotion :  for  the  Po^e  had  granted 
?i  General  Indulgence  10  all  that  Ihouldaffift  in 
that  Solemnity ;  but  I  will  give  you  the  ac- 
count as  I  had  it  from  Eye-witnefles.  Moli- 
nos  was  well  drefledj  new  trimmM,  in  his 
Prieftly  Habit ,  with  a  cheerful  Countenance, 
that  as  was  faid  by  his  Enemies,  had  all  the 
Charmes  on  it  5  that  were  neceflary  to  re- 
commend him  to  the  fair  Sex.He  was  brought 
from  Prifon  m  an  open  Coach  5  one  Domini- 
can being  with  him  in  it.  He  was  at  firfl 
placed  for  Ibme  time  in  one  of  the  Corridoriof 
"the  Minerva :he  looked  about  him  very  freely, 
and  returned  all  the  Salutes  that  were  made 
him:  and  all  that  he  was  heard  fay,  was, 
That  they  faw  a  man  that  u^as  defamed^  but  that 
nas  Penitent  (Jnfamato  ma  Pentit©,)  After 
that  he  was  carried  to  dinner  5  where  he  was 
well  treated,  that  being  to  Be  his  laftgood 
Dinner.  After  Dinner,  he  was  brought  into 
the  Churchy  as  in  a  Triumph,  carried  on  the 
flioulders  of  the  Sbiri  in  an  open  Chair :  when 
he  was  brought  to  his  place,  as  he  made  his 
Reverence  very  devoutly  to  the  Cardinals^  fo 
there  was  no  iliew  of  Fear  or  of  Shame,  in 
his  whole  Deportment.  He  was  chained,  and 
a  Wax  Light  was  put  in  his  hand ,  while  two 
ftrong^lung'd  Frj§rs  read  his  Pr^cefs  aloud  5 

an4 
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and  care  had  been  taken  to  lay  matters  lb,  that 
asfome  o^x\\^  Articles  were  read ,  allihould 
ery  Fire^  Ftre.  When  he  came  back  to  Prifon^ 
he  entred  into  his  little  Cell ,  with  great 
Tranquillity  5  calling  it  his  Cabinet  ^  and 
took  leave  of  hhPnefl  in  thefe  words ,  Adiet^ 
Father^  "ive  shall  meet  again  at  the  Day  of  fudg- 
ment^  and  then  it  %i/ill  appear  on  %vhich  fide 
the  Truth  is^  %vheiher  on  mfftde^  or  on  yours.  So 
he  was  ihut  up  for  Life.  Yet  after  all  I  find 
none  of  the  wife  men  here  think  that  the 
thing  is  at  an  end  %  but  that  the  Fire  which 
feems  to  be  now  extinguiiliedj  will  break 
out  with  more  violence  \  for  one  of  his  Fol^ 
lowers  had  the  boldnels  to  tell  the  Inquifttors 
to  their  face  5  that  they  were  a  Company  of 
Unjuft ,  Cruel  ^  and  Heretical  men  ;  and 
compared  their  Treatment  with  that  which 
Chrift  had  met  with,  and  yet  even  he  has 
efcaped  upon  an  Abjuration,  as  is  pretended. 
The  Reafonsthat  are  given  for  this  extraor-- 
dinaryGentienefs  of  the  inquifitors  .^who  are 
feidom  adcufed  for  erring  on  this  fide  ,  are 
both  the  Numbers  of  the  F^r^^,  who  might 
be  much  irritated  bypublick  Examples,  and 
alfo  the  great  Credit  that  their  Dotlrine  has 
from  the  Myfttcal  Divinity  j  that  is  aucho- 
rifed  by  fomaay  Canonifamns :  for  it  is  faid, 
that  from  feveral  parts  "the  Inquifitors  h^vc 
brought  together  above  twenty  thouland  of 
Molim'^s  Letters  :    whofe   Gorrefpondence 

wa§ 
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wasfovaft,  that  fome  give  out,  that  the 
J^ofiM  the  Letters^  that  were  brought  him  the 
day  in  which  he  wa$  fe^ed  on ,  rife  to  twenty- 
Crowns.   And  I  heard  a  Divine  oi^  Rome  con- 
feis, that  they  havefuch  j4uthomies{ortnoQ:o£ 
their  Tenets  ^  that  they  will  never  be  beat  out 
of  them  5  by  the  force  oixhtix  School  Divinity j 
therefore  he  thoughtit  was  neceflary  to  con- 
demn them  by  a  formal  Sentence,  in  which 
the  Authority  of  the  Church  was  to  beinter- 
pofed.  Moft  of  the  condemned  Articles  are 
nothing  but  an  Invidious   Aggravating   of 
theDodrineof  Tredejlination  and  Grace  Ef- 
ficacious of  it  felfj  and  of  Immediat  Infpira- 
tion ;  for  all  the  hard  Confequences  that  are 
pretended  to  be  drawn  ^  either  from  the  one 
or  the  other  of  thele  Opinions,  are  all  turned 
into  fo  many  Articles  j  and  condemned  as  lb 
many  Impious  Doctrines ;   but  you  will  be 
better  able  to  judge  of  this  matter  when  you 
fee  all  that  the  Inquifttors  will  think  fit  to 
print  concerning  it. 
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A  SECOND 

Writ  from 

ROME, 

Containing  Tome  Particulars^  relating 

to  the 

INQIJISITION. 

SIR; 

MY  Mft  to  you  ,  together  with  the 
Advertifement  which  was  fent  me 
ixovaRome^  related  wholly  to  the 
AflFairs  of  the  jQmetifisy  but  be- 
caufel  know  your  Curiofity  will  perhaps  go 
furthers  and  that  you  e!cpe6t  fuch  OipfvatioiTs 
from  me,  as  you  fancy  me  capable  to  make, 
in  a  Countrey^herc  I  have  now  made  fo  long 
a  flay  5  that  it  is  my  own  fault,  if  I  have  not 
been  able  to  fee  a  little  fwt^er  \}im  Common 

Tran 
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Travellers  do  ;  therefore  I  will  try  what  I 
can  fay  that  may  pleafe  you. 

Tarn,  asyouknoWjnoSearcherinto  Manu^ 
fcripts^  or  the  Curiofities  of  Libraries ^  nor 
can  I  bring  my  felf  to  fo  dry  a  lludy  as  is  that 
of  Medals^  or  Injcriptions.   I  had  rather  be 
beholding  to  the  Labours  of  others, for  the 
Difcoveries  they  have  made  in  thofe  mat- 
ters, than  wear  out  my  Eyes  and  fpend  my 
Time  in  the  reading  and  Deciphering  thofe 
Remains  of  Antiquity.  I  love  all  that  know* 
ledg,  which,  with  how  much  difficulty  foe- 
ver  it  may  be  acquired,  feeds  the  mind  with 
fomeufeful  Ideas :  but  as  for  that  knowledg 
which  carrys  one  no  further,  then  that  fuch 
a  Word^ox  {\ic\\  a  Hierogliphick^i\gn\^td^uc\i 
zthing^  and  that  gives  the  mind  no  matter  to 
work  on  5  andraiiesno  game  at  which  it  may 
fly  5  it  has  not  charm  enough  to  work  on  (o 
afy  a  man  as  lam.  Iconfefs,  mylludiesjand 
my  way  of  Life  would  have  carried  me  more 
naturally  ipto  matters  of  ^^%/^;^5  or  into 
the  Politicks:  but  as  to  the  former,  Italy  is 
lot  a  Country,  where  a  man  either  can  or 
iare  reafon  upon  thefe  Subjeds:  for  their 
[gnorance  is  fuch,  that  no  man  can  profit 
Duch  by  their  converfation  on  thofe  heads : 
^efidesthat,  it  is  not  fafe  to  doit.    The  Ira- 
Hans  are  too  well  bred,  to  attack  a  man  on 
:hat  Argument 3  and  they  know  their  own 
Ignorance  foweil,  and  have  fohigh  an  Opi- 
G  nion 
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nion  of  the  Learning  oiiht  Hereticks^th1t  the^ 
are  fure  never  to  provoke  any  of  them  :  anc| 
he  were  a  very  bold  andlndifereetmanj  tha^ 
would  begin  the  difpute  with  thrm :  fo  aftei 
all,  Newes  9iid  Politicks  is  all  that  Remains 
and  you  know  I  am  idle  enough  both  tc 
think  and  to  talk  of  thefe  upon  occafion  ;  yel 
I  mufl:  confefs ,  that  I  find  fo  many  of  mj 
Reflexions  mDw Burnet s  Letters ^  that  I  have 
got  fent  me  from  Leghorn^  that  if  I  had  noi 
feen  thefe ,  I  had  very  likely  writ  you  a  grea 
many  of  thofe  that  are  already  fet  out  bj 
him,  with  fo  much  advantage,  that  I  find  th( 
belt  part  of  all  my  Obfervatims  are  already 
made  by  a  better  Pen :  but  I,  who  have  as  grea' 
an  Averfion  from  copying,  as  he  fays  he  has  i 
will  avoid  thefayiiigany  one  thing  that  I  fine 
in  his  Letters  I  and  will  only  fjpeak  of  thofi 
Places  that  he  did  not  fee,  orofthofe  mattef- 
whichhehadnot  time  enough  to  enquire  afi 
ter5ort6  obferve>  and  fincethe  former  Le$ 
^^r,  contained  fuch  a  long  and  ferious  recital 
ofa  matter,  that  if  it  fixed  your  attention ,  ya 
mufthave  wearied  it,  I  will  now  divert  yoii 
k  little,  with  fome^^^rjx,  that  will  be  mon 
agreeable  5  and  then  Iwill  return  to  more  fei 
rious  SuhjeBs,  I  will  begin  with  fome  relating 
to  the  Inquijition.    I  told  you  m  my  formei 
Letter^  of  a  great  many  Prifoners  mtht  In- 
quiption^  but  among  all  the  Prif oners  thatarci 
there,  none  will  furprife  you  fo  much  asj 

when 
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when  I  tell  you  that  there  iszCmxij?.^  kept 
there,  which  is  c-aWtdy  our SavioH'rmth\^In» 
'^uijttion:  when  this  was  firfttold  me,  Idur/i 
iot  fpeak  out  that  which  naturally  occur* 
•ed  to  my  thoughts ,  which  was ,  that  our  Sa^ 
nonr  and  the  Truth  of  his  Gof^el^  was  indeed 
hut  up  with  fo  much  feverity  by  the  Inquifi-- 
ors ,  that  it  was  no  wonder  if  he  were  recko- 
led  among  the  Prifoners  oiihztieytrt  Courts 
[Jut  this  ftory  is  lefs  feriouSjand  more  Comical. 
Youknowthatin  all  the  bigotted  Towns,, 
ae  people  are  forted  In  feveral   Fraternities ^ 
id  every  one  of  thefe,  has  their  peculiar 
ihurches^   Altars  ^  Images  znd  Relicks^   to 
l^hich  they  pay  a  more  extraordinary  devo* 
on:  fo  there  was  one  in  i7(?r^«ir^  5   among 
hofe  favourite  Images  a  Crucifix  hapned  to 

I  one  :   a  Woman  (that  had  a  fair  Daughter) 

II  fick  -  and  as  fhe  had  payed  many  Devo- 
ons  to  that  Image ^  fo  fhe  came  to  fancy, 
at  in  her  ficknefs  ilie  had  the  Returns  of 
t;ry  extraordinary  Favours  from  it.  The 
!Uth  of  the  matter  was,  that  one  who  had  a 
lind  to  have  frequent  accefs  t©  her  Daugh^ 
y  5  made  a  shift  to  deceive  the  poor  Jtck^ 
Oman :  for  he  appeared  in  fueh  a  difguife 

'  her  ,  that  flie  believed  it  was  the  Image 
lat  came  to  comfort  her.  And  that  which 
as  the  moil  acceptable  part  of  the  Impo- 
Jre  was  ^  that  the  Impofior"  knew  by  her 
\mghters  means,  everything  that  she  wan- 
Q  %  ted. 
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ted  J     and  took  care  to  provide  it  for  her 

fo  that  at  every  vifit  that  he  made  her  ,  h 

S        brought  along  with  him^  all  the  things  tba 

•        ihe  needed :  this  was  fenfible ;  fo  the  credulou 

Woman   believed  all  thi^  came  from  her  be 

loved  Image:  andihe was  now  as  gratefuU  2 

flie  had  been  before  devout :  fhe  told  all  tb 

Y         came  to  fee  herj   how  careful  and  bountifi 

I         t\m.  Image  was  to  her:    and  fliewed  ther 

I  how  well  fhe  was  fupplied  by  it.    Infhor 

^  this  came  to  be  generally  believed  :  forwhe 

the  leaft  (lory  of  this  kind  gets  vent,  and 

well  received  by  the  Priefisy  the  People  ru 

in  fo  headlong  to  it,  that  it  would  pafs  fc 

^  Crime  capable  enough  of  ruining  one  in  tt 

Spirit  of  the  Inquifttors  ,    to  feem  to  doul 

otit^  butmuchmoreitoneftudiedto  und^ 

ceive  others:  therefore  things  of  this  natui 

kindle  the  minds  of  afuperftitious  multituc 

fo  quick,  that  in  a  few  days  a  whole  Tou 

will  fcem  as  it  was  out  of  its  Wits  :  whic 

appeared  fignally  on  this  occafionat  Florenc 

fornow  the  whole  T(?T^?^entred  into  this  Fr 

tetnity.     The  Great  Duke  himfclf  came  ini| 

the  number ,  and  all  were  ftudying  whatne, 

Honours  ihould  be  done  to  an  Irnage  that  ht 

been  fo  kind  to  one  of  its  Worshippers  .But  fon 

that  were  wifer  than  the  reft,   faw  thro  tl. 

Cheat,  ^nAln^ormtdPJnnocent  the  loth, 

it,  who  was  refolved  to  put  aftop  to  the  cu 

rent  of  this  Super flition  :  yet  he  faw  it  wasn< 

ceflai 
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ceflary  to  do  it  withfome  addrefs :  It  fell  out 
cobe  the  year  of  lHbilyi6'^o.  fo  the  P<?^^  writ 
to  Florence^  thathehad  heard  of  the  y^/o-^^r/^^ 
of  that  Image ,  to  which  he  defired  earneftly  to 
do  his  own  Devotions^  therfore  he  intreated 
:hemtobringit  to  Rome  y  thzt  fo  iht  Image 
night  have  the  addrefles  ot  all  the  Pilgrims ,  as 
veil  as  his  own  made  to  it.     Upon  this  the 
nore  bigotted  of  the  Fraternity ,  would  needs 
ccompany  the  Charitable  Image  :    fo  they 
arried  it  in  Proceffion  to  Rome  :  and  did  not 
oubt  but  that  the  Pope  and  Cardinalls  with 
be  C/ergj  of  Rome  would  have  come  out  inPro- 
^(fton  to  meet  them  and  their  Image :  The  fur- 
rife  was  no  doubt  very  great,  when  inftead  of 
1  this,  they  found  a  Company  ofSbirri  flay- 
Jg  for  them  at  the  Porta  dell  Poppilo  ;  who 
)ok  their  Image  from  them  ,  and  carried  it 
vay  to  the  Inqmjition  j  and  fent  them  away 
)t  a  little  mortified  at  the  Difgrace  ,    that 
id  befallen  their  Crucifix ,  wio  has  been 
er  fince  a  Pr/yJ/^^r in  the  Inquijltion. 
I  was  told  of  another  Trifoner  there  of  a 
erdatCj  but  not  much  unlike  this.    You 
iow  the  legend  of  the  Plague  that  was  in 
'>me  5  as  I  remember  in  S.  Gregory  the  great  s 
ae ,  that  was  ftopt  by  an  Angela  that  as  was 
etended  came  down  5  and  Itood  over  that 
i(He^  which  was  formerly  called  Moles  Ha- 
ani^  but  has  carried  the  name  olCafiro  S. 
gelo  ever  fince,   The  Fryers  of  Ar a  Cmli  had 
G  5  got 
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eot  a  Stone,  upon  which  there  was  u.n  Ira 

preffion  like  the  print  of  a  foot:  fo  they  .Ja( 

put  this  in  Ibme  part  of  their  Church  an< 

gave  it  oiit  that  this  print  was  made  by  thj 

Foot  of  that  Angel;  tho  one  cznhardljVm% 

sine  how  they  fancied  that  an  Angel  treads  fj 

hard.  This  Stone  had  many  Devotions  pay© 

it.  The  learned  Sig'-  Tietro  Bellori,  who  ] 

^j^ithout  difputc  the  he&  Antiquary  in  Romt 

being  once  in  that  C%/?^/ at  his  Devotions 

obferved  a  great  man)^  praying  about  th 

Stone,  and  kiffing  it  with  great  Refpett  afi 

Affeaionj  fo  he  came  to  look  upon  it,  at; 

having  examined  it  carefully  5  ^^e  ^aw  ciea 

]y  it  was  a  fragment  ofa  Statue  of  the  Cjoddt 

i/J>;  the  greek  Charaders  were  legible,  aj 

many  things  concurred  to  make  a  man  ot  f, 

Learning  and  Exaftnefs  conclude,  that  t, 

J)evotions  were  mis-applied  that  were  payi 

it;  fo  he  went  to  one  of  the  Fathers  oi  t 

Boufe,  and  acquainted  him  with  his  Obler^ 

tion  :  and  wished  that  they  would  remci, 

thatmiftakenObjeaof  Worfhip,  left  foi 

oithe  learned  Hereticks  that  paffed  thro  Re^. 

might  difcoverand  reproach  the  (^tirck  W; 

it    But  the  Fathers  of  the  Houfe  iound  tl^ 

account  in  this  matter,  fo  they  were  fo^i 

from  following  his  good  Advice ,  that  tt, 

gfperfed  him  that  had  given  it ,  fo  as  to  acci 

him  of  Impiety  for  diverting  the  Devotit 

©f  the  people:  the  Imputation  was  carried; 
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far  th^t  he  was  brought  before  the  Inquifnion 
to  clear  himfelf,  which  he  did  fo  fully,  that 
he  not  only  got  fafe  out  of  their  hands,  but 
which  was  more ,  he  convinced  them  that  he 
was  in  the  right:  fo  the  Stone  Was  removed, 
and  keeps  the  Crucifix  company  In  the  Inqvii* 
^tion. 

But  by  theft  two  Story s ,  you  will  perhaps 
imagin  that  I  defign  to  beget  in  you  a  good 
opinion   of  that  O^y/^3  but  I  will  now  tell 
/ou  another,  that  will  foon  bring  you  back 
o  your  old  thoughts  of  that  Tribunal.  Burr  hi 
s  a  man  fo  famous  in  the  World ,  that  one 
hat  has  looked  into  Natural  Fhilofophy  and 
^himiflry ,  could  not  be  long  in  Rome  v^qth- 
>ut  making  an  acquaintance  with  him :  but 
b  tell  you  truth  ,  I  neither  found  him  to 
e  fb  great  a  Chimifizs  he  fancies  himfelf  to 
c  5  nor  fo  great  a  Heretic!^  as  the  Inquifitars 
ave  made  him.  I  tell  you  this  the  more  par- 
cularly^  that  you  may  upon  it  judge  how 
tr  you  are  to  believe  the  account  that  the 
iqmptors  may  give  of  their  proceedings  a- 
ainft  Molinosi  fince  you  may  conclude  from 
l^'hat  was  done  to  the  one'^  what  may  be  ex^ 
efted  in  all  cafes  that  are  brought  before 
lem.  Burrhi's  Story  is  in  fhort  this  >  He  is  a 
irentleman  of  the  Millanefej  who  was  born 
>  an  Eftateof  8000.  Crowns  a  year  :  In  his 
DUth  he  had  travelled,  and  had  g@tinto  his 
"ad  the  Notions  of  the  2^^  Fhihfophy  and 
G  4  of 
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of  Chimifiry:  fo  at  his  return  to  Milan  ^  he 
began  to  propogate  the  new  Philofophy ,  and  I 
to  form  a  Conference  upon  thofe  matters  ; 
the  friefis  it  feems  fufpefted ,  that  there  might 
be  fomewhat  under  this  ,  io  he  was  put  in 
the  Inquijttionj  but  nothing  could  be  made 
out  ag^inft  him,  he  was  let  out ;  after  that 
he  went  and  ftayd  for  lome  years  in  Germany 
and  Holland \  and  it  is  very  probable  that  he 
might  have  exprefled  himfelf  concerning  the 
Courts  o£  Inquifition  ^  as  a  man  that  had  no 
great  opinion  either  of  their  Juftice,  or  of 
their  Mercy.  And  as  he  has  gone  into  all  the 
high  pretenfions  o£  the  Cbimifis^  fo  it  is  pro- 
bable enough  that  he  has  talked  of  matters 
of  Religion  in  that  Myfterious  unintelligibly 
f  argon  5  that  is  ufcd  altnoft  by  all  the  men. 
that  are  of  the  higheft  Elevation  oiChimifiryy 
but  chiefly  by  Paraceljm  and  Van  Helmont. 
In  fhort  5  fome  Accufations  were  given  in  to 
the  Inquijitors  againit  him  5  who  complained 
of  him  to  the  £j^^<?r(?^r,  and  had  fo  much  cre- 
dit in  his  Court  that  he  flrained  his  power  tq 
theutmoft,and  feifedonhim^  andfent  hiiri 
to  Italy  >^  where  thofe  good  Fathers  were  re-? 
folved  not  to  give  him  a  fecond  occafion  of 
boafting,  that  he  had  got  fafe  out  of  their 
hands:  llrange  things  were  objected  to  him^ 
and  asispretendedjthey  were  proved  againfl 
him  3  as  that  the  5.  Virgin  was  God  equal  with 
the  Son  j  and  that  the  ti^  Ghofi  wm  incarnate  in 

her^ 
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her ,  06  well  as  the  Eternal  Word  was  m  her 
Son :  that  the  three  Perfons  in  the  Trinity  were 
the  firft  5  the  fecond^  and  the  third  Heavens: 
that  the  Son  was  from  all  Eternity  difcontented 
with  the  Father ,  for  not  making  him  equal  to 
him :  that  the  Confecrated  HoUy  had  in  it  the 
Body  of  the  Mother  as  well  as  that  of  the  Son : 
and  that  the  putting  the  pieces  of  it  together  in 
the  Chalice  ,  demonjirated  the  Vnion  between 
the  Mother  and  the  Son.  Thefe  Opinions  were 
all  proved  againft  him :  tho  he  protcfts  that 
he  never  thought  of  them ,  yet  he  was  forced 
to  abjure  them  in  the  year  1668.  and  was  up- 
on that  condemned  to  perpetual  Imprifon- 
mentj  he  continued  in  the  Prifon  of  the  /»- 
quifmon^  till  within  thefe  five  or  fix  years^ 
that  the  Duke  d^Efireesh€ix\^  fick,  procured 
an  Order  for  having  Burr  hi  to  come  and  treat 
him;  and  ingratitude  to  Enrrhi^  who  cured 
him,  he  got  his  Prifon  changed  to  the  Caftle 
St.  Angela:  where  he  now  entertains  himfelf 
with  Chimical  Procefles.     It  is  indeed  very 
probable,  that  he  had  provoked  the  Inquijition^ 
by  Ipeaking  feverely  and  reproachfully  of 
them,  and  this  was  all  his  Crime  5  unlefs  an- 
other-4m(7/^  againft  him  might  hch'isEjiate'j 
for  of  his  8000.  Crowns  a  year,  there  is  but 
3000.  left  him>  for  the  good  Fathers  have 
had  the  Charity  to  take  5000,  torhemfelveso 
and  his  3  co©.  is  fo  eat  up  by  them  5  thro  whofe 
hands  ic  comes  to  him ,  that  he  has  not  ijoo. 
G  f  Crowns 
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Crowns  a  year  payed  him  :  and  from  this  you 
may-  fee  what  credit  you  ought  to  give  to  the 
Proce^es  3  the  Articles  ,  and  the  Ahjuratims 
that  are  made  before  that  Court. 

If  inllead   of  that  Zeal  which  animates 
them  againil:  ^^r^j/^  5  they  would  purge  their 
own  Church  of  thofe  Diforders  ,  which  they 
themfelves  acknowledg  to  be  corruptions  ^ 
they  would  fooner  bring  themfelves  again  in- 
to credit.  The  fcandalous  P/^^y^xthat  arein 
mzny  Chf^rches  of  Italy ,  are  things  that  might 
deferve  their  care,,  if  they  would  .turn  it  to 
that  hand.     Is  it  not  a  fhameful  thing,  that 
there  has  not  been  a  great  Mafier  in  Painting 
who  has  not  put  that  Complement  on  his 
Miflrefs^  as  to  paint  her  for  the  Virgin?  fo 
that  the  mofl:  celebrated  Madonna^s  of  Italy 
are  known  to  have  been  the  Miflrejfes  of  the 
Great  Painters.    The  Poflures ,  the  Looks ^  and 
the  Nakednefs  of  many  of  the  Church-pieces^ 
are  Monftrous  Indecent  things.    The  great 
defign  of  the  Qifulo  at  Florence^  is  fuch  a  Re- 
preientation  of  Vice ,  that  all  that  can  be  pre- 
fented  by  a  defiled  Imagination  5  comes  fhort 
ofwhatisto  be feen there:  and  thothe«SVm- 
ture  fpcaksbut  of  one  Apparition  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  in  the  fhape  of  a  Dovey  one  fhall  find 
this  Dove  on  the  Head^  at  the  Ear,  and  the 
Mouth  of  I  know  not  how  many  of  their 
Saints 'y  and  as  one  finds  in  many  Pieces^  that 
thtix  Mafiers  have  refolved  to  perpetuate 
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their  own  Amours  in  them,  fo  Amours  are 
every  day  managed  by  the  fame  methods :  for 
while  I  was  at  Rome ,  I  difcovered  an  Intrigue 
between  a  Frjer  andaJV^n.hy  two  FiSlnresy 
that  were  drawn  for  them  :  the  Fryer  wa^ 
drawn  as  a  S.^'^nthony^  and  the  2^un  as  a  S. 
Katherine  of  Siena :  thefe^they  were  to  ex- 
change, and  fo  to  feed  their  paffion  under  thi§ 
diiguife  of  Devotion . 

But  to  return  to  Indecent  TiEiures^  there 
is  nothing  more  fcandalous ,  than  the  many 
various Reprefentations of  the  Trinity ^vfhich 
muft  needs  give  to  all  fews  and  Mahometans 
as  well  as  to  us  y  that  pafs  for  Heretickj^  a 
ftrange  horror  to  a  i?^%^-<?«  that  fuffersthofe 
odious  Refemblances ,  that  give  fuch  grols 
Ideas  of  the  2>wyj  and  of  the  Trinity  :  and 
that  which  \^  yet  the  moil  fcandalous  part  of 
thofe  jP^'^l^r^j  ,  is  that  the  Reprefentatiqn  of 
Go  A  the  Father  is  often  diverfified  according  to 
the  caprice  of  the  Painters  and  he  is  to  be  feen 
in  the  Habits  of  the  feveral  Orders  of  that 
Chmch^zvA  indeed  both  Features,  Hair,  Ha- 
bit, and  Poftures ,  have  all  the  diverfity  m 
them  that  isneceflary  to  feed  ^n  Idolatry ^  that 
is  as  Extravagant  as  it  is  grofs. 

The  Pidure  of  the  B.  Firgin^  with  the  Or- 
der of  the  Capuchins  under  her  Petticoat  5  is 
not  very  apt  to  raife  Chaft  Idea's  in  thofe  who 
look  upon  it.  In  fhort ,  whereas  the  Rule  of 
ihe  Antient^r^i^V^^^r^of  Chnrckesy  was  to 
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be  low  and  dark ,  which  was  thought  the  moft 
proper,  for  the  RecoUedion  of  a  man's  Fa- 
culties, and  by  confequence  for  D^w/^/'i??^ ,  i3 
now  quite  altered :  and  great  Cu^uks  with  a 
vaft  Illumination ,  are  ncceflary  to  ihew  the 
Beauty  of  thofe  rich  Pieces ,  which  would  be 
loft  in  Churches  bffilt  as  dark  as  the  Antient 
Ones  were. 

I  confefsj  thofe   Pidures  are   charming 
things  5  if  they  w^ere  any  where  elfe  than  in 
'  Churches :  but  thepleafure  they  give,  does  fo 
poflefsa  man  that  begins  to  underlland  them, 
that  it  will  kindle  any  thoughts  in  him ,  fooner 
than  devout  ones.    I  will  not  here  let  my 
Pen  carry  me  into  a  Subject  that  muft  needs 
fet  all  my  thoughts  on  fire^  and  fpeak  of  the 
great  Pieces  of  Painting  that  are  in  Italy ,  and 
of  the  many  Mafiers  that  it  produced  in  the 
laft  Age:  who  as  they  were  fuch  Extjrabrdi- 
nary  men,  fo  they  lived  within  the  Cotopafs  of 
one  Age  5  as  if  the  Perfeftionin  that  amafing 
Art  had  been  to  dye  with  them,  as  well  as  it 
was  born  with  them  5  this ,  I  fay  ,wouId  make 
one  think,  that  there  are  Revolutions  and 
Afpe&s  in  the  Heavens  that  are  favorable  or 
crofs  to  Arts  or  Sciences.'  andthatthen,  the 
moft  favourable  Afpe6l  (ov  Painting  that  ever 
was,    produced    thofe    aftonishing  perfor- 
mances. For  tho  the  great  decay  of  Learning 
that  is  every  where ,  may  be  reafonably  e-^ 
BQUsh  refolved  in  this ,  that  whereas  in  the 
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h&jigemznjgx^^tPYinces  were  either  Learn- 
ed themfelves  ,  or  at  leaft  they  made  it  a 
Maxim  to  protect  and  encourage  Learnings 
but  this  having  at  laft  grown  to  an  excefsof 
Rudenefs  and  Pedantry  ,  and  Princes  beco- 
ming generally  extream  Ignorant,  it  came  to 
pafs  for  apiece  of  breeding ,  to  fay  nothing  that 
Was  beyond  their  pitch,  orthatfeemed  to 
reproach  their  Ignorance  :  and  thofe  who 
could  not  hide  their  Learning  ,  were  called 
Pedants:  and  pedantry  was  reprefented  fo 
odious,  that  Ignorance  being  the  lafieft  as 
well  as  the  furell  way  to  avoid  this,  all  men 
took  that  very  naturally ;  and  when  other 
methods  are  as  cfFe6tual  to  raifemento  the 
highefx  preferments  either  of  the  Barr  or  of 
the  Pulpit  as  true  Learning  or  reall  Merit, 
few  will  choofe  the  long  and  tediousjand  often 
the moft uncertain  way,  when  the  End  that 
they  propofe  to  themfelves  ,  may  be  cer- 
tainly compafled  by  a  more  effectual  andea- 
fierone.  Flattery  and  Submiflionsarefooner 
Learned  and  eafier  pra6tifed  by  men  of  low 
and  mean  fouls  ,  than  much  hard  and  dry 
ftudy:  thus,  I  fay,  the  decay  of  Z.^^r;^/«^  is 
very  eafily  accounted  for,  in  the  ^^^in  which 
we  live  :  but  as  tor  the  Art  of  Painting  ,  it 
is  ftill  in  fuch  efleem  ,  and  great  pieces  go 
ftill  at  fuch  vaft  rates  ,  that  if  the  Genius 
and  capacity  for  it  were  not  loft  ,  there  is 
encouragment  enough  ftill  to  fet  it  Agoing: 

but 
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but  I  leave  this  fubjed  not  without  putting 
fome  conftraint  on  my  felf ;  for  who  can  think 
offuch  Woriderful  men  as  Correge^  Michael 
jAngelo^  Rafhaely  Paulo  Veronefe^  lulia  Rom 
mano ,  Carrache^  Palma ,  Titian  and  Tintoret^ 
without  feeling  a  concern  at  every  time  that 
hereflefts  on  the  Wonders  of  their  pencils; 
St.  i^y^j^x  pretended  work ,  and  even  the  lup* 
pofed  performances  ot^^^^/z,  are  fad  things 
let  near  ihtix pieces.   One,  whodfe  thoughts  are 
full  of  the  Wonders  of  that  Arty  that  are  to 
be  feen  in  Florence ,  goes  into  xhtAnnunciata^ 
and  fees  not  without  Indignation,  that  ado- 
red p/S^ri?  of  the  Virgin,  which ,  as  the  fond 
people  there  believe,  was  finished  by  an-^;^- 
gel  5  while  the  Painter  that  was  working  at  it, 
and  that  could  not  animate  it  as  he  dcfired, 
fellafleep,  who  asfoon  as  he  awaked,  law 
his  piece  finished .  This  fi£tion  o^xhtpainters^ 
to  raife  the  credit  of  his/?/'^«?^^,  is  fo  well  be* 
lieved  at  Florence^  that  the  jrefents  made  to 
enrich  the  ^Altar^xA  Chafpely  where  it  ftands, 
arelnvaluable:&:  yet  after  -Ailjthe  Angers  work 
isftillno  better  than  the  common p^^'/^^/V^^ of 
that  time:  and  that  Angel- painter  ^  was  but  a 
bunglerif  compared,  to  the  great  Mafiers.  In 
a  word ,  what  can  be  thought  of  humane  na- 
ture, when  in  fo  refined  a  place  as  Florence  ^ 
fb  courfe  an  Impofture  has  been  able  to 
draw  to  it  ,  fuch  an  Inellimabie  ftoek  of 
.Wealth, 

All 
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All  thefe  things  are  fo  many  digreffions; 
from  my  main  fubje6t5W,hichwas5  to  shew 
you  how  much  matter  the /^^^//?r^r/ might 
find  5  if  they  would  ufeany  exa6tnefsin  redref- 
fing  thofe  Abufes  which  they  themlelves  will 
notdefend  in  common converfation:  and  yet 
tho the imalleft thing,  that feems even  at  the 
greateft  diftance  to  go  againft  their  Intereft^ 
is lookt  after  with  a  very  watchful  care;  yet 
the  grofleft  of  ail  Impollures,  that  proves 
profitable  to  them,  is  much  encouraged  by 
them. 

The  fable  o£  Loretto^  is  lb  black  and  fb  ri- 
diculous a  piece  of  Impofture ,  that  I  never 
faw  a  man  of  fenfe  ,  that  cared  to  enter  upon 
that  fubjeft.  I  was  once  in  Company  where 
I  took  the  liberty  to  propofe  two  modeft 
Exceptions  to  it :  the  one  was,  that  about 
200  years  after  the  reft  of  the  Angelical  La- 
bour incarying  about  that  Cottage  is  preten- 
ded to  Jhave  fallen  out  ^  Vincent  Ferrier  j 
whom  they  believe  a  great  Saint  5  not  only 
layes  nothing  of  its  being  then  in  Italy  ^  but 
layes  exprefly^that  it  was  then  in  Nazarethy^ 
that  many  Miracles  were  wrought  about  it- 
Antonino? Florence y  whoisalfb  the moft Im- 
pudent Writer  ofL^^^;^^^  that  ever  was  5  fay'^s 
not  a  word  of  it  fome  Agesafter  they  fay  that 
it  was  ixtLoretto.  All  the  anfwer  that  I  bad 
to  this  was  5  that  it  was  no  Article  of  Faith  ^ 
feiit  whether  it  was  true  or  ialfe,  the  Devo- 
tion 
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tionofthe  People  was  dill  entertained  by  it  • 
and  this  5  they  laid,  was  as  much  meritorious, 
tho  founded  on  a  Fable,  as  the  giving  of  Cha- 
rity to  one  who  is  believed  a  fit  objeftjbutyeE 
is  indeed  a  Cheat,  is  acceptable  to  God:  and 
thus  he  who  gives  upon  a  good  inward  motive, 
will  be  rewarded  according  to  the  Difpo- 
fition  of  his  Mind,  and  not  according  to  the 
Truth  or  Falfehood  of  the  Story  ^  that  wrought 
upon  him.    I  durft  not  prefs  this  matter  too 
far;  other  wife  I   would  have  replied ,   that 
how  excufcable  foever  the  Superftition  of 
Ignorant  Peofle  maybe,  yet  this  does  not  at 
alljuftify  the  Cheat  that  the  C/;f/r^^  puts  upon 
her  fo  eafily  deluded  children.     The  truth  is, 
the  Romans  themfelves  have  not  fuch  fliff 
notions  of  all  the  points  of  Controverfy  as  we 
are  apt  to  Imagine:  this  makes  me  remember 
aconveriation  thatpaft  feme  years  ago,  be- 
tween an  jfihbot&c  one  of  our  Clergymen ,  that 
was  then  a  Governour  to  a  Terfon  of  Quality, 
that  in  his  Travels  flayed  for  fome  time  at 
Rome !Th^ Abbot  feeing  thc^overnour  wascon- 
fidered  as  a  man  of  Learning ,  defired  to  be  In- 
formed of  him  5  what  were  the  Points  in  difFe-» 
rence  between  the  t74/o  Churches :  fo  the  Go- 
vernour told  him,  that  wehad  our  u^ors hip 
in  a  known  tongue>  that  we  gave  the  ^up  in 
the  Sacrament;  that  we  bad  no  Images^  and 
did  not  pray  to  Saints :  all  this  did  not  diflurb 
the  Abbots  who  faid, -  that  thefe  were  only 
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d'l&tentRitesznd  Ceremonies  ,  which  might 
be  well  enough  born  with :  when  the  other 
added,  that  we  did  not  believe  IrmfUhfim^ 
tiation  nor  Purgatory  ,  the  Abbot  faid ,  thefc 
were  the  fubtilties  of  the  School:  fo  he  was 
very  gentle  till  the  G'o-z/erwo/ifr  told  him ,  that 
we  did  not  acknowledge  the  Tope-y  then  the 
y^^^.??  was  all  on  fire,  and  could  not  compre- 
hend, how  men  could  be  C^rz/?/'^»j,  that  did 
hot  acknowledge Chrifts  Vicar ^ixadiS.  Peter's 
^Hccejfor:  and  it  is  very  plain  at  Romezti\{\% 
day,  that  they  confider  the  Conversion  oiNa. 
ttons,  only  as  it  may  bring  in  more  profit  into 
the  Datary  Court^^nd  raife  the  value  of  the  Offi* 
r«  there  J  for  when  I  leemed  amafed  in  con- 
yerfation  withfome  of  them  ,  to  fee  fo  little 
k-egard  had  to  the  Ambajfadour  otEngland ,  and 
to  every  thing  that  he  propofed  j  they  told  me 
plainly,  that  perhaps  the  Angels  in  Heaven  re-« 
joiced  at  the  Converfion  of  a  finner  upon  the 
pure  motives  of  perfed:  Charity,  but  they  at 
Rome  looked  at  other  things.  They  faw  no 
^ofit  like  to  come  from  England ;  no  Bulls 
were  called  for,  and  no  Compofitionslxkcio  be 
tinade  -,  ifthofe  things  should  once  appear,  then 
an  Ambafadomhomthcxics.  would  be  treated 
like  the  penitent  Prodigal  ,  efpecially  if  he 
were  a  little  lefs  governed  by  the  fejmtes, 
who  were  believed  to  have  managed  our  Am- 
bafadoura.  httle  too  abfolutely  .•  and  here  ic 
Ml  be  no  trnpiearant  digreffion  If  i  itll  yoii 
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the  true  reafon  that  retarded  the  l^tomomn  of 
the  Cardinal  ^'£/?/fo  long. 

The  Po^e  hi-mfelf  faw  what  tlie  Vncle  of  this 
Cardinal  did  at  Rome^   in  P.  Alexander  the 
y^^ityne,  upon  the  bufinefsot  the  Corjis,  and 
the  affront  that  was  put  on  the  Duke  oiCrequy^ 
which  made  lo  much  noife.     That  Cardinal 
being  then  the  ProteUor  oi  the  French  Nation^ 
offered  firil  to  the  D.  of  Crequj^  to  go  with 
hinij   accompanied  with  500  Men,  that  he 
knew  he  could  raii?  in  Rome ,  to  the  Palace  of 
T)om  Mario  Chi^  ^  and  to  fling  him  out  at 
window:  but  the  D.  of  Cr^^^j  thinking  that 
fuch  a  revenge  went  too  far,    the  Cardinal 
himfelf  went  accompanied  with  his  500  Men  J 
to  xkie'PaUce  ,   and  expoftulated  the  matter! 
with  the  Po\tey  and  demanded  Reparation^  and ' 
when  the  Po^e  put  it  by  in  fome  general  an- 
fwers,  he  prelt  him  fo  hard,  till  the  Po^e  threat- 1 
ned  to  pull  his  Cap  from  him ,  but  he  anfwcred, 
that  he  *would  clap  a  Head-piece  on  it ,  to  defend ' 
it ^  andihathe  "wouldneverpartwiththat ^  till 
he  had j^ulledtheTripple  Crown  from  his  head  ;. 
This  was  vigorous  ,   and  the  Cardinal  had 
mind  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  it,  for  hc; 
madehirafelt  be  drawn  with  a  Headpiece  byj 
him  5  his  hand  pointing  towardsit,  which  I  fawj 
zt-Jktodena;  and  it  is  plain  by  their  way  of  fpea- 
kingofthis  matter  jthat  they  were  proud  of  it  i 
The  prefent  Popeht'ing  at  that  time  a  (/trdinak 
Ikw  this  diforder ,  and  fo  he  was  refol ved  nevo^ 

tc 
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to  raife  one  of  thztfamiij  to  the  T/rrp/eiyei  the 
earnell:  and  repeated  Iniiances  from  EngUndy 
overcame  him  atlaft* 

,  But  now  again  I  return  to  that  from  which  I 
have  digrefled  ib  often  ,  which  is  the  work  that 
t^Q InquifitionmightfiniMn  Italj^  even  with- 
out departing  from  any  of  their  received  Prin- 
ciples.  Thatfcandalouslmpoftureof  the^/^^^ 
of  S .  z^^^^^^r/  at.iV^;?/^^,that  feems  to  be  firm  Sc 
dry  in  the  Vml^  and  that  diflblvesaod  moves 
IS  it  is  brought  near  his  Head, which  is  fo firmly 
3elie^ed  by  all  the  bigots  thercjmurt  needsgive 
m  Indignation  to  ail  that  love  Truth,  when 
:hey  iee  fuch  grofs  Deceptions  put  upon  the 
World*  1  will  not  take  upon  me  to  fay  how 
tis  managed  I  bat  nothing  is  more  eaiy  than 
:he  ordering  of  this  matter  may  be.  For  if  that 
'^id  be  filled  with  tinctured  liquor ,  theTf^i 
)eingput  in  Ice  and  Salt  ^will  freefe  in  an  lo- 
lant^  and  it  being  again  in  the  air^  may  return 
rery  quickly  to  its  former  ftate,  fo  that  there 
s  no  need  of  any  great  skill  fortheconda61:ing 
pis  matter:  and  it  is  fo  much  their  Inrereft^ 
kvho  have  the  keeping  of  this  pretended  Blood, 
okeep  the  fecret  very  religioufly,  that  it  is 
lo  wonder  if  it  is  not  difcovered.  He  indeed 
ivvho  either  doubts  of  it,  or  would  adventure 
1:0  difcover  it ,  rauft  refolve  to  go  and  live  tome 
iivereellethaniniV^^/?/^,  whcrethispaffcs  for 
;:he  chief  Glory,  as  well  as  thegreareft  blef-* 
jbng  of  their  City :  aqd  the  pofk  there  are  fo 
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extreamly  credulous ,  &  the  Priefis  are  fo  very 
Infolent,  that  cMs  has  appeared  of  kteinfticW 
Inftances ,  that  if  the  Viceroy  of  Naples ,  were 
not  both  a  very  extraordinary  man,  andmoft 
exceffivcly  efteemed  and  beloved  there,  he 
could  not  have  (tood  hi^  ground  in  the  Difpute 
which  is  now  on  foot ,  and  of  which  tho  ail  the 

*gaz.ettes  make  mention  ,  yet  I  may  perhapl 
tell  you  fome  particulars  ^  that  may  benewtc 
you,  for  Iwas  in  iVi/?/^Jwhile  this  matter  was 
initsgreateftheat. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  Eccleftafical  Immunittei 
is  carried  fo  high  here ,  that  the  General  of  the 
Horfe ,  who  is  by  birth  a  Flemming ,  had  almofl 
iek  it  to  his  coil ;  there  were  two  under  him 
that  had  quarrelled,  but  were  made  Friends 
and  one  of  thefe  meeting  the  other  fome  dayj 
after  thar,he  embraced  him  v^ithall  thefhewe; 
of  Friendship  5  but  having  a  fiiktto  in  his  hand 

.  he  managed  It  fo  fatally  5  that  under  all  the  ap 
pearences  of  tender  Embraces  5  he  killed  hin 
out-right^andprefentlyhe  took  San6tuary  h 
a  Churchy  that  was  hard  by  ^  the  Generalhc^t 
ingoithis,  refolved  he  would  make  an  Exam 
pie  of  the  Murderer:  but  not  daring  to  dra| 
him  out  of  the  Chm'ch ,  he  fet  a  Sentmel  to  th 
Doors  5  reckoning  that  hunger  would  Too 
force  him  to  come  out:  and  tho  the  Triefi 
that  belonged  to  the  Church,  carried  him  i^ 
fome  Proviiions,  yet  that  could  not  ferve  hie 
.fong.  But  the  General  vas  forced  to  difcharg 
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ihe  Sentinels:  for  he  was  Informed  ,  that  an 

Excommunication   was  coming  out    againft 

him  5   for  diftrurblng  the  devotions  of  thofe 

that  went  to  the  Church :.  and  he  knew  that  if 

the  Excommunication  fhould  be  once  given 

out,  nobody  would  fo  much  as  talk  with  hiiH; 

or  come  near  him  after  that;  fo  he  would  noi: 

yun  that  rifque  :  ^ndthk  JlpiJlinate  had  a  fair 

occafion  given  him  to  make  his  efcape:  this 

was  a  good  Effay  of  the  Zeal  for  che  Immmiti 

'  of  places.  Another  fell  our  aboutche  fame  time 

inear  Leghorn.in  which  the  facredneis  of  ex^ 

iCmpted/7^r/J?^/was  aflcrted  in  a  manner  that 

I  was  no  lels  fcandalous ;  a  Priefi-  was  fei(ed  on  ^ 

Epr  ambft  horrid  Crime  5    either  a  Raj>e  or  z 

Murder^  I  do  not  remember  which  :  but  he 

'Who  bad  no  mind  to  be  taken  ,  defended  him-, 

'  felfs  aod.fhot  Oiie  of  the  Sbiri ,  upon  which  the 

reft  run  away.     So  he  apprehendiog  that  a 

ftronger  party  would  be  fcnt,  that  would  be 

.too.hardlorhim  ,   went  and  reu'red   into  a 

"Wood,  with., his Fufee^  and  fome being fent 

:to  find  him,  out ,  he  had  shot^  fix  or  kvtn  of 

them;  yet  after  all  the  iacred  Charaaer  was 

i like  to  favq  this  ex.ecrabie  man-  for  while  I 

vvasat  Z^^^W/^I  was  cold  that  an  Excommun^^ 

^^r^V;/ was  coming  out  5  agaioft  all  thatshouUi 

violate  the    Ecclejia[iic4l  Irnmtmtties    in   his 

iPerfon  :  and  no  doubt  the  Great  Duke  will 

give  way  to  this  :    for  he  is  fo  entirely  deliJ 

lyercd-  up   to  his  Friers ,   and  is  become  fo 

H  5  ex-. 
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exceffively  Tcrupulous,  thatto  deliver himfelf 
from  thofe  Troubles  of  Confcience  ,   which 
many  things  ,  inthe  Adnliniftration  of  the  Go- 
vernmem  zrc^ftto  give  him ,  he  has  found  out 
an  eafy  receipt,  which  if  all  other  Prr^^^^  can 
be  brought  to  follow  5  it  will  be  very  happy  for 
their  A4tnifiers,\it  then  confiders,  that  the  only 
fare  way  to  be  Innocent  in  the  Conduct  of  Af- 
fairs^is  not  to  know  them  at  ail  :but  to  devolve 
them  entirely  on  hisMinifiers ^who  do  alljwith- 
outfo  much  as  communicating  matters  to  him. 
But  the  Viceroy  oi Naples  is  not  fo  very  tra- 
ctable in  thofe  matters  ,  as  appears  by  the  vi- 
gour with  which  he  has  fupported  th^fecular 
Tr/£7;^;^4/againfttheInvafions  of  the  Ecclef.a- 
Jiical  Courts     That  which  gave  the  rife  to  the 
diJpuxe  ,  was,  afme  that  was  between  a  Laj 
mdn  and  a  Church-man  ,   before   one  of  the 
fudges  oi  Naples  ^   who  decided  in  favour  of 
the  Layman  I  upon  which  it  was  pretended^ 
that  this  was  a  Violation  of  the  Immunities  of 
tlieC/;//r^i^:fo  the  ^// 4^^  was  Excommunicatedy 
And  upon  it  no  body  would  willingly  appear 
before  him ,  or  fo  much  as  fpeak  to  hnrj^fo  ter- 
rible a  thing  is  that  Thunder  there:    but  the 
Ftceroj  has  iliewed  on  this  occafion ,  that  firm- 
iiefs  thai  has  appeared  in  all  his  other  Aftions: 
and  has  alfo  received  Orders  from  Spain  autho- 
rifing  him  to  keep  his  ground.     The  'fudge  is 
notonly  maintained  inwhat  he hasdone  5  but 
coiuinues  (till  to  (it  on  the  bench ,  all  people  are 
-  '■■     ■■ "  ■      forced' 
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forced  to  bring  their  caiife^  before  him  5  &  his 
Sentences  are  executed  with  refolution.  This 
Contempt  put  on  the  Ecdefiaflical  Genfures 
hy  2iMihifieroi Spain y  and ata time  in  which 
the  jP(?^<?  is  fo  much  in  their //^^^>"^/j,  isahttie 
Extraordinary.  But  the  ajffront  that  the  Fice-^ 
Toy  put  on  an  Auditor  of  theiV^/^r/'c?'^,  was 
yet  much  more  proTokingjforit  was  managed" 
witha  particular  care  to  make  the  Scorn  very 
wounding  as  well  as  it  was  publick.The  Nun^ 
^/e?  is  believed  to  do  ill  Offices  in  this  mattery 
and  his  Auditor  was  known  to  be  a  man  of  Li-- 
her  tie  s\  it  was  found  out  that  he  went  often  to 
:  a  "Bordello  y  the  Viceroy  the^xfore  gave  order  to 
watch  him  fo  carefully ,  that  the  Sbiri  fliquld 
be  furetojSnd  him  in  fuch  circumftanccs,  as 
iliould  make  his  fhame  very  Confpicuous:  fo 
he  was  taken  5  and  carried  before  the  next 
fudge :  the  thing  was  laid  before  hand,  and  the 
/^^^^^refufingtomedleinit,  the  Si^iri  (a  fort 
of  men  like  our  Bailiffs  )  carried  him  to  ano- 
ther 5  and  fo  made  the  round  of  all  the  fudges 
inNaples-^  and  every  one  of  them  refufing  to 
meddle  with  the  Auditor ,  the  Sbiri  let  him  go, 
when  the  matter  was  made  (u&.cieni\y  pu-^ 
blick,  by  their  carrying  him  about  to  foman- 
ny  places.  The  Nuntio  complained  of  the  Vio* 
lation  of  the  Rights  of  a  Publich^  Miniver  ^  e- 
fpecially  of  fofacred  a  one. But  the  Reparalion 
that  the  ^iiT^r^K  made  5  was  a  redoubling  of 
the  Affront :  for  he  ordered  the  Shiri  that  had 
H  4  ^  takea  . 


jj[t6  "iA  tetter  from  ROM  E  f 

taken  the  Auditor  ^  to  be  carried  about  all 
Maples  with  an  Infcription  writ  in  Capital 
Letters ,  both  on  their  Breafts  and  on  their 
Backs ,  mentioning  the  Crime  for  which 
they  were  thus  led  about,  which  was  their 
having  diflurbed  the  Nmttio'^s  Auditor  in  his 
pleafures. 

'     You  will  eafily  imagin  that  this  was  confi- 

dered  at  Rome^szmoil  outrageous  Affront ; 

and  indeed  the  Pope  has  carried  the  matter  of 

the  Regale  in  France  io  very  far ,  that  it  is  hard 

to  tell  to  what  a  degree  this  breach  in  2s[a(les 

may  bealfo  carried  :  for  tho  the  Pofe  is  mofl: 

exceflively  ignorant  in  all  chofe  Matters,  yet 

he  has  another  Quality ,  that  is  the  only  thing 

that  is  great  in  him ,  and  that  would  indeed 

become  him  very  well ,  if  he  had  a  little  more 

Knowledg  to  govern  it:  and  that  is,  that  he 

is  the  wilfullefi  man  alive  ^  and  his  temper  is 

fearlefs  enough  to  make  him  jlhut  his  Eyes 

upon  all  Danger. 

;  It  cannot  be  denied  ,  but  it  is  the  Intereil 
of  the  Pope^  as  he  is  a  Temporal  Prince ,  to  be 
of  the  fide  that  is  now  the  weakeftj  and  that 
needs  his  fupport  the  molt:  and  therefore  it 
is  no  wonder  if  he  is  fo  favourable  to  the 
Crown  oi  S^ain^imdi  the  Houfe  o{  Aufiriax 
feut  after  all,  his  carrying  the  buGnefs  of  the 
Resale  fo  far,  againft  fo  great  a  iT/w^,  and 
r%  King  that  has  merited  fo  much  from  that 
Churchy  by  his  zeal  againfl:  Beretickjr>  is 
"^'^ '"~^"" '       ■      "    '    ".     '         ^    '       Ibme-^ 
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fome  what  unaccountable:  After  all  the  Ha- 
vock,  that  has  been  made  both  by  Princes 
and  Popes  of  the  true  Liberties  of  the  Church 
and  particularly  after  that  fhameful  Baroaiii 
that  was  made  between  them  in  the  Concor- 
date,  ithasavery  ill  grace  to  fee  a  Popemzkc 
this  thefubjea  of  fo  great  and  fo  long  a  Di- 
fputej  and  that  the  tadious  Clamours  of  a 
few  ill-natured  and  angry  Tr/V//,  iliould 
have  been  fo  much  confidered ,  as  to  inter- 
rupt the  good  underftanding  oHheCourts  of 
the  Vatican  and  Ferfaillev.  All  this  flowed 
from  theillopmion  that  the  Popthad  of  the 
fefmtes,  which  being  known  in  Fr^Wf,  the 
fanjenifls  thought  it  was  high  time  for  them 
to  recommend  tbemfelves  to  the  Court  of 
Rome^  m  hope  of  mortifying  the  fefmtes- 
yet  they  could  not  with  any  decency  carry 
ihe  Papal  Authority  high,  after  they  had 
With  fo  much  force  both  of  reafon  and  lear- 
ning, deprefled  it  as  they  had  done:  fo  thev 
betook  themfeives  to  the  firft  thin?  that  of- 
fered It  felf ,  that  they  knew  would  be  very 
acceptable  in  ^<?r,?^,  which  was  the  affertins 
the  Likertiesoi  the  Chursh ,  and  the  difpu- 
ting  the  Kmgs  Irapofing  the  Rig-hts  of  the 
Meg^le  (that  ]S,the  mean  profits  oi^ishopncl^,, 
and  the  Collating  to  Benefices  withoiic  Orrr, 
diirmg  the  Vacancy)  on  the  four  fouihein 
Provinces  oi  France.  I  will  not  fay  more  cf 
a  matter  thatis  fo  well  known ,  only  I  will  tell 
".  5,.  you, 
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you ,  what  a  DoBor  of  the  Sorbon  faid  to  me 
upon  this  fubje6t;  I  found  he  did  not  believe 
iht  Pole's  Authority  more  than  I  did  my  felf; 
and  yet  he  was  one  of  thofe  that  indire6tly  op- 
pofed  the  Articles  of  the  C/^rg-j,  and  the  con- 
demnation that  was  paft  on  the  Bifhop  of 
Smgonium^s  Cenfiire  of  thofe  Af  ticks -^  for 
his  Authority  and  Learning  gave  a  great  turn 
to  that  matter ;  fo  when  I  feemed  amafed  at 
this ,  that  a  man  of  his  Prindples,  had  a^ecl 
as  he  had  done  upon  that  oceafion  5  he  told  me 
he  had  no  other  Gonfideration  before  him  in 
that  matter  ,  but  to  mortify  the  Clergy  of 
France^  and  to  maintain  the  Dignity  of  the 
Sorbon.   It  was  not  long  fince  that  in  the  Di^ 
fpute  about  fdnjenim\    matter,  they    hac 
made  the  ?ofe  not  only  Infallible  in  matters 
of^Kig^h  but  of  FaB:  and  now  becaufe  tha 
Fope  was  not  in  the  Interefls  of  France  ^  the 
difpute  of  Infallibility^  and  of  the  Councils 
of  Confiance  and  Fafil  5  were  again  fet  on  footj 
all  which  would  be  given  up  ,  and. the  Po^e, 
would  be  confidered  Infallible  to  morrow ,  i^ 
he  were  once  more  in  thelnterefts  oiFranccyH 
the  C/^r^7,who  had  neither  learning  nor vertucj 
but  made  up  all  Defe£ts ,  by  a  flavish  Obfequi^ 
oufnefs  5  would  be  then  as  forward  to  magnify 
%ht Infallibility ^-^^  they  are  now  todeprefsit. 
How  far  the  Fo^e  will  embroil  himfelf  in 
this  ncwbufinefs  of  the  Franchifes^  I  do  not 
know :  he  has  exprefled  a  great  ileadinefs  in 

til 
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ir;  and  the  truth  is,  ^^^^  is  now  fo  funk 
from  what  it  was  5  and  the  Franchifes  me  fo 
confiderable  apart  of  the  City,  that  their 
being  covered  from  the  Execution^  both  ot 
Givil and  Criminal  fuftice  ^  is  a  moil  horrible 
Diforder  :  and  it  feems  reafonable  enough^ 
that  as  in  ail  other  Courts  5  there  is  nothing 
now  under  the  Ambajfadoms  Prote£lion,  but 
that  which  is  within  his  Gates,  fo  the  fame 
Regulation  fliould  be  made  in  Rome-y  where 
the  extent  of  thofe  priviledged  Places  is  very 
great :  yet  afterall^if  theFr^;^^^  Ambajfadour^ 
that  is  now  on  his  way  thither,  has  pofitive 
Orders  to  maintain  them ,  and  has  mony  e- 
nough  to  lift:  men  5  if  the  matter  goes  on  to  ^ 
more  obftinate  Difpute^  It  will  be  no  hard 
matter  forhimtoraifefuch  a  Revolt  in  ^<7?^^, 
that  neither  the  Pp^es  Guardsynoxx\\ok  in  the 
Caftle  of  St.  Angelo  ^  will  be  able  to  fubdue 
it  :  and  if  this  matter  goes  on  fo  far,  the 
French  will  very  probably  cut  off  all  Annates^ 
and  find  a  fhorter  way  of  granting  o^BhUs 
within  the  Kingdom.,  It  is  faid,  that  while fome 
have  reprefented  the  apparent  Inconveniences 
of  a  Rupture  with  France  to  the  Pope^  and 
thathewasinno  condition  to  refift  that  migh- 
ty Power:  He  anfwered,  that  he  would  fuf^ 
fer  jMartjrdom  in  maintaining  the  Rights  of 
St.  Peter.  It  muft  be  confefled,  that  there 
was  fomethiog  in  this  faying  that  was 
iflore  Magngmmous,  than  prudent.  Andinr 

dee| 
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deed  the  'Popes  way  of  ftrcating  with  jim^ 
ifaffadours ,  has  fomewhat  in  it  that  comes, 
neerer  the  fimplicity  of  the  Fifliermcn ,  the 
more  modern  Politicks.  His  dry  Anfwer  to 
our  Ambajfadour  'y  when  he  threatned  him 
that  he  would  leave  Rome^  and  go  back  to 
England  y  if  he  were  not  better  ufed ;  Lei  e 
JPadrone  j  Tot^.  are  Ma(ler  of  that  as  you  pleaje ; 
had  an  air  in  it  that  I  fhould  have  been  much 
pleafed  with,  ifit  had  fallen  on  any  other  than 
on  the  Kin£s  Miniver, 

His  Gonduft  of  the  Revenue  is.  an  umc-» 
-countable  thing  j  for  if  there  is  not  a  vaft 
Treafure  laid  up,  or  a  moft  prodigious  deal  of 
Wealth  fecretly  conveyed  to  his  Family ,  it  is, 
not  to  be  imagined  what  has  become  of  all 
that  T\evenuf,  that  he  has  raifed ,  in  which  the 
Income  is  fovaftlydifproportioned  to  the  ex- 
pence,  that  the  mofl:  prying  men  do  not  know 
what  is  become  of  it.  The  War  with  the 
l^urks  has  not  coll  him  fo  much  as  is  believedj 
on  the  contrary ,  many  think  that  he  has  got 
byir^  and  that  the  Tk^^^  which  he  has  laid 
on  the  Clergy  of  Italy  amount  to  more  than  he 
has  laid  out  upon  it:  It  is  certain,  it  hasnot 
coft  him  very  much.  He  retrenched  all  Ex- 
pencesto  fo  great  a  degree  ,  that  even  the  pu° 
blick  Charities  were  leflened :  for  in  Lent ^thtrc 
is  a  weekly  Charity  oi^fulio  ^  or  a  fix  pence, 
to  all  ihtpoor  that  come  and  ask  it:  and  the 
foor  commonly  brought  their  Childi*en  with 
'  '^  them^ 
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tliem ,  fo  that  they  got  as  many  ^ulio^s  as 
they  brought  Children  5  but  the  Pope  limited 
this  5  that  no  Charity  ihould  be  given  to  imf 
under  fuch  an  Age ,  as  I  remember  it  was  be- 
low ten  year  old.  The  AdminiHration  of  the 
Rewnue  is  indeed  the  only  thing  that  he  un- 
derftands  ,  and  in  which  he  imploys  all  his 
thoughts  :  and  it  was  believed,  that  the  true 
Secret  of  the  greatefl  number  of  the  Cardi-^ 
^^/^inthelaft  Promotion^  was  the  Advantages 
that  he  made  by  the  fale  of  the  Ojpces  which 
they  held ,  and  that  fell  to  the  Pope  upon  their 
Advandementj  out  of  which  it  was  thought 
that  he  gained  above  a  Millimi  and  upon 
this  I  will  tell  you ,  what  I  have  learned  con- 
cerning the  avei  fion  that  two  of  the  CarAinals^ 
Tata  and  Ricci  J  expreffed  to  the  Purplein  the 
Promotion  that  was  made  five  year  ago|  this 
was  magnified  in  feveral  Books  5  that  were 
printed  out  of /^^/y  jasfomewhatthat  feemed 
toapproachtothe  befl:  Ages  of  the  Primitive 
Times  5  when  men  refufed  to  accept  of  fo 
great  a  Dignity  ^  that  brought  them  within  a 
Itep  of  the  Supream  Elevation :  but  the  truth 
of  this  matter  was ,  they  were  both  men  of 
Fourfcore^  and  not  like  to  live  long;  as  they 
both  died  v/ithin  a  year  of  their  Preferment : 
they  had  very  good  Imploytoents  5'  which 
they  had  bought,  and  which  by  their  accept- 
ting  the  Pur  fie  were  to  fall  into  the  'Topers 
hands :  befides  that  5  the  new  Dignity  was  not 
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to  Beentred  upon  withoiita  great  E^pence  * 
ib  all  this  being  coniidered,  the  vertueof  re-' 
fufing  fb  chargeable  a  "Digriity  ^  in  men  that 
were  more  concerned  for  their  Families  ^  than 
for  that  fmall  remnant  of  life  that  was  before 
them^  was  not  fo  very  Extraordinary. 

But  fince  I  am  upon  the  dilcourfe  of^romo" 
tina  o£ Cardinals ,  I  will  tell  yoo  a  remarkable 
Initanceol  z  Promotion  ,  that  I  do  nat  remem- 
ber to  have  met  with  in  any  Bdol^^  and  the  Dig- 
nity of  the  Perfon  and  of  che  Family  defcended 
from  him  makes  me  think  it  worth  the  rela- 
ting 5  and  the  rather  becauie  I  had  it  from  no 
Ordinary  perfon,  but  from  one  of  the  exacleft 
men  in  Remedy  and  who  has  taken  the  greateft 
pains  tobewelUnformedin  the  Modern  Hi^ 
fiory.  I  had  feen  feveral  pictures  oi  Clara  Far- 
nefe^(oY  there  are  more  than  one  of  them  in  the 
Palefirina :  fo  I  knowing  nothing  concerning 
her,  asked  her  ftory ,  which  in  Ihort  was  this  : 
that  flie  was  P.  Paul  the  :^d^s  Stfler^  and  the 
perfon  to  whom  he  owed  his  Cardinals  Cap  ^   \ 
and  by  Confequence  all  that  followed  upon  it, 
tho  he  rewarded  her  ill  for  it  5   for  he  jpoy fined  j 
both  her  and  his  Mother ,  that  he  might  have   1 
all  their  Wealth  y    their  Father  was  a  poor 
man,  that  v/ent about  felling  Saucidges  and 
fuchfort  of  ftuffi     Clara  was  married  young, 
and  was  foon  a  Widdow  >  fhe  was  a  lovely  wo- 
man ,  but  no  Extraordinary  beauty :  her  Bro-- 
tjger  was  bred  to  Letters,  and  was  one  of  thofe 

poor 
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poor  Churchmen^  that  was  looking  about  on  all 
hands  where  he  might  find  aPatron^when  of  a 
fudden  hisStfiers  charms  and  her  artifices  toge- 
ther raifed  him  to  a  height,to  which  he  was  far 
enough  from  pretending  at  that  time.  On  a 
great  occafion  Clara  Farnefe  was  fo  near  P.  A- 
lexander  the  6^^,  and  wasfo  much  in  his  Eye  6c 
in  his  thoughts ,  that  he  ordered  one  that  was 
about  him,  tp  enquire  who  fhewas,and  where 
flie  lived :  Inftrumentsupon  fuch  occafibnsare 
never  wanting  to  great  Perfons:  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  To^es  great  Age ,  yet  his  Vices 
hungftillfoclofetohim,  that  he  could  have 
no  quiet  till  Qara  Farnefe  was  brought  him. 
She  refolved  to  manage  her  felf  on  this  occa- 
fion ,  and  to  raife  her  price  all  that  was  pofli- 
ble  5  fo  a  (Cardinals  ^a^  to  her  Brother  was 
both  asked  and  granted  :  a  promife  of  it  was 
made  at  leaft ,  upon  which  fhe  came  and  atten- 
ded on  the  old  leud  T^ope:  yet  when  the  next 
Promotion  came  to  be  in  agitation  jthePropo- 
fition  iox Abbot  Farnefe w^sveje&cdhy  (}far 
'Borgia  with  fcorn;  he  had  never  been  a  flave  to 
his  word ,  and  he  had  no  mind  that  his  Father 
lliould  obferve  it  on  this  occafion. 

The  way  of  a  Promotion  is  this  5  the  Pope 
fetles  the  Lifio?  the  Cardinals  ,  and  writes 
down  all  their  names  in  a  paper  with  his  own 
handjand  in  a  C<?;?/5^e?y7,when  all  other  bufinels 
is  endedjhe  throws  down  the  Paper  on  the  Ta- 
ble j  and  fay's  to  the  Cardinals ,  Metis  Fratres% 
i  "^'  "  yon 
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jouhavenowfome  Brethren.  One  of  the  .?«•- 
cretaries  upon  that  talces  up  the  Paper,  and 
reads  the  Names  aloud  i  and  the  Sbiri  are  at 
the  door ,  and  as  foonas  one  is  named ,  they  run 
for  it ,  to  fee  who  fliall  be  able  to  carry  the  firil 
ne\^es  of  it  to  the  party  concerned. 

Upon  this  occahonjthe  Popezkev  he  had  con- 
Gerted  the  Promotion  with  his  Son ,  writ  down 
all  the  names.  QaraFame^e  was  in  great  appre- 
henfionsfor  her  Brother^  fdlhe  being  to  paf* 
that  night  with  the  Pope,  rife  when  the  old 
man  wasiaft  afleep ,  &  learched  his  Pocket,  & 
found  the  P^/^r,  but  her  Brothers  name  was 
not  in  it:thea  fhe  iec  her  felf  with  great  care  to 
conntexititthcPa^eshand;  and  writ  her  Bra- 
thers  name  the  £ir&  in  the  Lift :  tiext  morning 
ihekept  the  Pope  as  long  in  bed  as  was  poffi- 
ble;  till  word  was  brought  him,  that  the  Co«- 
/y?0J7Wasret,  and  that  the  C^r^/a^/j  were  all 
come :  for  ihe  reckoned  that  the  lefs  time  that 
"the  Pope  had  for  being  drell,  there  was  the 
leis  Danger  of  his  looking  into  his  i'^/fr;  So 
without  ever  opening  ic,  he  went  mto  the 
'Conjifiory,  and  according  to  Cuftom ,  he  threw 
downthe/£/?on  the  Table:  but  to  the  great 
fm-prife  of  him  ,  and  of  all  that  were  upon  his 
Secrets ,  the  firll  name  that  was  read ,  v/as  that 
bf  ^kot  Fm-nefsi,  and  it  feems  ihe'Pope\ 
thought  it  better  to  let  the  matter  pafs ,  than  1 
tofufferthctruefecret  ofthebufinefsto  breakJ 
isut.  It  \^  well  that  the  Do<a:nne  of  the  Inten-( 

tion|i 
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tjon ,  does  not  belong  to  the  Creation  of  Car^ 
dinais^  otherwife  here  was  a  Nullity  with  a 
Witnefs.  Thus  begun  that  long  courfe  of 
P.  Paul  the  thirds  greatnefs ,  who  lived  above 
^o years  after  this ,  and  laid  the  Foundation  of 
the  Family  o^Tarn^a^  which  he  faw  quite 
overthrown  ,  his  Son  being  aflaffinated  in  his 
Dwn  timei  and  both  his  Grand'children  having 
revolted  againft  him ,  which  5  as  was  believed, 
precipitated  his  death ,  tho  he  was  then  Four^ 
Q;ore. 

But  now  I  return  to  the  prefent  Pope  5  for  I 
iave  writ  you  a  very  loofe  fort  of  a  Letter ,  all 
nadeupof  digreffions.     His  averfion  to  the 
Order  o£th€  fefmtes  is  very  vifible^for  he  takes 
ill  oGcafions  to  mortify  them  ^  and  every  thing 
h^t  is  propofed  to  him  ^   thrives  the  worfe 
or  their  fakes,  if  he  believes  they  are  concern 
led  in  it ;  which  was  given  by  ail  at  J^ome ,  as 
he  truereafpnofthe  cold  ufage  that  the  En^ 
lish  AmhaJJadour  found  therCe     Indeed  the 
'(?/^^  is  not  Angular  in  the  hard  thoughts  that 
lie  has  ohh^t  Order:  I  never  law  an  IndifFe- 
ent  man  in  all  Italy  ^  that  was  of  another  mind: 
hey  do  generally  look  upon  them  as  a  Cove- 
ous  5  Fraudulent  5  Intriguing  5  and  turbiilent 
3rt  of  people ;  who  can  never  be  at  quiet,  un- 
^fs  they  reign :  who  are  men  of  no  Morals  i' 
hat  will  flick  at  nothing  that  may  raife  the 
Vealth  and  Power  of  their  Order  :   and  at 
lome  they  do  not  ftick  to  fay ,  that  all  the  con- 
X  ~  ccm§ 
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cerns  of  the  %2^^^  Catholick,  Religion  muft 

needs mifcarry  in  England^  becaufe  the  lefu- 

w/ are  fo  much  in  credit  there.    And  indeed 

the  Ejctravagantly  vain  Letters  that  they  write 

to  Rome  out  oi England ,  are  fuch  contextures 

oi Legends ,  that  ever  iince  I  faw  them,  I  know 

^vhat  value  I  ought  to  put  on  their  Letters  that: 

come  from  the  Indies  and  other  remote  Court-, 

treys;  for  when  they  take  fo  great  a  Libert}^ 

when  the  Falfehood  is  fo   eafily  found  out 

what  mull  me  think  o(  the  Relations  that  come 

from  places  at  fuch  a  diftance,that  they  may  li(^ 

With  morealTuranceSclefs  hazard  ofdifcovery' 

The  Letter  that  was  writ  in  February  laf 

from  Liege  to  the  lefuites  at  Eriburg ,  of  w  hid 

fo  many  C(7^w  were  given  ,  that  it  got  to  thi 

Prefsat  lall,  wasagoodlnftanceoftheirVa 

riity  5  and  of  the  fmall  regard  that  they  hav, 

to  a  Prince ,  that  has  as  they  give  out ,  fo  mucl 

forthem.     Their  repixfenting  the  King  ^  a, 

fo  concerned  in  the  Interefls  of  their  Order  \ 

thatheefpbufed  them  alias  if  they  were  hi 

own ,  that  he  was  now  become  a  Son  of  th 

Society^  and  that  he  was  received  into  a  com^ 

tnunication  of  the  Merits  of  the  Order ,  ( th<| 

afhareintheir  Treafure  upon  Earth  were  , 

much  more  confiderable  thing  5  thanof  theij 

Trealure  that  is  Invifible , )  Their  fetting  ou. 

the  Kini^s  Zeal  for  their  Religion ,  in  fuch  higl 

terms  5    that  they  fay  he  is  refolved  to  die  , 

y%^mr  rather  thannot  to  fucceed  in  his  de 

figi 
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tigntf  changing  the  %^ligion  ^  and  converting 
the  Nation:  and  this  at  a  time  when  the/C/'«^ 
was  declaring  himfelffo  much  for  Liberty  of 
Con  faience:  and  their  affirming  that  the  King 
is  become  bigotted  to  fo  high  a  degree ,  as  to 
refulecofufFera  Priefi  to  kneel  down  and  do 
the  duty  of  a  Subject  in  killing  his  Hand  , 
and  to  tell  him  y  that  hehimfelf  ought  rather  to 
kneel  dozi^n  ,  and  to  kjf  his  Hands :  all  theic 
ire  fuch  Extravagant  ftrains  ,   that  by  the 
)oldqefs  of  them  Tt  is  Evident,  that  they  were 
vrit  by  a  lefutte^  and  my  Co^y  came  to  me 
i'om  fo  good  a  hand  5  and  fo  near  the  fource, 
hat  how  many    Falfehoods  focver  may  be 
a  that  Letter , .  I  can  aflure  you ,  it  is  no  Im- 
)ofrare3but  was  really  writhy  thofe  oi Liege, 
In  a  word,  all  the  Romans  h^ve  fo  very  ill 
n  Opinion  ofthclefuits^  thatasfoon  as  any 
iece  of  iVif^^j comes  from  England^  that  is 
ot  favourable  to  their  Affairs ,  one  finds  all, 
om  the  higheft  to  the  lowefl: 5  agree  in  the 
imefliort  refleftion^  Thr^s  it  mufi  ever  be  ^ 
'/here  the  lefmtes  have  fuch  a  share  in  the 
^ouncils,     Amanlongpra6tifed  in  the  (^ou-rt 
f  ^£?;^d' 5  told  me,  it  was  im  poiEble  it  could  be 
therwife,  for  all  the  chief  men  of  that  Or-- 
^r  are  kept  teaching  in  their  Schools  ,   till 
ley  are  almoft  iorty  years  of  age  3  and  by 
lat  means  Pedantry  ,    a   difpuratious  and 
uperious  humour  5   and  a  peevish  littlenefs 
ffoulj  becomes  natural  to  ihem\^  lothataa 
I  X  Emi- 
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Eminent  man  here  faid  to  me  5  It  waslmfoj 
Jthte  that  matters  could  go  better  than  they  di 
^';?  England ,  <^  long  as  the  Morals  and  the  PoU 
ticks  of  the  Jefuites ,  and  the  Vnderftandin^ 
and  Courage  of  the  Iriili  5  were  fo  much  reliel 
on. 

But  befides  all  thefe  General  Confider 
tions,  there  are  fome  things  in  theConftiti] 
tion  of  the  Order  of  the   lefaites  thzt  gi\ 
thofe  at  Rome  reafon  enough  to  be  on  the 
Guard  againft  them.     There  are  two  thin^ 
peculiar  to  this  Order  that  make  it  veiy  fo 
midables  the  one  is,  that  thofe    who  hav 
made  the  ^onnhvow  are  capable  of  no  Pr 
ferment,   unlefs  it  be  to  be  Cardinals^  at 
then  they  are  indeed  capable  of  Bishopries 
Inmoft  of  the  other  Order  fj  every  man  has  I: 
own   private  Intereft  ^  and  his   particul 
views  5  lo  that  they  are  not  always  lookii 
after  the  concerns  of  their  Order.     But| 
lefuite  can  receive  no  Honour  but  from  Ij 
Order  y  therefore  he  Confecrates  himfelf  j 
it,  and  advances  the  Interefis  of  the  Sociii\ 
with  all  poflible  zeal  5   knowing  that  thej 
is  no  other  way  left  him  to  advance  his  o\\ 
Jnterefts^  but  this.     So  that  Hope  being  o, 
of  the  great  Springs  of  humane  Nature  , 
lefuitcy  who  hopes  for  nothing  but  from  1 
Order  ^  muft  be  extreamly  devoted  to  it.  B 
fides  this  ,   a  Jefuite  fears  nothing  but  frc 
his  Order:  They  have  not  a  Cardinal  Pi 

teBi 
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^eUor^  as  the  other  Orders,  haye  5  to  whom 
m  Appeal  lies  from  the  fentence  of  the  G^- 
2^r^/of  the  Order  :  but  thdefmtes  areabody 
nore  iliut  up  within  themfclves  3  for  the 
entence  oi  the  G^^;^t?r^/ is  definitive,  and  caii 
lever  be  reviewed  5  no  appeal  lying  from  it: 
vhenfoevera  Fope  comes  that  dares  mortify 
hem  5  he  will  open  a  way  for  Appeah  5  for 
ill  that  is  done,  the  General  of  the  lefmtes  is 
he  moil  Abfolute  and  the  mofl  Arbitrary 
joveraign  that  is  in  the  World. 

I  All  thefe  things  concur  to  Unite  almofl 

II  the  feveral  Inter  efts  in  %ome  againfl  this 
Gcietj  ^  which  yet  is  llrong  enough  to  fup- 
ort  it  lelf  againfl  them  all  :    they  have  the 
di^ion  generally  in  their  handsj  for  the  Con-! 
xt^lion  de  Fropaganda.^  payes  afma^llpen'* 
3n  of  20  Crowns  to  all  the  Secular  Friers 
lat  are  on  the  Mijjion  ^  whereas  the  lefmtes 
:ar  the  expences  of  their  own  Mijftonaries^ 
whom  they  allow  an  1 00  Crowns 'x  year:  8c 
thofe  of  the  Propaganda  being  willing  to  be 
fed  of  a  charge  5  accept  o£ ihc  Mijfionaries 
at  the  lefmtes  offer  them  :   and    they  find 
eir  account  in  this.  Their  Miffionaries  are 
)werfully  recommended ,  fo  they  are  quickly 
ceived  into  Families ,  efpecially  where  there 

I  yong  children  to  be  bred  up ,  or  Eftates 
be  managed  :   for  in  thefe  two  lies  their 
ength :  but  they  never  forget  their  Order ^ 
r which  they  are  as  fo  many  Favors  every  ' 
I  3  where- 
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where:  and  they  draw  vaft:  Prefents  from  a|| 
places  to  the  Houfe  that  returns  them  the:| 
Appointments^  wheras  the  poor  Secular  Trie  \ 
muftmakeaihift  to  live  out  of  the  Imall  aiil 
lowance  that  he  has  from  the  Congregatioj 
de  Propaganda  fide ^   and  out  of  what  he  ca ; 
raife  by  his  MaJJes .  Therefore  there  is  nothin  i 
that  they  defire  fomuch,  as  to  fee  Trotefiar 
States  that  give  a  Tolerance  to  To^ery ,  groi 
once  fo  wife  as  to  ihut  out  all  the  Regulars y  an ' 
above  all  the  fefuites  ;  and  to  admit  none  bi' 
Secular  Prkfis  :  for  the  former ,  as  they  ai? 
"fo  many  jigents ,  to  return  all  the  wealth  th:^ 
they  can  poffibly  draw  together,  to  the  ^^^; 
to  which  they  belong,  fo  they  are  united  tc^ 
gether  in  one  Body ,  under  a  moll  ftrift  C 
bedienceto  their  General^  which  may  be  ; 
great  a  prejudice  to  the  Peace  and  Security  (' 
a  Countrey  ^  as  the  other  is  to  its  Wealth  an' 
Abundance :    on  the  other  hand ,  the  SecuUi 
Triefls  are  generally  good-natured  men  5  wh  J 
are  only  fubjc61:  to  their  Bishop  ,  and  that  hav ' 
no  defigns  upon  "A^^  (governments  nor  the  Coti 
cerns  of  any  Hopife  that  is  in  Forreign  Pat 
lying  upon  them:  fothatfince  thofe  of  tfc! 
Communion  have  the  full  exercife  and  allth 
Confolation  of  their  Religion  from   SecuU 
Triefts ,  even  thofe  in  Rome  it  felfwonder  at  th 
Error  o£  Proteftant  States  ^    who   have  nc 
Learned  long  ago  to  make  this  difference  i 
the  Toleration  that  they  allow  ••  And  one  ths 

ha 
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has  been  almoft  50  years  in  the  moft  refined 
praftices  of  the  Co^rt  of  Rame^  faid  to  me 
with  a  very  fcnfible  concern ,  how  happf 
would  we  here  reckon  our  [elves  ^  if  we  r\, 
could  have  a  Toleration  of  our  Religion  allo-^  -^1] 
wed  in  England  ,  tho  it  were  with  an  Eter« 
nal  Exclufon  of  all  Regulars  and  lefuites  ?  and 
added  5  that  if  hefaw  good  grounds  for  ma- 
king it,  he  himfelf  would  go  and  carry  the 
PropoGtion  to  thofe  of  the  ^ropagan- 
da. 

And  now  I  am  fare,  I  have  rambled  over 
I  great  Variety  of  matter,  and  have  made 
I  fhift  to  bring  in  to  one  place  or  other 
)f  this  Letter ^  a  great  many  particulars  5 
hat  I  could  have  hardly  brought  out  in  an 
;xa61:nefs  of  Method  5  without  a  much  grea- 
er  compafs  of  words  ^  and  a  greater  ftifnefs  o£ 
brm:  but  I  thought  it  was  more  natural,  and 
)y  confequence,  that  it  would  be  more  accep« 
able  to  you,  to  make  them  follow  oneano- 
her 3,  in  an  eafy  and  unforced  contexture.  I 
ave  difcourfed  all  thefe  matters  often  over 
nd  over  again  fince  I  came  into  Italy :    but 

have  read  very  little  concerning  them  3  there- 
3re  there  may  be  many  things  here  5    that 

mention  becaufe  they  were  new  to  me 5 
nat  perhaps  are  no  newes  to  thofe  that  are 
mch  more  Learned  than  my  ieif  I  have  told 
ou  all  thatl could  gather  upon  thefe  fub- 
rds  from  the  wifeft  and  worthiefl  men  that 
'--'   ■  .     I  4.  I 
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J  found  here  :  I  have  writ  of  all  matters 
freely  to  you ,  becaufe  I  am  in  a  Countre; 
where  freedom  of  difcourfe  ,  in  matters  qi 
State  efpecially  3  is  pra6lifed  in  ks  utmo| 
"extent. 

I  have  ye|:  matter  for  another  long  letter^ 
in  which  the  matters  of  Religion   will  hav^ 
no  fhare>  fopl  will  end   all  thefe  in  this 
and  therfoie  there  is  one  piece  of  xh^  Super, 
fiition  otLombardy^  thataffeftedmetoo  fen- 
fibly ,  not  to  lead  me  to  bellow  a  fevere  cen-* 
fure  upon  it.     t  went  through  that  Coun; 
try  in  October  zndNovemherj  and  was  oiteij 
in  great  diftrefs,  becauie  it  was  not  pcflibli 
to  find  a  Glafs  o£Wine ,  that  could  be  drunkj 
all  being  either  dead  or  four.     At  Parma  \ 
waited  on  an  Eminent  ferfon^  and  lamenteJ 
to  him  the  mifery  of  Travallers  ,   (ince  ni 
Wine  was  to  be  found  that  could  be  drunk  I 
hetoldme«^  the  Natives  felt  this  much  more 
fenfibly  than  Strangers  (^id  5  with  whom  it 
was  foon  over  5   but  thpy  were  condemned 
to  fufFer  that  every  year-y  and  tho  he  himfelif 
had  Fineyards  ^  that  produced  rnuch  more 
Wine  thanhe  could  confume^  yet  he  could 
notbeMafler  of  agood  Glais  of  ?;f?^^,  fori 
great  many  Months  of  the  year  ;   fince  all 
the  people  were  polTefTed  with  this  Super  fiition^ 
that  it  was  Indifpenfably.neceflary  to  mix  it 
with  Water  in  the  Cask^^  that  hy  this  means 
it  drunk  dead  or/J^rforfogreatapartofthe 
'^  ^-^  '^  '^  ^    ■        .-->^»^-^    ^,   ^^^^^- 
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year  :  and  all  that  could  be  faid  could  not  beat 
this  out  of  the  heads  of  thofe  that  drcfled  their 
Wine:  but  he  added  5  that  the  Priejls^  who  con- 
firmed the  vulgar  in  this  Conceit  5  had  found 
g.  Device  to  excufe  their  own  Wine  from  this 
hard  fate  :  for  they  faid,  it  muft  needs  be  kepc 
unmixed  ^Gnce  in  the  Sacrament  the  Wine  muft 
be  pure,  and  is  then  only  to  be  mixed  with 
Watery  and  thus  in  all  their  Cellars  good  Wi^^ 
is  to  be  found,  where  thereis  not  a  drop  any 
where  elfe  that  can  be  drunk:  one  would  think 
that  this  is  to  abufe  the  Weaknefs  and  Credu- 
lity of  the  Feople^  a  little  toogrofly,  when 
they  condemn  all  the /^^>7  to  drink  ill  Wine , 
whereas  they  themfelves  drink  it  pure ,  which 
is  felt  more  fenfibly  by  the  Laky  ^  than  the 
depriving  them  of  the  Chalice  j  and  the  en- 
groffing  it  to  the  Prieft  in  the  Sacrament, 
Yet  the  Excife  that  is  laid  on  the  Wtne  In 
Florence^  has  taught  the  Inhabitants  a  point 
of  Wifdom  5  that  thofe  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Apfenins  are  not  capable  of  s  for  the 
Excife  being  raifed  upon  all  their  Wine,  the 
People  who  have  no  mind  to  pay  Excife  for 
Water ^  keep  their  Wtne  pure  ,  fp  perhaps 
fome  fuch  leverity  in  the  Government  in 
Lombardy  ^  may  likewife  reform  them  in  this 
piece  ofabfurd*S'i^^^r/?/'^i^/^5  which  I  felt  too 
fenfibly  with  all  the  efire6ts  that  naturally  fol- 
low thedrinkingof  four  Liquor ,  not  to  Infift 
upon  it  with  ibmc  more  than  ordinary  con- 
cern.    "     ■         ■  H   g         -  By£ 
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Butfincel  am  upon  the  point,  o^thtArts 
that  the  Convents  have  to  live  eafy ,  I  wii;  end 
this  Letter  ^kh  an  account  of  a  Ho  fife  chat 
wasvery  Extraordinary  5  which  I  faw  in  my 
way  to  Italy  thro  Bavaria  ;  Etalj  an  Abbey 
of  BeneMEiines ,  that  by  its  foundation  is 
bound  only  to  maintain  an  Ahbot  and  i^ 
iMonkj^  It  was  founded  by  Lewu  Duke  of 
Bavaria ,  that  was  Emperour :  the  building 
is  not  anfwerable  to  the  Endowment,  which 
lis ib  vaft 5  that  thcjkeepajl-ahleofi^ohorfesy 
which  is  indeed  one  of  thebeft  in  Germany  ^ 
I  the  hprfes  are  of  great  value  ,  and  wellkept: 
/  they  hunt  perpetually  ^  and  live  in  as  great  an 
abundance  of  all  things  as  the  Duke  of  "Ba- 
,  varia,  himfelf  can  do  5  and  yet  thefe  arc 
\  Keligious  men^  that  are  dead  to  the  World; 
I  cannot  forget  to  tell  you  a  very  beau- 
tifully diverfified  frofpeB:  that'  we  had  at 
Burgo  ^  a  little  Tfjo^;^  in  the  hills  of  7r^/^^ 5  as 
we  lookt  out  at  window,  We  faw  before 
ns  a  lovely  Meadow  in  all  the  Beauty  and 
Prideof  the  Moneth  of  May.:  a  little  beyond 
that  was  a  rifing  Bank  all  covered  over  with 
Trees  in  their  full  verdure:  beyond  that  the 
ground  rife  higher  ,  and  the  Trees  had  not 
yet  put  out  their  leaves5  and  things  lookt 
dead  and  dry,  as  after  Harvell:  and  beyond  that 
there  was  a  huge  hill^  all  covered  on  the  top 
with  fnow:  fo  that  here  we  law  in  one  pro- 
ipe6t  zllthc  Jeafons  of  the/f^r:  upon  which 

one 
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one  of  the  Company  made  this  reflexion  3 
that  if  any  Painter  fhould  in  one  Landskif}, 
mix  all  thefe  things ,  that  were  then  in  our 
eye,  he  would  be  thought  a  man  of  an  Ir- 
regular fancy  5  whofe  dehgnes  di3  not  agree 
with  nature  >  and  yet  we  had  them  all  then 
before  us.  I  will  make  no Excufes  nor  Com- 
pliments :  for  thofe  things  do  not  mend 
matters,  and  therefore  I  fend  you  my  Let- 
ter y  fuchas  it  is,  juft  as  it  has  grown  under 
my  Pen :  and  fo  .^^/^i^. 


p  o  s  T  s  G  R  I  p  T. 

I  find  I  have  forgot  to  mention  one,  very 
extravagant  ^i^c^oi  Devotion  ,  to  which 
I  was  a  Witnefs  at  Rome ,  on  the  1 7  oifanuary^ 
which  is  St.  jinthonjs  day^  that  was  r;he  great 
JP^^A^rofthe  Monaftick  Orders  ,  whofe  Life 
is  pretended  to  be  writ  by  S.  u4thanafe;z\l  Hor- 
fes  and  other  Beads  of  Burden  are  believed  to 
be  in  an  efpecial  manner  under  hi^  FroteBion: 
and  the  Monks  of  his  Order  ,  have  a  Houfe 
near  5^.  Maria  Maggiorey  thither  all  theii/i^r- 
[es  y  Mulets^ndjijfes  of  Rome^  and  all  round 
the  City  ^  are  brought  that  day  to  the  door  of 
the  Church ,  where  fome  jMclnkj  fiand  with  a 
Broom  in  holy  water  ,  and  fprinkle  it  upon 
them  all:  many  Doggsmd  Llamh  ^  and  other 

favo« 
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favorite  nAnimals^^  are  alfo  brought  to  ihara 
in  this  jif^erjion:  which  is  beheved  to  have 
a  moll  fpecial  vertue :  the  force  of  thi?  hallo- 
wing is  believed  tobefucb^  that  ifanyfliould 
fail  to  bring  his  Horfes  thither ,  all  the  Neigh- 
bourhood would  look  on  thofe  that  have^p 
portion  in  it ,   as  accurfed  Animals  5   upon 
whomfotne  unlucky  Accident  were  hangings 
which  is  fo  firmly  believed ,  that  none  would 
hire  a  Hor[e  or  a  Mulet ,  that  had  not  been  fo 
Iprinkled.     So   that  from  ihe  Popes  Horfes 
down  to  the  pooreft  man  in  Rome^    all  are 
brought  thither ;  but  this  is  not  all,  the  profi- 
table part  of  this  piece  of  Folly  is^  that  every 
one  brings  a  Prefent  i   the  richer  fort  fend 
Purfes  of  Money  ;  lome  give  great   Wax- 
JLights^  all  ftuck  full  of  Jefions  {^  piece  of 
20  pence )  the  poorer  bring  either  fmaller 
pieces  of  Money  ^  or  Prefents  of  Wine^  Ojly 
Bread  ^  orfuch  things  as  they  can  afford;  but 
in  a  Word,  no  man  comes  empty 3  fo  that 
this  is  the  Market-day  of  thole  Monks  ^   In 
which  for  iome  Gallons  of  Water  and  Salty 
they  get  more  Prefents  ,  than  would  ferve 
to  maintain  them  for  I'even^tf^rx:  they  quick-  • 
ly   convert   all    that  is    not  neceliary  for 
them  into  Money  :  and  by  this  means  they 
are  vaftly  rich.     When  I  faw   all  this  ,  I 
could  not  but  think  that  men  muft  become 
BrA  Beajis  themfelves,  before  things  of  this 
kind  could  pafsuipon them.:  but  fince  I  have 

added 


(Concerning  the  INQUISITION.     14! 

zMcdthism'xPoflfcriptj  rather  than givemy 
felf  the  trouble  to  make  it  come  in  perti^ 
nently  into  my  Letter  I  will  add  another  par^ 
ticular  that  is  Writ  me  from  Rome  thtCixthoi 
OBober  1687- 

I  am  told  5  that  men  are  now  more  puzied 
in  their  thoughts  withRelation  to  the  bufinefs 
of  Molinos  than  ever.     It  was  Vifible  that  his 
Abjuration  was  only  a. pretended  things  for 
in  efFe£t  he  has  abjured  nothing:  his  party  be- 
lieve, that  they  are  very  numerous,  not  only 
in  Rome y  Italy  ^  Spain y  and  France^    and  in 
all  thefe  parts  of  the  world  ,    but  that  they 
have  many  followers  even  in  ayimerica  it  felf  : 
one  iees  now  in  almoft  all  the  Churches  in 
Rome  fomepfthem^r47^*;j5^  in  corners  5  with 
their  Hands  and  Eyes  lifted  up  to  Heaven  5 
and  all  in  Tears ,  and  Sighs  ;   which  is  no 
fmall  trouble  to  thofe  who  thought  they  had 
quite  routed  them  :  but  find  they  are  not  fo 
much  quafht  as  it  was  thought  they  would 
have  been  by  the  mock  Triumph  that  was 
made  upon  Molinos.     Nor  do  they  believe  a 
word  of  thofe  Reports  that  are  fpread  of  his 
Leudnefs:  they  fay,  there  was  no  Proof  ever 
brought  ofity  and  thatthere  are  many /fe^?^- 
fands  in  Rome ,  of  both  fexes ,  that  converfed 
much  with  him ,  who  have  all  poflible  reafon 
to  conclude  5  that  all  thefe  ftories  that  were 
given  out  concerning  him  5  are  Impudent  Ca- 
lumnies, fet  about  only  to  blafl;  Him  and  his 
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DoUrlne :  and  the  truth  is  ,  this  feems  to  be 
much  confirmed  by  the  Bull  that  condemns 
his  Books  ^  and  his  Doflrine -y  in  which  no 
mention  is  made  of  his  i\\  Life  ^nd  Hypocrijy;^ 
which  had  been  very  probably  done  if  the 
matter  had  been  well  proved  :fince  this  would 
not  only  have  fatisfied  people,  with  relation 
to  him  5  but  would  have  very  much  confir- 
med the  Accu rations  ofthofe  horrid  Opinions 
that  are  laid  to  his  Charge,  Which  had  ap- 
peared with  much  more  Evidence ,  if  it  had 
been  found  that  hi^  Life  had  agreed  with 
thofe  Tenets  :  for  tho  it  had  not  been  a  jull 
Inference  to  conclude  him  guilty  of  thofe 
things,  becaufe  they  were  charged  on  him 
in  the  Stilly  yet  one  may  reckon  it  almoft  a 
fure  Inference^  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  them  ^ 
fmce  the  Bull  does  not  tax  him  tor  chetii. 


a 


A    THIRD 

LETTER, 

Concemiog  fome  of  the 

STATES 

IT  ALI^ 

And  o£  their  prcfent  Intercft  and 
Policy^. 


S  I  R 


Threw  into  my  former  Lemr^ 
all  thofe  general  RefleBions  on 
the  State  o£  Religion  ^  and  the 
Maxims  of  the  Romans  ^  con- 
cerning iti  that  I  could  gather 
together  during  my  Stay  at  Roms-, 
Now  I  quit  that  fubje<ft  ^  and  ihali  atprefent 
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entertain  you  with  fome  Political  Obferva- 
tions^  whichwill  befomuch  the  more  accep- 
table 5  becaufe  I  fancy  they  will  be  new  to 
you. 

But  before  I  go  fb  far  as  Italy  ^  I  will  give 
you  an  account  of  a  very  curious  Salt-worl^y 
that  I  faw  in  my  way  to  Italy  ^  at^  Sode  near 
Francfort.    It  belongs  XoMx.  Malapert  ^  and 
has  been  wrought  above  60  years  -y    but  the 
prefent  Mafter  of  it ,  as  he  is  a  man  of  great 
worth  ,    (6  he  i^  very  Ingenious  ,   and  has 
much  perfected  that ,  which  was  managed  at  a 
much  greater  Expence  before  he  undertook  it. 
There  rifes  at  the  foot  of  fome  little  Hills  ^ 
which  produce  a  very  good  Wine  ^   a  Spring 
of  Water ,  that  is  fo  very  little  brackifh  to  the 
taft,  that'one  will  Wdly  think  k  poffible  to 
fetch  much  Salt  out  cfit }  yet  it  has  fuchataft 
oiSalt^  that  there  was  room  for  Indullry  to 
prepare  this  Watery,  fo  that  without  fuch  an 
expence  in  Fire  as  ihould  eat  out  the  profit , 
it  might  turn  to  a  good  account  5  which  Mr. 
Malapert  feems  to  have  carried  ds  far  as  is 
poffible.    The  Meadou^  that  lies  in  the  levil 
with  this  Spring  ,  is  Impregnate  with  Salt^ 
Iron ,    Nitre ,  and  Sulphur :  but  Salt  is  that 
which  prevails :  firfi  then,  a  Pump  is  put  upon 
this  Spring ,  which  is  managed  by  a  Water- 
mil,  and  throws  up  the  Water  about  fifteen 
Foot  high  'y  and  then  it  goes  by  a  Pipe  into 
vaft  ^J^achines  ^th^t^xc  mzdc  to  receive  it. 
^     ^'"      ^  '    "  There 
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There  is  a  great  piece  of  ground  tndokdi 
in  which  there  are  24  vail  Chejfs  or  Qjierns  for 
the  Water,  in  tsRoftories^  12  in  a  ftory^the 
onejuil  over  the  other;  they  areabouty^'z/<?»^;' 
foot  long  5  t'welve  broad ,  and  two  deep  5  over 
every  one  of  thefe  9  there  is  a  roof  of  boards^ 
fupported  by  wooden  Pillars ,  of  i  a  foot  highj 
which  covers  them  from  Ram-v^^i^r ,  butyet 
the  water  within  them  is  in  a  full  expofition 
to  the  Sun  j  thofe  roofs  are  hung  with  ftraw  ^ 
uponwhichfome  that  manage  the  work,  are 
often  throwing  up  the  Water ,  fo  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  fhlegme  is  Imbibed  by  the  Straw , 
sind  the  more  fixed  parts  fall  do  wn :  according 
to  the  heat  ot  the  Seafon ,  this  Evaporation  of 
the  watry  parts,  goes  quicker  or  ilower  5  there 
IS d.  Gage ^  by  which  they  Weigh xho  Water, 
and   fo  they  know  how  the    Evaporation 
advances  >  it  is  of  Silver  5  and  is  fo  made ,  that 
according  to  the  weight  of  the  Water ,  it  finks 
in  it  to  fuch  a  depth;&:  fo  by  the  degrees  markt 
upon  it  5  they  know  how  heavy  the  Water  is  : 
according  then  to  the  heat  of  the  feafon,  and 
rheprogrefsoftheEvaporatioHj  they  let  the 
M^ater  out  of  one  Cifern^  into  another,  by  a 
Py?^,and  when  it  has  paft  thro  the  i  %  that  are  ia 
the  upper  itory,  then  it  is  conveyed  down  by 
jP/)?o  into  the  1 2  that  are  below  ,  and  in  them 
all  they  continue  ftillto  throw  up  the  water 
upon  the  Withs  of  Straw ,  that  are  over  head* 

In  a  word ,  this  EvaPoramndiCch^vges  the 
K      "  Water 
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i^^^^roffomuchof  its  PhUgm^  that  the  fame 
quantity  of  water,  that  weighed  one  ounce' 
when  it  was  drawn  from  the  Springs  weighs 
fix  ounces  in  this  laft  Cheil:  and  all  ihis  rolhng 
about  of  the  Water  from  Cheft  to  Cheft  lafts 
fometimes  not  above  twenty  day's  y   but  if 
thefeafonis  only  moderately  hot,  it  will  be 
longer  a  doing  ;  fometimes  it  will  notbedone^ 
in  a  month's  time :   after  that   the  Water    is 
brought  toaveryconfiderabledegreeof  Salt-^^ 
nefs ,  it  is  conveyed  into  two  grear  Cauldrons^ 
that  arc  1:5  foot  long^ien  broad ,&  g^deep^un- 
der  which  there  are  vaft  Furnaces ^  where  in  a^ 
moft  violentBV^ofi  ion  2  hours  continuance,, 
the^'^^^r  receives  its  laft  Evaporation3&  wheal 
that  \^  done,   the  Salt  which  is  become  thick,: 
but  is  Hill  moift,  is  taken  up  in  Baskets  of 
Willows,  and  placed  about  the  wall  of  the^ 
FHrnacf :  and  io  the  humidity  that  remains  ia| 
it  drops  out,and  it  is  brought  to  itslaildegreei 
cfperteftion :  out  of  it,  a  T/r/?  is  payed  >  om 
"which  the  EleSor  of  Ments  has  one  half,  andf 
ih.tCitjo{Trancfonx\\t  other.     This5<^/^  i$:, 
exceeding  good  and  pleafant  to  the  taft.   1^ 
is  much  folider  and  more  like  the  Portugal^ 
JSalt  ^   than  like  our  New c aft le  fait.     It  ier*' 
vethvcry  well  all    the  ules  of  the  Kitchin, 
and  Ta^le  :  but  it  has  not  ftrength  enough  to 
preferve  things  long.   There  are  vaft  quanti- 
ties made  of  it  in  hot  and  dry  Summers:  fo|^^ 
tkcChefts  are  aiwayskepc  full  ;  and  thus  all' 

Franm 
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FranconU  is  furniihed  with  Salt  of  its  own 
Produ£tion  atvery  moderate  rates  ^  for  there 
is  fo  great  a  leflening  of  the  Expencc  of  the 
fire  by  this  conveyance  of  the  water  thro  fo 
many  Chefts,  that  it  is  afforded  very  cheap. 
This  I  thought  deferved  well  that  I  fhould 
Interrupt  the  earneftnefsinwhichyoube,  to 
hear  what  I  have  to  tell  you  concerning  Italy , 
fothat  I  hope  you  willnotbeillpleafed  with 
it,  efpecially  if  your  curiofity  after  the  Hifto- 
ry  of  nature  ia  as  great  as  it  was. 

I  now  go  over  in  one  ftep  all  the  Journey 
that  I  made  from  hence  to  Italy ,  which  is  cer- 
tainly the  highejHcMM'Xttdi  Country  in  Enrofei 
for  as  the  Rhine 'Mid  Danube^  that  rife  in  the 
Alpes ,  and  run  down  to  the  Ocean  and  the 
Euxine^  ihewes  you  that  all  that  tra£t  of 
ground  to  thofe  Seas  is  a  conftant  defcent  5 
io  when  one  comes  to  the  jilpes^  either  on  the 
French  or  on  the  German  fide  5  he  is  a  great 
many  days  in  climbing  up  thole  vaft  moun- 
tains  y  but  the  defcent  on  the  Italian  fide  is 
very  Inconfiderable.  This  appears  yecmore 
fenfible  when  one  comes  from  Turin  ^  where 
the  afcent  up  Mount  Senicei%hMi  a  work  of 
a  few  hours :  and  yet  from  the  height  of  that 
hilly  one  is  in  a  conftant  defcent  till  he  comes 
to  Lions,  I  willnotcarry  you  about  Z/^^//,  to 
tell  you  the  remarkable  things  that  are  therei 
but  will  only  tell  you  fom^e  particulars  that 
made  the  greaieft  Igipreffion  on  my  felf ,  and 
K.  z  which 
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which  were  not  feen  by  Dr.  Burnet. 
In  my  way  from  Parma  to  Mantua^l  paft  at 
Cmftde.v^hich  is  halfway  between  them,  iS 
jniles  diftant  from  both ;  where  I  faw  a  fcene 
that  furprifed  me.  This  Town  is  fituated  on 
the  fouthfide  of  the  jP(?,  at  halfa  miles  diftance 
from  it :  It  was  a  confiderable  branch  of  the 
^Territory  Gf^^;^^^^,that  was  given  oft  to  one 
of  the  Cadets  of  that  Familf ,  and  was  fetled  in 
anintailtothe  J/(f^>  male.  The  beft  part  of 
the  Revenue  of  this  fmall  TrincipaUty  ^  was;i 
Duty  that  was  payed  for  ail  merchandises  that 
went  or  came  upon  the  fo ,  which  when  the 
Trade  oiltaly  was  in  a  more  flourishing  condi-> 
tion  than  it  is  at  prefent ,  was  farmed  for  above 
Threefcore  thoufand  Crowns.  The  fituation 
dfthis/?/^^^  Uiakesityetmuch  more  confide- 
rable than  it  is  in  it  feif ;  for  as  it  lies  in  the;t' 
neighbourhood  of  the  Principalities  of  P^r;^^ 
and  Modena  5  and  is  not  far  from- the  Popes 
Territory,  fo  it  this  place  is  Maftcr  of  the  P^, 
by  croifing  it,  the  detachments  that  may  be 
fcnt  out  from  it  are  not  only  in  the  Territory 
oF  Mantua^  biitthey  may  bealfoin  a  very  few 
hours  both  in  the  Milane/e  and  in  the  Fene- 
tian  Dominions  fo  that  Guafiale  in  fome  refped: 
maj^  beefteemed  the  Center  of  all  the  States  ot 
Lomhardy.  The  Duke  of  Mantua  mar rkd 
the  Daughter  of  theialt  Duke  of  GuaflaU  y 
who  died  in  the  year  1680.  and  his  Nephew 
Don  Fejpajian9  Gonz^aga^  who  was  then  in 
^^  '  ^^^.'      .  ^ "  the 
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the  Spanish  fervice,  was  acknowledged  tobe 
his  undoubted  Heir:  fohe  came  fie  took  peace- 
able poffeflion  of  his  Dmcbj  :  He  was  ex- 
treainly  much  beloved  by  his  Subje^s  ^  and 
thoughx  himlelfac  quiet  in  the  enjoyment  of 
bis  new  Dignity:  but  all  this  was  foon  over- 
turned 3  for  one  came  to  him  from  the  C<?^r^ 
of  France  ,  to  let  him  know ,  that  that  Great 
King  could  not  be  wanting  to  his  ^Ih  the 
Duke  of  Mantua  ,  to  whom  Guaflale  be- 
longed of  right  5  his  Dutchef  being  the 
Daughter  and  Heir  of  the  late  Duh^  and  that 
therefore  fmce  he  had  ufurped  the  juft  right 
o?2inoihtr^xht French  King  \varned  him,  that 
if  he  did  not  withdraw  of  his  own  accord,  he 
would  give  order  to  put  the  D.  of  Mantua  in 
pofTeilion.  It  was  to  no  purpofe  to  argue 
ggainft:  all  this,  and  to  lliew  the  MefTenger 
that  ^uaftale  was  a  T^^e  intailed  on  the  Heir 
male  J  of  which  there  had  never  been  the  leaft 
difpute:  But  reafons  taken  from  the  equity 
of  the  thing  ,  are  feldom  thought  ftrong 
enough  to  hold  the  ballance  againft  reafons 
of  State  .*  fo  the  poor  Prince  being  in  no  con^ 
dition  torefift  fo  powerful  an  Euemy,  was 
forced  to  abandon  his  Right,  and  to  with^ 
draw  3  and  he  was  again  entertained  by  the 
Spaniards,  For  tho  there  was  a  fort  of  a/^r^ 
nfication  call  about  Guafiale  jo  or  60  year 
ago,  yet  as  that  was  at  beft  an  Inconfidera- 
ble  defence ,  fo  even  that  was  now  quite  rui- 
K  5  ned* 
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ned.  Upon  his  retiring  there  came  adctache- 
ment  of^oo  Men  from  C^/^/^5  who  tookpof- 
{eiTionofGuaJtalej  and  continue  there  to  this 
day:  but  this  had  been  no  great  matter,  if  it 
had  not  gone  further  :  fome  years  pafled 
after  the  new  D^k^  was  driven  away  before 
the  true  defign  of  this  matter  appeared.  The 
world  was  firfl:  to  be  laid  to  fleep.  -The  Ton/n 
it  felfiscompofedofaboutfixor  feven  thou- 
{znd Inhabitants',  andfothefmall  Garrifon  in 
it  feemed  of  no  great  Confequence ,  and  was 
rather  an  Advantage  than  a  prejudice  to  the 
Town'ythcy  were  kept  in  very  good  order,  and 
they  payed  pun6lually  for  every  thing  thac 
they  called  for:only  they  brought  the  place  in- 
to the  Method  of  a  Garrifon;  for  all  muft  come 
in  and  go  outof  theT(?w';^  only  at  one  Gate.  . 

But  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  i68(J.  the 
myftery  of  this  matter  begun  to  appear  :  for 
Mr.  du  Pleffis  5   a  French  Engineer  ,    came 
thither,  under  the  pretence  of  repairing  the 
©Id  Fortifications janddeGgned  a  Noble  and  a 
Regular  Fortijication :  It  iis  to  be  a  Hexagone , 
with  all  neceflary  Out-works5  and  there  isa^ 
great  Splanade  ih^it  is  to  be  made  round  the 
place  5  and  all  the  houfes  or  trees  that  are  with-- 
in  a  confiderable  diftance  are    to   be   beat ' 
down.  In  a  word,  the  defign  is  great,  and  will 
be  executed  in  all  the  exaftnefs  of  the  modern  . 
Fortification  5   fo  that  the  ac3 vintage  of  the  , 
ftmtion^  will  make  it  the  mofl  Important! 
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place  oi Italy  ^  and  that  which  will  bridle  all 
Lombardj^  and  be  able  to  pur  it  all  under  Con- 
triburiou  upon  every  occafion.   The  Works 
were  begun  in  April  1686.  and  ever fince  they 
have  kepi   o    men  coniiantly  at  work  5  upon 
the  pa)  ot'd  j^^lto  zday  :  another  year  will  go 
near  tofinifliir.     And  yet  thohere  tbe  jufteil 
ground  poffible,  is  given  to  alarm  all  Italy ^ 
nonefeemsto  be  fo  much  as  concerned  at  it. 
Th^  Venetians^  that  have  at  all  other  times  , 
valued  themfelves  upon  their  profpeft  of  Dan- 
ger, evenatthegreateil  diftance,  either  do 
not  fee  this  ,  or  dare  not  own  their  fear.     It 
is  true,  all  this  is  carried  on  in  the  name  of 
ihcD.oi Mantua:  but  it  is  as  certain,  th.nt 
tho  it  lies  fo  near  him,  he  has  never  been  ac 
the  pains  togoandfee  it:  It  has  never  been 
fomuch  as  onceconfideredby  his  Council ;nor 
is  his  'S^venue  in  fuch  a  condition  as  to  bear 
fuch  an  encreafe  of  Expence :  and  yet  it  pafles 
among  the  people  t|iere,that  this  is  a  great 
ftrength,  that  is  to  be  made  to  keep  the  French 
out  oihaly  5  and  fome  Priefis  that  are  corrup- 
ted to  ferve  the  French  Interefis  promote  this 
Fiftion.    \iih(zVenetians  look  on  till  this  is  fi^ 
nifhedj  they  will  do  very  well  to  aflure  them- 
felves of  their  new  Conquefts  rn  the  Moreay 
for  their  Antient  ones  in  the  Terra  Jirma  ot 
Italy  will  probably  fail  them  very  quickly. 

All  thofeot  ihcTerritory^  who  know  well 
that  iheir  Princes  name  is  only  made  ufcof, 
K  4  f^f 
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for  the  fortifying  this  place  ,   look  on  wkh 
greatregret,  while  they  fee  a  Work  advan- 
cing fofaft ,  that  is  to  be  a  Citadelu^on  all  their 
Countrey :  of  which  an  Ancient  Perfon  oiQua^ 
lity^  that  is  there  fpoke  to  me  with fo  much 
feelingjthat  he  could  hardly  forbear  weeping^ 
when  he  Ihe wed  me  that  Yoke  of  Slavery  un- 
der which  they  were  falling.  I  fav/,  dmnng 
my  flay  in  ^/!^^^«4,  how  much  all  thefenfible 
people  there^  are  concerned  to  fee  their  Prince 
deliver  himfeifup  fo  blindly  to  the  French  In* 
terefis :  they  told  me ,  that  fince  his  childhood 
lie  has  been  fobefet  with  the  Inflruments  and 
Ji gents  of  that  Court  ^  that  his  Inclinations  for 
them  are  become  as  another  nature  in  him :  he 
was  not  out  of  Childhood ,  when  almoft  ail 
his  JDomejlickjj  and  his  maflersj  both  for  Lan- 
guages  and  Armes ,  were  furnifhed  him  from 
thence.    His  putting  Cajfale  in  the  hands  of 
iSx^iX,  Monarchy  was  one  good  Evidence  5  and 
now  the  buGnefs  of  Guajiale  is  another  5   to 
ihew  that  they  have  gained  fuch  an  Afcendant 
over  his  Spirit,   and  have  Infinuated  them- 
ielves  fo  much  into  him ,  in  all  thofe  fatal 
hours  of  Libm'cy  which  he  allows  himfelf,that 
it  is  not  thought  he  will  Hick  at  any  thing  that 
they  demand  of  him  5  unlefsit  be  at  his  own 
going  into  France  5    to  which  he  has  been 
touch  folicited;  but  it  is  not  fo  much  as  doubt- 
ed, that  if  he  goes  once  into  that  Countrey  y 
|e\yillnever  come  out  of  it  again.    Soheis 
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not  like  to  be  wrought  on  fo  far  5  and  if  it 
were  not  for  feme  liich  apprebeniion  ,  it  Is 
like  enough  that  he  might  undertake  the 
Journey  5  for  hedoes  not  love  ftaying  in  hi^ 
jprinctpahty  fo  well  ^  but  takes  pleal are  to 
ramble  about  5  and  hedevefls  him felf  often 
of  the  Ceremonies  of  his  Greamefi^  th^t  (6  he 
may  take  a  freer  career  in  tho{c  Exerci^ 
fesj  that  he  loves  better  than  his  jijfairs: 
and  a  Prince,  whofe  Revenue  is  none  of  the 
greateft^and  whofe  expence  isoftenlrregular^ 
who  has  an  a<£kive£;/z/^j  always  near  him, 
and  who  is  ever  ready  to  furnifh  him  with 
Money ,  fdls  naturally  into  a  gi^eat  dependence 
xon  th^t Court.  . 

Of  this  a  very  Extraordinary  Inftance  ap- 
peared not  long  ago  ,  in  the  Dilgrace  of  the 
Marquiffesof  ^^^w^jIT^  and  PalUotti:  the  firft 
of  thefe  is  his  Kinfman  ,  and  has  ferved  him 
i  now  for  many  j^^ears ,  with  as  much  Fide- 
'lity  as  AfFe6|:ion ;  the  fecond  was  Captain  of 
his  Guards  ^  and  ^^z/^r;/^«?^  of  the  Caftle  of 
.Mantua  which  commands  the  Tiz^;/.   Thefe 
ithen  had  the  Courage  as  well  as  the  Fidelity 5 
ito  lay  before  him  the  Ruin  that  hewaslifde 
?to  bring  upon  himfelf  as  wellas  upon  all //^^//^ 
by  delivering  himfdf  up  fo  intirely  to  the 
French  Councils  ,   and  by  putting  them  firft 
in  pofleflion  of  Gmfiale  ,  and  now  fuffering 
then  to  Fortify  it  ,    which  was  in  efFeft  the 
delivering  up  of  his  Principality  j  and  of  all 
|C  5  his 
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his  P^^//^ to  them;  who  looked  upon them^ 
felves  as  brought  already  under  a  Fomign 
Yoke  :  they  alfo  rcprefented  to  him  the  dan- 
ger of  having  almoft  no  other  DomefiickshMt 
Frenchmen  about  him  ,  who  were  all  as  fo 
many  S^ies  upon  him ,  and  upon  all  that  were 
near  him,  and  that  were  very  exa6t  in  giving 
the  French  Envoy  Mr.  Baumheau  an  account 
ot  every  thing  that  he  either  laid  or  did.  Thefe 
Demonllrancesmadefbme  Impreflionson  the 
Duke ,  and  he  promifed  to  them  to  find  out 
an  efFecluall  Remedy  to  all  thofc  Evils: 
But  this  was  not  a  fecrct  very  long ;  Money 
and  Spies  find  out  every  things  and  it  is  poflible 
that  they  who  gave  the  Duke  thefe  faithful! 
Advices  might  have  been  engaged  to  it,  either 
by  feme  Inftruments  of  the  CouK  of  Spain  ^ 
or  of  the  Republick  of  Venice:  yet  the  truth 
of  this  is  not  known,  but  the  French  Envoy 
madeaihift  to  charge  them  fo  heavily,  that 
he  got  them  both  to  be  made  clofe  Prtfonersy 
in  this  condition  they  were  when  I  was  at 
Mantua ,  and  no  body  durft  fo  much  as  men- 
tion their  Names  ,  much  lefs  Interpofe  for 
them. 

All  the  Princes  of  Italy ,  are  as  Ahfoluie 
in  their  own  Dominions  ,  and  as  much  de- 
livered from  all  the  bonds  of  L^w  5  as  fome 
greater  Kin^s  are,  fo  \h€\x  fubjeHs  are  at  their 
Mercy,  both  for  their  hives  ^Liberties  ,  and 
Efiatesi  and  this  is  that  from  which  one  may^ 
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take  a  fure  meafurc  of  the  weaknefs  of /ir^/;'. 
Subje^s  that  retain  ftill  all  the  due  liberties  of 
humane  nature ,  and  that  are  not  under  an 
Arhitrary  but  a  Legall  Government ;  fight  for 
themfelves,  as  well  as  for  their  Prince:^  but  if 
they  are  already  as  miferable  as  they  can  be, 
fo  that  a  change  may  perhaps  put  them  in  a 
better  condition,  but  can  hardly  put  them  ia 
aworfe,  they  will  not  much  concern  them- 
fel ves  in  their  Trinces  Quarrel ,  fioce  they  only 
fight  for  the  continuance  ^  if  not  for  the  en-^ 
creafe  of  their  Slavery. 

But  now  to  return  to  the  Duke  ofMantuay 
the  French  Envoy  has  fince  that  time  lluck 
clofer  to  him  than  ever  ;  he  indeed  waits 
always  on  him,  fometimes  afling  like  an  Officer 
of  his  Houfliold,  and  at  other  times  like  the 
Governour  of  his  Perfon:  he  made  the  tour  of 
Italy  with  him  this  ^^f-^r ,  and  waited  on  him 
to  Millan^  (jienoa^  Florence ^  Rome  ^  Nafles 
and  Venice  ^  where  they  pafled  the  Carnavall 
together:  and  he  took  a  moft  particular  care 
that  the  Dnke  fhould  meet  with  none  in  all 
thofe  places ,  that  might  open  his  eyes,  to 
let  hirn  fee  the  Ruin  that  he  is  bringing  upon 
himfelf^  yet  after  all ,  one  of  his  Secretaries^ 
had  ftill  the  Integrity  and  Courage  to  give 
him  fuch  faithful  Gouncels ,  as  had  been  tatal 
to  others:  yet  the  £>»%ufed  him  betterthao 
hehaddone  the  two  Marquijfes  :  for  tho  the 
French  5|?w  difcovered  him  likewifc,   yer^ 
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nothing  could  be  done  to   hurt  him  in  th' 
D^i^j  good  opinion,  therefore  it  was  refolvei 
to  take  another  method  to  tear  fo  dangeroq 
a  man  from  him  ^  fo  he  being  lent  to  negotiatt 
fomebofinefs  at  the  Court  oi  Turin^  was  ofter 
invited  to  go  a  Hunting,  which  he  refiftedfoj, 
a  great  while  ^   tho  the  French  Ambaffkdom] 
prefled  him  much  to  it  ;  at  laft  he  was  over- 
come, but  his  fport  was  fatal  to  him^  for  h§ 
was  feifed  on  ,    and  carried  by  a  fipall  Part) 
fent  from  Pignarol  as  is  believed.     In  fliprt, 
he  is  in  the  hands  of  the  French^  and  it  is  faid, 
in  Italy,  that  he  is  clapt  up  in  St.  Margarite  one 
of  the  little  I/lands  in  the  Mediterranean  fea. 
This  matter  was  at  firft  highly  refented  by 
the  Duke  jbuta  little  time  will  fhew  whether; 
the  careffes  of  the  Court  of  France  can  fofteU' 
him  in  this  matter  or  not>  for  if  they  can  lay 
him  afleep  after  fuch  an  Attempt ,   then  all 
perfons  will  conclude  that  he  is  fo  much  in 
their  power ,   that  none  will  dare  to   run 
the  hazard  of  undeceiving  him  any  more. 

Thofe  m  the  Moumferrat  {ccl  whataNeigh- 
bour  Cajfalis  to  them  i  that  Imperious  way 
of  proceeding  ,  without  having  any  great  re- 
gard to  Juftice  5  or  to  Contracts  and  Aggree* 
ments ,  that  is  praftifed  in  France^  begins  to 
be  felt  here  likewife:  of  which  many  fmaller 
.  Inftances  were  given  me,  but  I  will  tell  you 
two  that  were  more  remarkable ;  when  the 
Carrifon  was  firllfetled  in  Cajfal^  thofe  of  the 
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Mount f err  at  held  the  price  of  their  Corn  fo  high  ^ 
hat  it  was  hard  tofurniih  the  Qarrifon  with 
Bread:  fo  fome of P^Viw^;7r undertook  tofup- 
)Iy  them  tor  two  years  at  1 1  Livers  the  R^* 
ion  ,  and  the  bargain  being  made  5  they 
30Ught  in  great  ftores ,  and  fo  they  quickly 
filled  their  Granaries:  upon  thisfome  in  the 
Mountferrat  came  and  offered  to  (erve  the 
Garrifonat  i^Liversihc  Ration^  upon  which 
the  other  bargain  tho  made  as  fure  as  any  fuch 
contract  can  poffibly  be  made  ,  was  broke, 
md  the  undertakers  were  ruined  byic.  The 
other  ftory  was,  that  in  order  to  the  building 
the  Fortifications^  fome  Mafons  made  a  bargain 
at  ^z  Livers  fuch  ameafure,  fo  they  brought 
togethera  great  number  of  Workmen  ,  and 
were  at  work;  when  others  came  and  ofFer'd 
to  perform  the  work  at  z8  Livers  5  for  which 
the  others  had  3%  Livers^  only  they  deman- 
ded a  confiderable  advance  5  fo  the  firft  Bar- 
gain was  prefently  broken,  to  the  great  lofs  of 
the  Undertakers :  but  the  adUndeitakersjthat 
had  Money  advanced  them  ,  found  they  had 
made  a  Bargain  that  was  too  hard  for  them  to 
execute  5  fo  they  ran  away  with  the  Money , 
to  the  great  joy  of  the  Countrey.  He  that 
told  me  thisjfaid,  that  perhaps  it  furprifedthe 
Italians  y  who  were  not  yet  acquainted  with 
fuch  thirigsj  but  nothing  of  that  kind  would 
feem  extraordinary  in  France^  which  was  fo 
Bjuch  accuftomed  to  fuch  a  way  of  proceeding 
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tfiat  he  gave  me  a  particular  account  of  fo 
many,  that  he  had  reafon  to  know  well,  as 
would  fill  a  Book  :  but  that  which  touched 
liim  moflTenilblyjWas  the  Fonds  that  was  made 
for  an  Safi-Indm  Company^  to  which  the  King 
ga^x  in  three  Millions  5    with  this  pofitive 
Aflurance,  that  all  the  Lofles  and  Dammage 
of  the  Company  ihould  fall  on  that  Stocky  This 
was  a  great  encouragment  to  draw  in  men,  to 
put  Money  into  the  itock^  and  the  Court  fee  on 
the  Project  with  fo  much  Zeal  5  that  Letters 
were  writ  to  all  the  great  Bodies  and  Towns 
of  France^  that    were   coniidered  rather  as 
Commands  than  Dcfires  :  yet  after  all  were 
engaged,  upon  the  firft   occafion  the  Kings 
three  Millions  were  taken  out  ot  the  ftock^ 
and  the  jxft  were  left  to  ihift  for  themfeives. 
But  I  muft  here  give  you  an  account  of  a 
very  Extraordinary  Tranfdiftion  in  the  Court 
o£  Turin  ,  which  is  likewife  thought  an  effect 
of  the  Authority  that  the  Councils  of  France 
have  likewife  there.  The  Marquis  dePianefe 
the  fon  of  him  that  fet  on  the  Aiajfacre  of  the 
Frotefiants  in  the  Valleys  of  Pi^^^<?;^^  3^  years 
ago^  was  in  great  favour  with  the  late  Duke 
of  Savoy ^  but  the  war  of  Genoa  mifcarried Id 
in  his  hands  in  the  year  1672  that  the  Duk 
could  never  forgive  him  that  matter; of  which  1 
the  Refeotments   were  fo  quick   when  he 
died  5  that  he  left  a  charge  on  Madame  Roya/ey 
uever   t@  forgive  him  ,    nor    to  Imploy 
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him  :   he  upon    his   Difgrace   recired    into 
France  and  vvasfo  well  entertained  there,  that 
be  had  Intereft  enough  to  procurea  Recom- 
mendation from  ihcKingiothQ  Dutchefs  of 
Savoy  in  his  favour;  but  her  Excufe  was  fo  rea- 
fonabb  ,  being  founded  on  the  Orders   {he 
had  received  from  the  Duke  on  his  Death  bed, 
that  there  was  no  reply  to  be  made  to  it :  yet 
atterwards  a  Nephew  of  his ,  the  Count  Majfiriy 
was  fo  happy  in  the  Dutchejfes  favour  5  that  he 
found  he  only  wanted  a  Head  as  able  as  his 
Vriclessfjzs  tofupport  him  in  that  credit,  which 
her  favour  gave  him :  and  he  was  fo  much  in 
the  good  graces  of  jW^^.  ^p/^/^,thatheatlaft 
prevailed  with  hertobringhis  Vncle'mzo  the 
chid  MtntflYy'^  he  being  certainly  one  of  the 
ableilmen  that  belongs  to  that  Court:,  and  the 
pretence  found  to  bring  this  about  decently, 
was,  that  the  DutcheJJ'e  did  lecretly  Intimate 
to  the  Court  oi  France^  that  fhe  found  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  Imploy  theMarq.   de  Pianejfe^^nd 
therfore  {hedelired  that  the  King  would  renew 
his  recommendation    of  him  ,  which  being 
done  5  he  was  received  into  the  Mtnifiry  ^2iX\d 
had  the  chiet  ftroke  in  all  Affairs:  he  placed  . 
another  of  bis  Nephews  about  the  D^ke  ^'mdi 
fupporied  him  fo  ihat  he  got  very  far  into  his 
favour,  fo  Mr.  de   Pianejje   obferving  great 
J}'\{oxdcxs\nihc  Government  J  and  a  great  and 
ufelefs  Conium  prion  of  the  %evenue^  he  In- 
truded his  2^^/i?^^  that  was  about  the  i)^% 
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fo  well ,  that  he  entertained  the  young  Duk^ 
often  upon  thefe  heads,  who  was  not  thea 
15  yeavo/d:  heiliewed  him  how  his  C^«;^r/^j 
was  ruined   by  his  Mothers  ill  conduct  ,  and 
was  al\^ays  fuggefting  to  him  the  Neceffity 
ofhis  alTuming  the  Govornment ,  and  putting 
an  end  to  his  Mothers  Regency,  which  is  a 
difcourie  to  which  all  Perfons  of  that  Age 
have  fuch  a  natural  IncHnation  ,  that  it  was 
no  wonder  if  both  XJncie  and  JSte^hew  came 
to  believe  that  the  Dnke  hearkned  to  the  Pro- 
poiition:  but  the  D^^?  thought  it  too  hardy 
a  thing  to  venture  011  ic,  without  confulting 
it  with  fome  wifer  heads  ;    upon  which  Mr, 
dePianeJJes  Nephem  told  him  y  that  he  would 
bring  his  Vnck  10  \{\m^  who  would  condud: 
the  matter  for  him  5  for  thohe  had  great  obli- 
gations to  Madam  Royale  ^  yet  his  Fidelity 
CO  his  Prince  J  and  his  Affection  to  his  Countrey 
overcame  them  all.     This  was  a  great  fur- 
prife  to  the  T)uke  5  who  looked  on  Mr.    de 
Pianejfe  as  the  perfoii  in  the  World ,   that 
was  the  moll  obliged  to  his  Mother ,  and 
that  was  themofl  In  her  Interep:  and  it  was 
believed  that  the  prejudice  which  this  gave 
him  5  blalled  this^vhoie  defign;  yet  he  gave 
him    feverai  Audiences  in  fecret^.  and   had 
concerted  with  him  tie  whole  method,  both 
of  afluming  and  managing  the  ^overnmenti 
which  was  carried  on  ibfecretly^  that  there 
was  no  fufpitioa  of  the  matter  ^  till  the  day 
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before  it  was  10  break  oiit  5  and  that  the  D^ks 
was  to  withdraw  himlelf  from  his  ^JMother: 
but  then  it  was  difcovered  5  and  the  Duke  to 
reconcile  himfelf  to  his  Aiother  ,  facrificed 
the  Marcj^  de  Pianejfe  to  her  refentnients : 
he  was  not  only  Difgraced,  and  put  in  Pri- 
fon,  but  his  procefle  was  made  before  the 
Court  of  Parliament  o[  Chamberjj  for  ha- 
ving endeavoured  to  throw  the  Government: 
IncoaConfufion,  by  fo wing  oi  Divifion  be- 
tween the  Duke  and  his  Mother  lyci  he  defen- 
ded himlelf  fo  well  that  he  was  acquitted,  but 
he  cohtitiues  ftill  a  Prifoner:  upon  bis  Dif* 
grace,  there  was  none  that  duriloppofe  him- 
lelf to  Mad.  Roy  ale  yor  offer  any  advices  to  the 
DhI^  5  fo  that  the  Court  o^Turin  was  as  abfo- 
luteiy  governed  by  the  Direftions  that  were 
fent  from  the  Conrto^  France  ,  as  \i  the  one 
had  been  the  Fajfaly  if  not  the  iS^^yVS  to  the 
other. 

I  will  not  profecute  this  difcourfc  to  tell 
you  that  which  all  £^?"e?j?^  knows,  of  the  de- 
signed Match  with  the  Infanta  of  Portugal^j 
which  Savoy  and  Piedmont  would  have  un- 
doubtcly  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 
The  breaking  of  this  5  and  the  Duhes  being 
Poyfoned ,  as  well  as  his  Fathered  been ,  tho 
his  youth  carried  him  thro  it,  are  things  too 
well  known  5  for  you  to  be  Ignorant  of  i  hem. 
ft  is  true  ,  thofc  who  Poyfoned  the  prefent 
^nkfy  have  not  been  yet  Pifcovered  and  pu- 
L  niihed^> 
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nished^  as  thofe  were  who  poyioncd  his  F^^* 
ther.  While  I  was  at  T^rin  ,  there  v/as  a 
difcourfe,  that  the  Df^k^e  was  refle6ting  on 
the  Wife  Advices  that  Mr.  de  Tianeffe  had 
given  him ,  and  that  he  Intended  not  only  tc 
bring  him  out  ofprifon^  but  to  receive  him: 
again  into  the  Mmiftry^  which  is  confirmed^ 
to  me  fince  I  left  thofe  parts.  There  is  no- 
thing more  Vifible,  than  that  the  Dukes  ol 
Savoy  have  funk  extreamly  in  this  ^ge  [ 
from  the  figure  which  they  made  in  xhtU^i, 
and  how  much  foever  they  may  have  raifed| 
their  Titular  Dignity  ^  in  having  the  Title 
of  %oyal  Higknefs  given  them  ^  they  have  lofl; 
as  much  in  the  Figure  ^  that  they  made  in  the 
affairs  of -E/^r^jt?^:  and  it  is  now  almofl  too 
late  to  think  ot^  a  Remedy:  for  Pignerol^nd 
Cajfal  are  two  very  Inconvenient  «^/^/?^<7«rjr,; 
The  truth  is,  the  Vanity  of  this  T/>/^  ,  and  the. 
expenceful  humour  that  their  late  typtarria^ 
ges  with  France  has  ipread  among  them ,  have  \ 
undone  them,  for  inftead  of  keeping  goodi 
Troops  and  ftrong  places  ,  all  the  Revennfi 
goes  to  the  keeping  up  of  the  Magnifi- 
cence of  the  Court  y  which  is  indeed  very 
Iplendid. 

I  Will  not  ingage  in  a  Relation  of  thislalii 
Affair  of  the  Valleys  o^ Piedmont ,  for  I  could 
not  find  particulars  enough,  to  give  you  that ! 
fo  diftindly  as  you  may  perhaps  defire  it.  It 
was  all  over  3  long  before  I  came  to  Turin  f 

hnt\ 
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[t  thisi  found,  that  all  the  Court there^  were 
lamed  of  the  matter  :  aud  they  took  pains 
•onjhrangers,  not  without  fomeafFe<5tatioo, 
convince  therii  that  the  Duk^  was  very  hard« 
drawn  to  it ;  that  he  was  long  prcfled  to  it,  by 
3  repeated  Inftances  from  the  Coun  o£ 
ancey  tha.thc  cxcufedit,  rcpre*fenting  to 

Gmn  of  France  the  conftant  Fidelity  of 
)ie  people  ever  fince  the  laft  EdiB  of  Faci- 
mon^  and  their  great  Induflryj  fo  that 
y  were  the  profitableft  Subjeds.that  the 
k£  had,  and  that  the  body  of  men  which 
y  had  given  his  Father  in  the  lail  War  witfi 
ha,  had  done  great  Service  ;  for  it  faved 
whole  Army:  but  all  thefe  E:^cufes  were 
hout  effect  j  for  the  Courf  of  Franceh3.ving 
ken  its  own  Faith,  that  had  been  mvcu  to 
'eticly^  i  and  in  that  fhewed,  how  true  a 
e6t  it  pays  to  the  ComcilQi  Confiance^  had 
ind  to  engage  other  Princes  to  follow  thi^ 
'  Pattern  of  Fidelity  that  it  fet  thb  worldr 
^^  Duke  was  not  onlyprefied  to  extirpate 

Hereticks  oi  thoie  Valejs  i  but  this 
eatoing  was  added  5  that  ii  he  would  not 
:,  the  King  would  fend  his  own  Troops  to 
'pate  TIerefy  *  for  he  would  not  only  not 
rit  in  his  own  Kingdom  ^  but  would  even 
2  it  out  o(  his  Neighhurh&od^  ,  He  who 
me  all  this,  kno  wing,  of  what  Co.untrey  I 

added  5  that  perhaps  he  wduld  within  a 
;  while  fend  the  like  MeiTages  to  fomeo- 
'of  hisNeighboars.  "        .h%        Muk 
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But  to  return  to  the  expence  that  is  mj 
in  the  Court  of  Turin ,  I  cannot  forget  a 
courfe  that  I  had  on  this  fubje6t  with  ^(j^^rm 
that  was  a  man  of  very  good  fenfe :  he  told  1 
th^t nothing  ruined  the  Empire  fo  much,' 
the  great  Magnificence  which  all  the  T^rir 
aifedtedto  keep  up  in  their  Courts -y  and 
Luxury  in  which  they  begun  to  live,  wh^ 
had  much  corrupted  the  Antient  Simplii 
and  Gallantry  of  that   great  and  War 
Nation.  Not  only  the  Nobility  5  buttheir  \ 
Princes  travel  into  France ;  and  are  fo  m 
taken  with  the  Splendor  &  Luxury  that  1 
fee  there ,  that  they  return  home  quite  fpc 
with  the  ill  Impreffions  that  this  make; 
them.    They  carry  home  with  them  Fre, 
Cookjy  and  all  the  contrivances  qf  Plea 
that  are  fo  much  ftudied  there  ,  for  the  V; 
ting  the  minds  of  their  Qountreyn^en :  and 
vaft  Expence ,    rhey  not  only  exhauft  t 
jRevenue ,  and  ruin  their  Suhje^s  ,  but  \ 
become  fo  liable  to  corruption ,  that  if ' 
Income  at  home  cannot  fupport  their  cb 
both  their  Princes  and  their  Minifiers  ar 
duced  5  as  it  were  to  the  neceflity  of  ta  nj 
Penfions^fi'om  thofe  whofe Inftruments  ^ 
fet  on  this  Luxury ,  and  whofe  Penfion* 
Hill  fupport  it,   till  the  Germans  are    S 
ciently  enervated   by  the   Feeblenefs   it^ 
which  all 'that  Luxury  muft  needs  tl  >^ 
them  5  and  then  they  will  delpife  and  tra 
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ipon  them ,  as  much  as  they  do  now  Court 
hem.  He  who  told  rne  all  this,  added, that 
he  little  Princes  of  the  Empire^  affefted  now 
s  much  Splendor  in  their  Courts  as  the  Ele^ 
hrs  did  inthelaft  ^£^j  and  that  the  Ele^ars 
ived     now  in   as   much   Magnificence  as 
y owned  Heads  did  formerly.  But  he  carried 
lis  Obfervation  further ,  and  having  ftaied 
Dme  confiderable  time  both  in  Swuz,erland 
nd  Holland ,  he  added ,  that  Luxury  and  Ex- 
ence  were  wicked  things  ^ven  in  Monar-^ 
hys  5  but  they  were  fatal  and  deftructi  ve  when 
^ey  got  into   Common-wealths  ^y  of  which 
le  Hiftoryof  Lacedemon^Athe^SjZnd above 
[1  of  %ome^  give  proofs  that  are  beyond 
xception  5  for  there  is  a  Humility^  a  Sobriety ^ 
id  a -Fra^^/^>j  5  that  is  fo  neceflary  for  their 
refervation  ;  that  Kingdomes  can  be  better 
laintained  without  Troops  and ^xongPlaces^ 
lanCommon^wealths  without  thefe.    An  E«« 
lulation  in  Expence,  a  V'anity  in  Clothes^ 
urniturc,  or  Entertainments  5  are  fb  con-     '^>- 
•ary  to  all  the  principles  upon  which  a  Com* 
wn-wealth  mufl:  be  either  built  or  preferved, 
lat  hefaid,  he  thought  that  the  Dutch  had 
)fl  more  of  their  real  Strength ,  by  the  Pro- 
refs  that  this  Pell  makes  ambng  them ,  than 
y   all  the   Expence   of  the   laj}  War^  of 
'hich  they  complain  fomuch:  and  indeed 
le  men  of  Luxury  and  Vanity  ought  to  be 
iven  ©uc  of  Common-wealths  ^  as  publicic 
L  3  Eue-. 


iS6  A  Letter  relating  U  the 

Enemies  to  the  Conftitution  of  the  Govm 
ment :  fince  an  irregular  Profufion  throw 
them  into  Injuftice  and  Oppreffion,andma 
in  time  expofe  them  to  the  Corruption  of  c 
thtvTrinces^  arid  diffolves  that  Induftryan 
Application  for  Affairs  by  which  only  the 
can  jfublift:  for  all  the  Maximes  that  relate  t 
^Common" wealth  ,  there  is  none  more  Ind 
fpenfabie ,  than  that  Mmen  regulate  their  Ea 
fence  ,  fa  that  it  may  not  exceed  their  Jncomt 
and  therefore  he  admired  that  part  of  th 
Venetian  Confticution  ,  that  regulates  tl 
j^xpence  of  their  Nobilitjy  and  concludec 
that  if  the  States  and  the  Cantons  dJidi  not  pi 
anelfe^tualflop  to  theProgrelsof  thofe  Di 
orders  among  them ,  the  B^^r^.that  they  ha 
made  in  all  the  Affairs  of  Europe  ^  as  it  was  i 
a  great  degree  already  Eclipfed  among  x\ 
Cantons  y  fo  would  fink  apace  even  in  tl: 
States  y  and  this  was  all  that  was  wantini 
to  fet  up  a  new  Monarchy  in  the  Wefl. 

But  I  have  got  fuch  a  trick  of  making  D 
greflions^  that  I  find  it  is  hardly  poflible  fc 
me  to  hold  long  clofe  to  a  point:  there 
fomething  in  travelling ,  I  fancy ,  that  makes 
mans  thoughts  reel  3  and  that  leads  his  Pen  t 
wander  about  as  much  as  hisPerfon  does :  y( 
I  remember  Hill  what  drew  me  into  all  th 
ramble^It  was  thebufinefs  of  $^/5^i^j?^/^,and  th 
Court oi  Mantua thziled  mefo  far  about. 
Will  fay  no  more  to  you  of  the  refl  oiLomhan 
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djy  nor  will  I  enter  into  any  defcription  of 
'Tnfcany;   but  ihall  only  tell  yoii  one  things 
which  both  touched  me  much  and  pieafed  me 
extreamly. 

I  need  not  inlarge  to  you  on  the  Poverty  6c 
Mifery  that  appears  in  Ptfa ,  where  there  re- 
mains yet  enough  to  fhew  what  they  once 
were,  andhow  much  they  are  now  funkfronx 
what  they  were  whik  they  were  a  Free  State : 
but  all  this  is  much  more  fenlible,  when  one 
goes  from  hence  to  Lucca^  which  tho  it  has 
not  the  advantage  offituation  thatTi/^has, 
yet  is  quite  another  fort  of  a  place.  The  Toii/^ 
is  well  built,full  ofi^^^/?/d'5and  as  full  ofPV^alth: 
the  whole  foil  of  this  fmall  State  is  well  Culti- 
vated andisfullof/^i^V/^^ej,  all  the  marks  and 
cRc£ts  ofi/^^rrK  appear  5  in  an  Univerfal  Ci- 
vility, &agenerousand  frank  way  of  living: 
This  isalfo  the  place  of  all  Jkafythzt  is  freeil 
of  all  Crimes  and  Publick  Vices  5  they  value 
themfelves  upon  nothing  but  their  Liberty ^o£ 
which  the  Stateis  fo  Jealous,  that  thefrequent 
change    of   their   Magihates ,    from  two 
Moneths  to  two  Monechs,  &  the  Reftraint 
in  which  they  are  kept  while  they  bear  Ojficey 
they  being  indeed  honorable  Prifoners  all  the 
while,  have  preferved  that  here,  w^hich  fa 
many  of  their  Neighbouring  Statesh^vc  loft : 
and  as  Liberty  1$  engraven  in  Captal  Lettersy 
iipon  the  Publick   Buildings  of  this  State  ^ 
s>  it  appears  to  be  much  deeper  in  all  their' 
L  4  c  Hearts* 
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Hearts.  One  fees  the  Effeas  of  their  M^eakh, 
4n  all  their  Tublick  works,  as  well  as  in  the 
Fortifications  of  this  place,   which  are  much 
better,  and  better  kept  than  in  any  place  I 
i^winlta/)^^  except  Genoa.     There  isonthe 
snward  fide  of  the  j{amj)arts ,  a  noble  Planta-' 
tiou ,  which  is  oneof  the  beaiitifullefl:  Deco- 
rations that  belongs  to  this  places  for  as  there 
is  a  confiderablefpace  left  void  between  the 
Mamparts  and  the  Buildings  ,  fo  this  is  planted 
^11  about  the  whale   Town  ,    with  fcveral 
rows  of  Trees,  which  afford  pleafant  Walks, 
and  a  lovely  Shade,  which  is  no  fmall  mat- 
ter ,- where  they  are  expofed  to  fo  hot  a 
Sun. 
I  come  in  the  lall;  place  to  give  you  an  account 
ofG'.^/ifi^^^which  tho  it  is  notable  now  toCom- 
pete  asitdid^fome  Ages  ago  with  the  Repu- 
,  Hick^oi  Venice  J  yetisftilla  great  Body  and 
full  of  Wealth  ;  one  that  comes  out  of  the 
Poj)es  Patrimony  and  Tuscany  ,  into  this  nar- 
3*ow  border  that  lies  between  the  i/^///andthe 
Sea  ,  iliould  expe£t  to  find  as  great  a  differ 
rence  between  theiraboundingm  People  and 
Wealth ,  as  there  is  betweeu  the  foiiofthefe 
two  Countries  :  but  he  finds  the  change  jufl 
contrary  to  what  in  reafon  he  ought  to  exped: 
for  all  this  edge  of  foil,  is  fo  full  oifillagek 
md  Towns'^  and  there  is  fo  great  a  plenty  o| 
Monej  and  of  every  thing  elfe  here ,  that  it^' 
Amaies  zTraveller  no  lefs,  than  theabando- 
iied  flate  of  thofe  other  places.  The 
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The  numbers  of  the  fubje6ts  of  this  Repu- 
hlich^  are  eftimated  to  3^0000  P^r/J^j-;  which 
are  thus  reckoned  up;  In  the  Town  of  Genoa, 
it  felf  there  are  about  80000,  Perfons  :  in  the 
Villages  and  Towns  that  lie  WeflwarA  there 
are  1 2.0000.  and  :50ooo.  in  thofe  that  lie  to 
the  Eafi\  and  the  Inbabitamsoi  the  Iflandof 
Corfica  are  reckoned  to  be  looooo.  They  keep 
two  fmall  Forts  in  Carjtca ,  one  at  Calvi  on 
that  end  that  looks  to  Genaa  ,  and  another 
at  Boniface  on  the  other  end  that  looks 
to  Sardinia  I  for  they  have  let  S.  Fiorenz,a  and 
fome  other  fmall  places  go  to  ruin.  Thefe 
two  are  confiderable  in  themfelves ,  and  com- 
mand two  very  good  Harbours  j  yet  as  the 
building  in  Qalvi  are  too  much  expofed  and 
toohighjfo  ^<7«//^<7^  is  under  a  high  Ground, 
that  is  within  musket  fhut  of-it,  and  that  com- 
mands it :  thefe  places  are  now  in  a  fad  condi- 
tion, ill  kept,  and  ill  furniflied  both  with 
Men  and  Ammunition  ,fo  that  they  could  not 
jrnake  a  great  Refiftance  ,  there  being  but 
1 50  men  in  Calvi^  and  200  in  Boniface  3  and  it 
is  believed  ,  that  the  reafon  of  their  letting 
S.  Fiorenz^a  go  to  ruin,  is,  the  Greatnefs  of 
thePlace,and  the  Expence  of  keeping  it.  The 
Corfes  are  extreamly  brave  ,  and  have  a  Rage 
in  their  courage ,  that  would  be  much  more 
valueable  and  ufefuU  than  it  is  if  they  were 
more  governable,  and  could  be  brought  un- 
der an  exa£t  Difcipline ;  but  they  are  unruly , 
L4  5  arid 
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and  as  apt  to  Mutiny ,  when  they  fee  no  Ene? 
my,  as  to  fight  well  when  it  comes  to  that. 
The  compafs  of  the  FoYti^cation  of  Geno^  is 
an  amafingthings  foritruns  ali  along  thehiils 
in  a  compafs  of  many  miles  5 1  was  told  it  was 
above  if  mile^Sc  in  the  Expence  that  has  been 
laid  out  on  this  and  on  the  two  Mdes^  chiefly 
the  new  one ,  one  fees  that  this  State  fpares 
nothing  which  Publick  fafety  or  theCoove- 
nicnce  of  Trade  do  require  %  thefe  Publick 
Works  has  run  the  ^^/?^^/^ir^intoavaftdebt|, 
for  they  owe  above  Nine  Millions  of  Cr^-r^w 
that  are  upon  the  Bank^^  befides  feveral  other 
debts  \  in  particular  their  great  Debt  to  Sl 
(Georges  Houfi  5   the  greateft  part  o^  the  Re^ 
venue  of  this  Smte  Hands  engaged  for  the  In-- 
terej}  that  they  pay  ,  fo  that  tho  the  whole 
Revenue  amounts  to  1200000  Crowns  5  they 
reckon  that  9  ocooo  Crowns  of  this  is  engaged^^ 
fo  that  they  have  only  three  hundred  thou-' 
fand  Cr^^^i  clear  for  their  whole  Expence^ 
which  is  fofmall  a  matter,  that  it  is  no  won- 
der if  they  are  in  a  low  condition,  and  can  do  v 
little  upon  fo  narrow  a  fond: their  ^^^^^/^^rifes. 
f  chiefly  out  of  an  Excife  that  falls  fo  equally 
upon  all' the  SnljeEls  o£  this  State  ^  that  they 
reckon  that  every  man  in  Genoa  ,  payes  fix 
Crowns  a  year  to  the  State.  The  whole  Land 
Forces  of  this  State  were  but  3500  men,  yet 
of  late  they  have  raifed  them  up  to  4000  men^ 
of  which  zjoo  are  the  Garrifon  of  the  C///,.. 

and" 
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and  there  are  600  in  Savona^  which  after  the 
City  it  felf  is  the  moll  Important  place  that 
belongs  to  this  State :  the  extent  of  the  whole 
Comtrej ,  that  goes  by  the  name  of  the  River _ 
of  (Jenoa^  is  \%omiles^  of  which  ixolieW^Jh 
%i/ard^  and  60  Mc  EaJ}ti/ard^  the  Mountains 
that  are  almoll:  Impaflibk  arc  thought  a  fuf- 
iicient;  Defence  to   cover  them  from  their 
Neighbours  in  Lombard^ y^nd  from  the  Duke 
6£Savojf^  and  the  State  of  Millan.     It  istrue^ 
they  have  one  Fort  called  Gavi ,   that  Is  zf 
miles  diftant  from  the  Toi^n ,  which  has  all 
the,  advantages  of  fitii^ion  that  are  pofliblefor 
keeping  the  Pafl^es  thro  the  Mountains:  but 
as  they  keep  only  a  Garrifon  of  120  men  in 
it ,  fo  all  things  in  it  are  fo  neglected  5  that 
it  could  make  no  confiderable  Refiftance  to 
an  Enemy  that  could  attack  in  vigoroufly- 
In  fliort  5   the  llrength.  of  this  State  is  very 
Inconfiderable  ,  their  Souldiers  are  ill  Djfci-* 
plined,  their  Officers  want  Experience,  and 
ihey  have  no  good  Engineers  y  the  ^ew  Mote 
is  indceda  vail  work,  built  out  into  the  Sea 
feven  fathom  deep,  and  there  are  an  hundred 
pieces  of  Cannon  onit  to  defend  the  Old  Moles 
their  Naval  forces  confi ft  in  fix  Galleys  ^  and 
and  two  Menof  W^r^  but  thefe  are  liotkept 
as  Ships  of  War  5  but  are  Imployed  rather  as 
Merchant-men ,  fo  that  they  not  only  bear 
their  own  ExpencC  ,  hvLX^hxmg  in  an  Over- 
pli\s  to  the  Stiite.  ' 

"^  ^  '  -■  Finahj 
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Tinde^'^hich  is  the  only  Seaport  that  belongs 
to  the  State  ofMullan^is  a  poor  abandoned F^/. 
lage  without  either  Fortification  or  Garrifon^ 
nor  do  the  Spanish  Galleys  come  there  any- 
more y  'but  make  Oenoa  itfelf  their  Step,  and 
Paflage  between  Spain  and  Millan :  (o  that  an 
attempt  upon  Genoa  was  indeed  the  taking 
of  all  the  ^/7^/^/p,  fincetheGommunication 
between  Spain  and  it,  being  now  thro  Genoa^ 
whenfoever  this  Republick  falls  into  the 
bands  of  the  French ,  all  the  Millanefe  muft 
fall  of  it  felf,  or  rather  indeed  all  Italy y  muffc 
peeds  fall  with  it. 

This  is  as  far  as  I  could  underftand  it  the 
outward  force  of  Genaa  :  for  it  can  exped: 
little  from  its  Allies^  it  having  none  at  all  be- 
fide  Spain:  and  the  Slownefs  andFeeblenefs 
of  that  Gourty  are  too  vifible  to  give  any  State 
great  Courage  that  has  no  other  fupport  be- 
sides this  to  depend  on  :  As  for  their  Neigh- 
bours in  Italy  ^  they  have  no  fort  of  Com- 
merce wyiththem>  for  they  pretend  to  a  de* 
gree  of  rrecedence  ,  equal  to  the  Fenetianv. 
and  to  have  the  refpe6t  of  a  Cro%i/ned  Head 
pay'd  to  them,  and  this  cuts  off  all  Commu- 
nication with  the  other  Courts  o^ Italy ,  who 
confider  Fenice..  in  another'manner  than  they 
do  Genoa.  As  for  5|7<«/>i,  they  have  all  poffible 
Engagements  with  it :  many  of  the  richeft  Fa- 
piiiies  oi  Genoa  haye  great  E /fates  in  the  Mila* 
fe[e ,  and  the  other  Domiaions  of  the /O'^^  of 

Spain  i 
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S^ain ;  fo  that  they  muft  upon  their  own  ac- 
count be  true  to  the  Intcrefts  of  thatCrown^ 
and  Spain  is  as  much  concerned  in  their  pre. 
fervation  as  in  any  of  its  own  Provinces  ^ 
fince  it  defends  their  Empire  in  Italy  i  fo 
that  ^enoa  and  Spain  afe  now  infeparably 
united  to  one  another,  by  their  mutual  la* 
terefts. 

But  I  come  next  to  give  you  fome  account 
of  the  Inward  ftate  of  Genoa,    It  is  known^ 
that  the  Liberty  was  reftored  po  them ,  by  the 
moft  earneft  Iiiterceffion  of  that  great  Caf-- 
taiuy  and  gallant  Councrey-man ,  ^ndreM 
Doria^'^Yioic  Statue^  in  remembrance  of  this, 
is  fetup  in  an  open  place  in  their  Town  :this 
was  in  the  year  15-18.  ycttho  from  that  time 
they  had  their  Government   in  their  own 
hands  5  they  were  ftill  obliged  to  let  a  Squa* 
dronof  the  Spanish  G ally s  ^  ftand  in  their -r^r- 
fenal^  who  kept  then  a  Fleer  of  about  So* 
Gallys  ^  fo  that  till^S^^^'i^  was  fo  much  funk 
from  its  former  Greatnefs 5  that  k  was  no 
more  a  Terrour  to  any  of  its  Neighbours^  Ge-^ 
no  a  was  iliil  in  great  dread  of  having  their 
Liberty  fwallowedup  by  them ,  and  therefore 
they  do  not  reckon  their  entire  Liberty  but 
from  the  year  1624.  oi'  1625.  that  ^^^7  f^w 
themfelves  out  of  all  Danger  from  any  of 
their  Neighbours  :  France  v/as  not  then  be- 

tun  to  grow  ftrong  at  Sea  5  and  S^am  was 
;rong  no  where  3  fotiiat  fince  that  time^till 
,  .  France 


174  -^  Letter  reUting  to  the 

France  began  to  put  out  great  Fleets^  and 
that  they  had  fuch  a  dreadful  Neighbour  of 
Toulonn ,  they  were  fafe  and  at  quiet :  but  they 
fell  under  the  common  Difeafeof  ^Cammon'- 
it/eaithsj  when  they  are  long  in  Peace,  and 
while  their  Commerce  flouriilies^  a  Spirit 
of  Infolence  and  of  Fadion  began  to  Ipread  it 
feif  over  the  whole  Town ,  which  was  growil 
to  fuch  a  height ,  that  in  the  ProjeB  that  was 
offered  to  the  Court  of  France^  iliewing  the 
cafinefs  of  this  Conqueft  (of  which  1  have 
fcen  the  Copy^  the  Divifions  and  Fadions 
amongft  theai  aile  propoied  5  as  the  chief 
ground  upon  which  they  founded  the  Proba- 
bility of  the  ruin  of  that  {^ommon-wedth. 

There  are  three  forts  of  Perfoiis  m  Genoa, 
thzNohititj  ^  the  'Cttiz^etts  ^  and  the  Inferior 
People,  There  are  two  Ranks  of  '■2{jbilitj^iht 
one  is  of  the  more  (tAntieBt  FamiUes  ,  the  0- 
ther  is  of  thofe  who  hmc  been  chofen  and 
raifed  up  to  that  Dignity  of  late.   It  is  true^ 
the  Aggreemeot  that  was  made  in  the  year 
I5'7^.  between  them- 5  is  exactly  obfervedjby 
which  the  Government  and  the  Publick  Im- 
ployments  are  to  be  equally  divided  between 
them :  but  yet  there  is  fo  great  a  height  of 
Pride  kept  up  among  the  Ancient  Families^ 
that  they  will  not  Inter-marry  with  theother, 
tod  think  it  a  diminution  to  them  5  to  enter 
into  any  Familiarity  with  them ,  and  even  m 
feeep  them  Company:  this  on  the  oEherband 
-     '-  kindled 
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kindles  an  Indignation  in  thofe  latter  Families, 
when  they  fee  themfelvcs  fo  much  defpifed 
hj  the  other.  The  Ancient  Families  have  a 
neceffary  Dependence  upon  the  Crowh  of 
'Spain  9  by  the  great  Ellates  that  they  have  in 
their  Dominions  y  but  the  others ,  whole 
Eftates  lie  rather  in  Money,  which  either  is 
in  the  Bank ,  or  that  runs  out  in  Exchange 
or  Trade ,  they  are  concerned  in  nothing  buc 
in  the  prefervation  of  their  t^^»if,  arid  by  con- 
fec|uence  in  their  Liberty  3  for  none  can 
doubt  but  that  if  they  fell  in  the  power  of 
another  Prince ,  the  Debts  on  the  Sanky7o\x\di 
be  but  ill.payd.  Thus  the  NobUity&znd  di-- 
vided  iato  two  Fa£tions  ,  which  diicover 
their  Animofities  to  one  another  upon  very 
inany  occafions :  for  FMick^  tmflojments  dre 
fought  aftbr  here  ,  withasmi^ch  Intrigue  a^ 
elfevvhere.  I  will  give  you  only  one  Inilance 
of  this^  becaufe  it  is  b9th  very  refined  5  and 
it  related  to  that  F)oge^  whofe  Government 
was  fo  unhappy  both  by  the  Bombarding  of 
Gema^  and  by  his  own  going  to  VerfaiUes 
to  ask  Pardon.  He  himfelf  was  a  Man  ofa  quiet 
temper ,  that  did  not  afpire;  but  his  Wife  could 
notbefatisfied  till  he  was  Doge^  and  ihe  D©^ 
gefe:  fo  ihe  fet  fo  many  Machines  at  work  5 
that  after  the  feveral  tours,  that  the  matter 
made  in  the  many  Ballottings ,  it  came  to  the 
fixing  of  the  laft  three  out  of  whom  the 
poge^^  to  be  chofen :  and  her  Husband 
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v^as  one  of  them  ^  but  there  being  one  o] 
the  three  5  of  whom  {he  was  very  apprehen* 
five ,  fhe  engaged  one  of  her  Friends,  to  feem 
fo  aflufed  of  his  EleU:ioh^  astolayconfidera- 
ble  wagers  withfeveral  of  the  EleSlorsy  who  ^ 
wefelikeheft  to  favour  him  jthathefliouldbe 
chofen:  now  they  having  a  greater  mind  td 
win  their  Betts ,  than  to  promote  their  Friend  3 
gave  their  Fotes  in  favour  of  him ,  that  was^ 
upon  that  made  Doge. 

The  2^  body  in  Genoa  is  that  of  the  Citiz^ehs^ 
who  feem  to  be  extreamly  weary  of  the  In-^ 
folence  of  the  Nobility  ;  and  there  are  many;' 
among  them ,  that  think  themfelves  no  way  ' 
Inferiour  to  them,  neither  in  the  Antiquity, 
nor  in  the  Dignity  of  their  Families.  They 
do  alio  complain  of  a  great  Injuftice  done ^ 
them  by  the  Nobility  y  tor  in  the  agreement 
made  between  the  Nobility  and  the  Citizens ,-, 
in  the  year  I'^zi.  one  Article  was,  that  every 
year  ten  Citiz^ens  fhould  be  according  to  their 
merit  received  into  their  body.  It  is  certain, 
that  if  this  had  been  obferved,  the  T^bility  of 
Genoa  had  become  by  this  time  fo  common, 
that  this  would  have  funk  its  dignity  ex- 
treamly :  but  inftead  of  doing  this  yearly^ 
it  is  now  done  but  once  in  ^o  years  :  fo  the 
Citiz.ens compline  much,  that  this Encourag- 
mcntand  Recom pence  of  ^mf  is  now  with- 
drawn. The  Nobility  pretend  on  the  other 
hand ,  that  by  that  Agreement ,   they  a;re 

only 
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'^nly  enabled  to  make  an  -^«;^^^// promotion, 
'^ut  that  they  arc  not  obliged  to  it :  and  I  was 
^old,  that  the  Originall  Record  of  that  Agree- 
ment, could  not  be  found  now}  and  no  doubt 
it  has  beendeftroyed  by  the  Order  of  the  «S^- 
nate:  In  fliort,  the  Chiz^ensh^.'^^^o  great  aa 
averfion  to  the  Government  ^  that  it  \yas  ge- 
nerally thought  that  they  would  eafily  be 
prevailed  on  to  ihake  it  oft ,  and  to  throw 
themfelves  rather  into  the  Armes  of  anbther 
Prince y  who  would  certainly  have  very  foou 
trampled  upon  them  all  equally  s  for  it  is  too 
common  a  things  to  fee  in  all  thofe  Inteftine 
FaSHons  5  that  angry  and  ill-natured  men  ^ 
confidcr  the  lafl  Injury  5  more  than  all  other 
things:  and  are  ready  to  facrifice  all  to  their 
Refentments:  and  are  To  intent  upon  their 
Revenges ,  that  often  they  will  not  look 
into  the  Confequences  of  what  they  do  ^ 
but  go  on,  which  way  foever  the  x^nger  o£ 
che  FaBion  drives  them:  and  thofe  who  are 
wik  enough  5  to  make  their  own  Advantage 
3f  thofg  Quarrels  j  and  that  are  dextrous 
enough  to  manage  them  artificially  5  make 
:ommonly  thofe  parties  take  their  turns  in 
afing  one  another  ill  ,  in  which  they  know 
bow  to  find  their  account  :  and  as  this  ob- 
[erv^tion  holds  often  in  Colder  Climates  '^^£0 
in  a  Countrey  where  revenges  are  very  mucH 
iludied  and  gratified ,  no  wonder  if  this  was 
tnuch  relied  on.  The  third  rank  is  pf  the 
trMes  mm  aud  Rabble^  ^^lio  have  their  chief^ 
% .  depeiit 
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dependance  upon  the  great  Nobility  :  but  they 
areaVicious  and  diflblute  fort  of  People^  as 
any  are  in  the  world.  And  indeed  all  genoa  is 
fo  extreamly  corrupt,  fo  Ignorant,  and  fo 
brutal,  and  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  true 
Notions  of  Government ,  that  here  is  a  Com^ 
mon- wealth  degenerated  to  fuch  a  degree ,  that 
it  cannot  relifta  confiiderable  fliock.  The  Suh. 
jeEls  are  exceflively  Rich  ,  tho  the  State  is 
Poor  :  and  thisappears  both  in  the  Magnifi-j 
cence  of  their  Bmldings  ,  which  is  beyond' 
Imagination,  and  in  the  great  Wealth  that  is 
in  their  Churches  andConvents  ,  which  fee^ 
medto  me  to  be  beyond  what  is  in  Venice  it 

feif  : 

A  fenfible  man  that  I  knew  there  told  me,', 
that  as  there  was  among  them  a  fort  of  Impu-^ 
nity  to  all  Kind  of  Vice,  fo  their  grolslgno-- 
ranee  made  them  Incapable  to  condu6t  their; 
State 'y  for  while  their  Wealth  blew  them  up,, 
with  that  Pride  that  it  commonly  produces! 
in  mean  Souls ,  and  when  their  Intrigues! 
brought  them  into  a  confiderable  Ihare  of 
the  Government  ,  they  fatisfied  themfelves, 
with  carrying  on  the  Interefts  of  their  owa|»  ? 
Cahal  5  and  depreffing  thofe  that  oppofe(E^|| 
them  ,  without  opening  their  minds  to  (o' 
great  a  thought ,  as  that  of  correcting  or  fe-| 
curing  their  Common  wealth.  They  neither? 
had  Heads  nor  Hearts  capable  of  a  vigorous| 
Defence  :  and  they  knew  nothing  of  what 
was  doing  abroad  >  but  contented  themfelvcs 

witbl 


il' 
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with  minding^  the  Intereft  of  their  City  Fa^ 

Mions,     He   added  ,   that  when  a   Common- 

14/ealth  fell  once  into  this  Difeafe,  it  was  in 

aa  much   worfe  ftate ,    thaii  any  to  whicfi 

tthe  Rigour  even  of  an  unhappy  War,  could 

ireduce  it  :    as  a  man  whofe  Vitals  are  In- 

\wardly  corrupted  5  isinamucEworfecondi* 

ttion  5  than  he  that  hasreceived  maiiy  Wounds^ 

iNature  may  bring  him  thro  the  one  ,  tho 

liie  had  loft  ever  fo  much  blood  ^  whereas  it 

nmuft  fink  under  the  other:  foallthe  mifchief 

tthat  could   befall  a   Common-^i/ealth   could 

I'hardly  deftroy  it  ,   if  it  retained  the  Inward 

wigour  of  its  fir  ft  2Ufaximes  and  Conflitutioni 

aand  he  did  not  ftick  to  fay  ^  that  as  high  as 

tthe  States  of  Holland  were  now  in  holding 

tthe  ballance  of  Europe^  if  their  Towns  fisU  once 

iiinto  eftablifhed  faSlions  ,    if  Learning   funk 

lamongthenij  fo  that  their  Magifirates gr(^w 

Ignorant  5  chietiy  of  the  Affairs  of  Enroj^e^ 

if  they  came  to  have  a  Magijlracy^  that  had 

not  the  right  underftandingof  ^f^^r^  and  the 

CCourage  with  which  fome  praftice  in  Mili^ 

/^rj  matters  Infpiremen,  and  if  their  ^^^//^ 

fwelled  them  up  to  an  Unreafonable  Pride  5 

ind  that  men  rife  inore  upon   the  little  In- 

mgxxts oi City  FaUions ^  thanupontruemerir; 

whenfoever,  hefaid,  ihtSiatis  fell  into  this 

iifeafe  ^  then  the  ftrength  of  that  RepHhlick^ 

mzs  gone ;  and  the  they  might  fubfift  'aFcei: 

that  longer  or  fliorter,  according  to  theCori- 

lunCture  of  AfiairSj  yet  one  might  reckon 

Mi  them 
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them  to  be  in  their  decline,  which  muft  end 
in  a  moft  certain  Ruintothem,  either  within  | 
doors,  or  from  abroad.  I 

i  have  now  told  you  enough  to  let  you 
fee  how  reafonable  a  Proje6t  it  was  to  {end  a 
fieet  againil;  fo  feeble  a  hodj^-y  which  without 
moft  prodigious  Errors  in  the  management^ , 
could  not  have  mifcarried :  and  this  is  ib  clears  j 
andfoconfefled  by  every  man  in  Genoa\  that  I 
one  rather  Wonders  how  they  found  a  way  to  I 
conduct  it  fo  i\h    The  man  that  formed  the 
whole  ^ro]tck.V7^sStiven  Vatdyrohoi  Nifmes^ 
and  a  Proteftant  ^who  is  a  perfon  of  a  very  good 
Underftandingj   and  having  lived  above  i2 
years  In  Genoa ,  had  time  enough  not  only  to  ? 
raife  a  very  good  Eftate  out  of  his  Trade ,! 
but  to  fee  into  the  whole  Fecblenefs  of  that 
government.  I  converfcd  long  and  much  with 
him:  and  having  iince  that  time  been  in  Ge- 
noa  itfelfj  I  have  feen  fo  clearly  the  truth  of , 
all  that  he  told  me  ,   that  1  may  now  affiire  I 
you  of  all  that  I  learnt  from  him*     He  had| 
a  ftrange  afFe6tion  to  his  Great  Monarch  y 
and  fancied  that  the  obligations  ofraifing' 
his  Glory  y  was  fuperiour  to  all  other:  and  no 
doubt  he  reckoned  to  find  his  own  account  j 
in  it ,  if  he  could  have  been  the  occafion  of 
making  the  King  of  France  Mafter  of  Genoai 
therefore  he  drew  up  the  v^holt  ProjeH  ,  and; 
fhewed  both  of  what  Importance  the  thing  : 
Was,  and  how  eafily  it  might  be  executed: 
for  I  have  a  C^?^/ of  the  whole  Scheme  ^  which 

Mr, 
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Mr,  St.  Olon  fent  to  the  Court  of  France^  of 
\^hiGh  Mn  VaUyron  was  indeed  the  jimhori 
the  defign  being  entertained  ,  St.  Olon  had 
f n  Intimation  given  him ,  to  withdraw  fome 
day's  before  the  French  fleet  came  before 
the  Town,  But  Valdjron  was  left  to  try  his 
hard  fate  ^  for  as  foon  as  the  Beet  began  to  do 
Ads  ofHoflility,  VaUyren^  who  had  been 
known  to  be  much  with  5/.  Olon^  was  clapt 
in  Prifony  and  while  he  was  in  it ,  a  Bomb 
broke  thro  his  Prifon,  but  did  him  nohurr, 
pnly  the  violent  noife  it  made  weakned  the 
Tympan  of  his  Ear  fo  much  5  that  he  loil 
his  hearing  of  one  fide. 

But  he  5  as  well  as  all  Genoa  ^  fancied  they 
were  loft ,  and  that  the  French  muft  be  cer* 
tainly  Mailers  of  the  Flace  in  a  few  hours. 
The  Confternation  and  Confufion  was  fo 
great,  that  if  at  firfta  gxcatiho^Ntx oiBomh^ 
had  been  thrown  into  the  Town^  and  a  de- 
|fcent  had  been  made  ^  they  had  certainly  luc- 
ceeded  y  for  thepeoplewere  in  iuch  a  diforder^ 
[that  the  Magiftrates  were  not  regarded  5  and 
"ndeed  many  of  them  ihewed  as  much  fear 
,s  the  rabble  did.  But  the  French^  inftead 
of  beginning  vigoroufly  at  firft  ,  threw  ia 
me  Bomb  ,  and  after  fome  hours  another  i 
land  fo  went  on  flowlyfor  a  day  or  two  >  in 
which  time,  the  People  began  to  get  into  or- 
der ,  and  to  take  heart :  and  now  their  firft; 
fear,  turned  to  a  Rage^  againft  the  French y 
fo  that  when  they  madcj'a  defcent,  they  found 
M  3    '  foch. 
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fuch  a  Refiftance,  that  they  were  forced  tq 
go  back  to  their  Ships  y  having  left  behind 
rhem  500  of  their  beft  Men  \  and  the  Fleet 
continued  Bombarding  the  Town  ,  till  they 
had  bhot  all  their  3oml?s ;  and  when  their 
llore  was  ipentVtheyfaird  away,  having  laid  a 
great  many  noble  huildings  in  ruines. 
'  The  morality  of  this  Way  of  proceeding, 
was  fomewhat  hard  to  be  found  out  :  the 
Italians  do  not  ftick  to  fay,  it  was  an  jif- 
fafmatf  when  without  Warning  or  procee- 
ding in  the  way  ofafairff^/,  aj?mcame 
and  furprifed  and  burnt  a  Town  :  but  the 
Condu6l  was  as  extraordinary,  as  theAdtioia 
it  felf  was  honorable  and  worthy  of  a  MOST 
CHRISTIAN  KING. 

It  was  pleafant  to  hear  a  Spaniard  ,    that 

belonged  to  the  Count  ot^^i^^r  talk  of  this 

matter  :  hefaid,  that  in  this  ^Fr^wt^^  had  afted 

as  it  had  done  on  many  other  occafions  ,   in 

which  tho  It  had  thefavourableftconjundurc 

poffible,  it  had  done  nothing  futeable  to  what 

Hiight  have  been  expetted  >  for  tho  they  hac 

here  a  calm  Sea^y  for  four  dayes,  which  is  t 

very  Extraordinary  thing  in  the  Bay  o( Genoa, 

thatisalmoftalwayesin  ix  Storm  ^  andthothe)| 

had  furprifed  the  Town^  that  had  not  ttef 

leail  apprehenfion  of  fuch  a  DeGgn  5  and  founc 

them  in  a  condition  notlikely  to  haverefiftec 

a  much  fmaller  Force;  yet  hefaid,  that  Feeble' 

Vit{%  which  had  appeared  upon  many  othe 

occaiionsj  fliewed  itfdf  iikewife  h?rc  ,findt^ 
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this   great  Expedition  failed,   and  the  Re- 
proach  of   firft  attempting  it  ,     and   then 
Mifcarrying  in  it  5  was  ftudied  ro  be  carried 
off  by  this  ,  that  the  defign  was  *^only   to 
Chajiife  Gmoa^  at  which  there  is  not  a  man 
in  the  Tov/n  that  does  not  laugh.    He  upon 
this  took  agreat  conipafs  for  thefe  laft  twenty 
years  backwards,  to  mew  that  there  was  no- 
thing extraordinary  in  all  ihislijign^  that  had 
been  the  Subject  of  fo  mzny  Panegj/ricl^y  un* 
lels  this  may  be  reckoned  extraordinary,  that 
there  has  been  fo  little  progrefs  made,  when 
they  had  the  faireft  opportunities  poffible;  an 
Infant  KtJ^g  of  Spain  ^  and  a  feeble  Council'^ 
and  a  Diftra<51:ion  inthe  States  o£  Holland -^  fo 
that  the  firft  Succeffes  that  were  the  Effeds 
of  the  weaknefs  and  furprife  of  thofe  that 
were  attackt ,  are  rather  a  Reproach  than  a 
Glory  to  a  %eign^  that  has  underftood  fo 
ill  how  to  ferve  it  felf  of  thofe  advantages, 
that  had  nothing  of  the  Greatnels  of  a  Con^ 
qnering  Genius  in  it  5  and  where  the  Minifirj 
lliewed  rather  an  exaftnels  in  executing  little 
Projeds,  than  a  largenefs  of  Soul  in  laying 
vaft  ones.   I  could  not  but  bqpleafed  to  fee  a 
Spaniard  J  find  fome what  that  entertained  his 
JPride  in  the  Contempt  of  the  French^  at  the 
jfjj  fame  time  that  the  low  eftate  of  their  Af- 
ll  ifeirs^made  him  feel  the  d^preilion  of  their, 
own  Empire  as  much  as  the  progrefs  of  the 
Great  Monarch  of  Fr/^;?^^. 
But  now  I  cannot  but  tell  you  the  reft  o£ 
M  4  raldj' 
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l^aldyron^s  Story :  as  foon  as  the  French  were 
gone,  the  Government  of  C^w^^  began  to 
examin  him ,  but  he  flood  to  his  denial ,  and 
faid  5  he  knew  nothing :  all  his  Ejfecis  were 
leifed  on  and  diilipated ,  and  he  hxmfclf  was 
fourorfive  times  put  to  the  ftrapado^  which 
was  done  by  tying  his  hands  behind  his  back^, 
and  fetching  them  over  his  Head  5  which  dis-'^ 
joyntedhis  Armes  and  Shoulder- blades 5  in  a 
moft  terrible  manner  ,  yet  he  had  the  firm- 
nefs  to  iland  it  out:  and  fo  they  could  draw 
nothing  from  him:  but  as  foon  as  xhc  Court 
of  ir^iic^  underftood ,  that  both  he ,  and  feve- 
ral  other  Frmchmen  5  that  lived  in  Genoa^ 
were  put  in  Prifoo,  the  Rejidem  of  Genoa 
was  clapt  op  at  Paris:  and  when  the  Over- 
tures were  made  to  accommodate  this  matter^, 
Yaldjron  was  no  more  ill  ufed,  and  after 
fome  Months  he  w^as  fet  at  Liberty  :  but 
his  Eflcite  was  quite  loft  :  yet  he  came  to 
France^  riot  doubting  but  that  fo  great  a  Ser- 
vice 5  and  fuch  fevere  Suffering ,  would  have 
procured  him  fome  coilfiderable  Reward: 
but  after  he  had  laoguiflied  there  above  a 
year  5  he  got  a  Penfwn^  that  was  juft  enough' 
to  keep  him  alive 5 of  two  hundred  Cr^s:*/^/ ; 
and  even  that  was  ftopt  5  *as  foon  it  was  known 
that  he  was  of  the  Religion ,  till  he  changed. 
This  piece  of  Gratitude  for  fuch  a  ServicCj 
that  had  coft  him  fo  dear,  was  no  extraordi- 
nary  Encouragement  for  others  to  venture  as 
he  had  done.  Yet  1  who  knew  him  well,  for 
.  ^'    '     ■'      '   "^-^^  al 
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^Imofl;  two  years  i  could  not' but  admire  the 
wonderful  Zeal  he  had  for  the  Glory  of  his 
King  s  for  inth6  midft  of  allhis  Mifery ,  and 
of  all  the  Negled  he  met  with  5  having  fallen 
fromfo  flourilhing  a  condition  5  he  could  ne- 
ver be  brought  to  think  that  he  had  done  foo- 
lilhlv:  but  was  rather  proud  of  it  5  that  he 
had  formed  fo  fure  a  Scheme ,  for  putting  Ge^ 
noa  into  his  Mafiers  hands:  Sc  this  he:iaid  often 
to  me  5  when  he  was  fo  poor,  that  he  did  not 
know  where  to  dine.    The  affinity  of  the 
]  matter ,  makes  me  call  to  mind  a  converlation 
1  that  I  had  at  Rome ,  with  two  of  the  Old  Ma^ 
gifirates  of  M'ejfma;  who  had  been  men  that 
bore  a  greatftroakinthatT<^^;^5  during  the 
Revolt :  and  were  then  reduced  to  the  mifery 
of  accepting  a  Charity.    They  told  us  ^  that 
all  the  Oaths  y  ih^t  is/iv.  de  F'ivome  ^  md  Mr. 
la  FueiUade ,  fwore  to  them  in  ihc  Kings  wsiVCiQ^ 
as  well  as  in  their  own  5   never  to  abandon 
them,  which  were  made  upon  the  Sacrament^ 
befides  whole  Valleys  of  Oaths^  that  Mr.  /^ 
Fiieillade  made  them  from  morning  to  night, 
while  he  was  among  them ,  it  feems  went  for 
noihing,  but  matters  of  form  :  yet  they  (aid, 
they  thought  the  French  MmiJfrjwouldhaYC 
coriGdered  the  Kings  Interefisy  if  they  had  no 
regard  to  his  Honour.  They  added,  that  if  the 
King o'l  France^  when  he  toimd  the  War  of 
Meffina  lay  heavy  upon  him,  had  fent  to  Spain^ 
and  offer sd  to  aioat  Courts  zs  a  pledge  of  the 
I^eace  that:  he  was  offering  them  at  Nimmegen^ 
':':''  ■   ■        -  "  ^     to" 
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to  put  Mejfma  again  in  to  their  hands,provide^ 
thcy^would  grant  an  Indemmty  (or  what  was 
paft,  and  a  Confirmation  of  their  Antient 
Friviledges^  of  which  he  himfelf  would  be 
the  G^r^/^^jthis  they  faid  the  Spaniards  would 
have  without  doubt,  accepted  as  fomething 
come  to  them  from  Heaved  ;  audit  the  mat- 
ter had  ended  thus  5  as  it  would  have  been 
highly  honourable  for  the  King^  (o  it  would 
have  given  him  the  dependance  both  oi Sicily 
and  Naples^  and  have  kept  them  ftill  in  a 
difpofition    to  throw    themfelves  into    his 
hands :  whereas  in  the  way  that  their  bufinefs 
ended,  if  there  fhould  be  in  any  time  hereafter, 
a  provocation  given  in  thofe  parts  to  revolt\ 
they  would  fooner  throw  themfelves  into  the 
Armes  of  the  Turk ,  if  he  fliould  be  again 
in  a  condition  to  prote6t  them ,  than  of  thofe 
wha  ha^  abandoned  them  info  ftrange  a  man- 
ner ,  taking  no  care  neither  of  the  PHviledges 
pf  the  Town^  in  general,  norof  thofe  particu- 
lar P^r/b«^  5  who  had  rendred  themfelves  un- 
p^donable  to  the  Spaniards.  It  is  true,  fome 
were  brought  away  to  France^  the  two  xh^t 
\  have  mentioned  were  of  that  number,  and 
had  fmall  Benjions  affigned  them ,  which  were 
but  ill  payed.-  and  becaufe  lome  of  them  had- 
not  patience  enough  to  bear  fuch  an  unlooked 
forUlage,  but  complained  freely  ofit^  apre- 
tencewas  taken  from  thence,  to  banish  xhtva 
all  out  o(  France 'y  fothat  eve»fince  they  have 
fiixfered  a  great  deal  of  Mifery.  [I  will  not 

digrefs 
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digrefs  fo  iar  as  to  give  you  ^n  account  of 
that  whole  Revolt^  which  they  juftified  to  us, 
from  the  great  Triviledges  of  their  Town^ 
which  were  indeed  fuch  as  made  it  a  fort  of 
a  (^ommon-weahh :  that  had  aright  to  defend 
it  felf  againft  thofe  manifeft  Infra6tions  with 
which  they  charged  the  Spaniards.  They 
told  us,  that  the  Confifcatidns  of  3/^^«^  had 
amounted  to  twenty  Millions:  and  yet  for  all 
that  the  King  of  Spain  was  not  much  the  ri- 
cher by  their  Ruin  5  for  the  Ficj^-Rey  and 
Government  of  Sicily ,  pretended  to  exhauft  all 
by  a  Citadel  that  they  are  building :  and  by 
fome  other  publick  Works.  In  Conclufion , 
the  two  poor  Mefflneffesj  feeing  a  Dutchman 
in  our  Company ,  turned  the  Difcourfe  t© 
him,  and  wished  him  to  warn  his  Countreyr 
men^  by  their  Fate,  how  much  fome  Courts 
ough  t  to  be  relied  on. 

And  now  I  have  done  with  all  the  Political 
Obfervatims  ^  thati  cbuldmakfe  in /i^^/y.  But 
as  I  begun  this  Letter  vtxih  one  piece  oi  Na^ 
iural  Htjiory ,  I  will  end  it  with  another.  The 
fird  was  a  way  of  preparing  oi  Salt^  and  the 
fecond  is  anew  way  of  preparing  o£  Titrioly 
which  was  lately  fet  lap  in  the  Sulfatara^ 
near  Puz.z,olo.  It  has'not  been  long  enough 
a  going,  to  enable  one  ip  judge  how  it  will 
fucceed  ;  but  yet  all  thjhgs  are  very  promi- 
fing;  a^id  that  which  ^ives  a' good  Prolpe6t 
ot  it ,  is ,  that  all  is  done  without  the  expencc" 
of  any  §r^.  The  Method  of  it  is  this.  There 
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jire  leveral  Cifiems  made  in  that  great  Bot* 
torn  of  the  Sulfatara,  of  gXQZt fiones  Cemented 
yei'y  clofes  into  thefe  all  the  Rain  both  of 
that  Bottom ,  and  of  the  little  Hills  that  arc 
round  it  does  fall  ,   which  is  impregnated 
with  Fimd  :  they  do  alfo  lay  a  great  many 
Tiles  and  Bricks  before  all  thofe  Vents,  that 
the  Fire  which  is  in  this  Soil  makes :  and  where 
the  Smoke  comes  out,  with  fo  rapid  a  vio- 
lences fo  that  this  Smoke  paffing  thro  thefe 
Bricks ,  leaves  a  great  deal  or  Sulphur  and  Z^^- 
mV/upon  them:  and  thefe  Bricks  are  washed 
in  thofe  Cifiems^  and  by  this  means  the  VPa-^ 
ter  becomes  impregnated  with  Fitrioli  then 
they  put  the  Water  into  C<?/|^rrx,  which  they 
fet  over  thofe  violent  hot  Eruptions;  fo  thai; 
thisiervesasaFire,  to  evaporate  the  I?hlcgm, 
and  lb  they  find  quantities  of  Vitriol.     The 
revenue  of  this  goesto  ihe  Anmnciata  of  Na- 
flesi  and  they  begin  to  promife  themfelves 
great  advantages  from  it :  but  a  little  time! 
will  fhew  this ,  as  well  as  greater  matters.    I 
will  add  no  nev/  trouble 5  to  that  which  the 
length  of  this  Letter  muil  needs  have  given 
you:  fo  1  will  conclude,  without  any  other 
Formality  5  but  that  of  afluring  you  that  I 
am,  " 

s  m. 

Yoor  mofl  humble  Servani:, 
POST- 
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Since  I  added  a  Pofifcrift  to  my  two  former 
Letters^  I  intend  to  make  this  fo  far  of  a 
piece  with  them  5  as  to  conclude  this  likewilc 
with  one  ;  for  I  find  5  looking  over  the  little 
Notes  that  I  took  5  a  Particular  that  hadefca* 
ped  me ,  and  yet  it  feems  to  defervc  to  be  men- 
tioned :  and  fince  I  have  not  brought  it  into  my 
Letters  y  I  haverefoived  to  make  a  Pofifcript 
exprelsforit- 

There  is  a  little  Town  m  the  ^ppemins^ 
about  2  5*  miles  from  Rome  ,  called  '^orcia^ 
near  which  there  is  a  confiderable  ^l?bey  ^ 
which  belongs  now  to  a  Cardinal  This 
Towuy  tho  it  lies  within  the  P^/^^j- Territory, 
yet  has  fuch  great  Priviledges  ftill  rcferved 
to  it  5  that  it  my  pafs  in  fome  fort  for  a  free 
Common-wealth.  They  make  their  Lawes^ 
and  choofe  their  own  Magifirates-^  but  that 
which  is  the  moft  Extraordinary  partoftheiir 
Conftitution  5  and  that  is  the  moft  exa6tly 
obferved,  is,  that  they  are  To  jealous  of  all 
Friefts,  and  oi  their  having  any  ihare in  their 
Government  5  that  no  man  that  can  either 
read  or  write  is  capable  of  bearing  a  iliareiri 
their  Government :  fo  thzt  their  Magifiracj^ 
which  confifts  of  4  Perfons^  is  aiway's  in  the 
handsof  t^;^/^^^^r^^Men,who  are  called  there 
pi  quatri  Ulmrati :   for  they  think  the  leaft 
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